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© T cannot be unknown to any man 
who hath either carefully ferocd 
the manners of Mankind, or. 
3 peruſed the Writings of thoſe 0 
this re, _ ' who hed £6, x4 
fad Declarations - againſt the general Coy- 
ruption of the" World ; that either men aye 
ſtupidly and blockiſbly 1gnorant, even in theſe 
dayes wherein Knowledge ſo much abounds 3 or 
their Leaders have cauſed «them to Err, 
by inſtilling into them ſuch Printiples, as may 
fairly conſiſt with the pratiice of Vice and 
Immorality ; which eaſing them of that te- 
azons burden of ſevere Mortification, and 
ſharpe Conflitts with the irregular and in- 
ordinate motions of ſenſe and the bodily life ; 
ſoon captivated them to the embracing of 
A3 then 
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them, and made a ſpeedy conqueſt of their un- 
wary Tuigments ; and ſo infinitely prejudi- 
ced their minds againſ? the reception of bet- 
ter' Sentim?nts and Notions, that they cannot 
beliepe either the ſenſe of the moſt piores and 
venerable Antiquity, or of our own preſent 
Charch to be Orthodoxs. And 7 wiſh 1 conld 
ſay that this latter hath not been the greater 
cauſe of thoſe monſtrous Impieties, which in 
theſe late times ſo much prevailed among ſt 
us ; For certainly, mens nati#al Faculties and 
Capacities, are no whit worſe for the entertain- 
ing of Truth, if it were rightly and duely pro- 
pourded ro them , than former ages : but 
w1ght be much better, if' every Preacher of 
the Goſpel, and Steward of the Myſteries of 
- God, had faithfully diſcharged the my com- 
mitted. to him. But — thoſe that took 
pox them the title of Eyauoclical Stepherds, 
Came not 112'at the 112 ht daar, but impudently 


© 


challenged and uſurped that Sacred Office and © 


Dignity, of being Co-workers with Chriſt the 
Theef Shepherg, in that great work of mplan- 
ting his own life .and levely Nature it the 
. lapſed and. degenerate 'fouls of men, it. is ; 

. wonder if the. Flock went aſtray, and becam 
faint and weak through the unwholeſorneſs 
or unauc order and proportion: of their foad. 
Ard doubtleſs the bleſſed Jeſus who came into 
the world to heal and cement the broken ruins 


and 


On 


| 
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and decayes of our Natures, djd not intend to 
bring this Heroick undertaking . to perfettion. 
by perpetual Miracles, but by a-natural and 
orderly Method ; . and therefore, as he' him- 
ſelf, before he left the world, breathed on his. 
Apoſtles, and gave them Commiſſion. both to 
Teach and Govern his Church: So dtd they. * 
(having recerved Authority from the Prince 
and Head of the Catholick Church, the Lord 
Chriſt) Ordain and Conſftitute fit Peron: to 
ſucceed them in that Funition ; by which we. 
are ſufficiently inſtrufted , that it is not for. 
every. man to take upon him the Office of 4 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, leſt God take as little 


"aelight-iis him, as he didin thoſe Prophets of 


old, who run before they were ſent ,, (which 
t00 747) did in the late times, 1p038 the pre- 
tench of ſome inſpired. Excellency - and. Per- 
fettion above their Brethren )- but only for 
thoſe that come into their Office by 4 regular 
and due manner; and according to the Fundi- 
mental Laws, and Apoſtolick Conſtitutions of. 
the Church wherein they live. .1-may theres 
fore refer the Miſcarriages obſerved among 
145, to theſe two General Heads, 

I. Thegreat Pride and Selfsconceitedneſs 
which reigns in vulgar ſpirits, whereby they. 
make their vaing lorious Minds the eſtimate of 
their Perfettions, and by puſfie conceits- of. 
themſelves , crumble: into infinite SefFs and 
A 4 Dirw- 
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Diviſions, aud he that can beſt att the part of 
an inſpired perſon , and cant moſt fluently in 


Seripture expreſſions, becomes the Ringleader 


of the Seth. And what gives greater occaſion 
ro this, then that plea fn Dotrin to carnal 
winds, which teaches them, that when they 
can but collect themſelves to be heirs of heaven, 
and fancy their names enrolled. among the 
Stars, they are then ſafe: enough ; They ſhall 
tread upon the youns Lyon and the Dragon, 
and the enemy ſhall never be able to move or 
difturbe their reſt. And all this ſhall be con- 
ferr d upon them without any attempts or 
endeavours of their own toward the at- 
tainment of it : This cannot but fill their 
failes, and blow up ' their. light heads, 
when they confider how eafily & hxve ob- 
tained heaven , and how God himſelf by a pe- 
culiar and diſcriminatins love hath ſepa- 
rated them from the reſt of the polluted rabble 
of mankind", and dignified them with the 
title of” his Beloved Ones. ': And ( as the 
Nature of ' every Hereſie is to diffuſe an1fſpread 
it ſelf, and by a contagions affrittion , \ on 
all capable Subjetts round about it : no ſooner 
is this Doftrine propountled, but it findes good 
entertainmont by the unſtable and injudicious ; 
becauſe it complies with , and: patronizes their 
aarling Vices, and renders it ſelf very grate- 
ful t9 the _Lrimal Life - ard withal requires 
| | Pr: 


To the Reader. 


no great pains or labour to be fully inſirutted 

init ; nothing that ſhall rouze them up from 

| their deadly Jamber , or moleſt 'therr defired 

| , ſecurity; the whole buſineſs # nothing but an 

inattiue and cafie belief of certain propofeti- 

ons , and a deliphtſome application of them to 
themſelves ; and then Heaven cannot fail o 
being their portion, and reward.. This whi 

they foar aloft, ani fly in their vain dreams 

and imaginations , they are really ſuckt into a 

livins Hell of woe and miſery : and the nn- 

righteous nature, whoſe connſels. are the very 

inſpirations of that bottomleſs-pit, takes grea- 

ter hold upon them ; and having no ſubſtantial 
founaation to bottom themſebves upon , they 

' periſh in'a ſtorm, and the windes of adverſe 
| fortune fink them , even when they think 
themſetves in the haven of Felicity. True 
gooaneſs und yighteonſneſs cannot conſiſt with 

a proud and haughty ſpirit, and 1s neuer found 

but in that humble Temper which the Bleſſed 
Teſs recommended to all his followers, when 

;. y he ſaid, Learn of me, forT am meek, and 
lowly of heart. And certainly *tis the grea- 

teſt Obex,. and impediment to veal and ſolid 
wiſdom that poſſibly can be imagined, when 

we are impatient of inflruttion , and refuſe 

ſnch wholeſome precepts and counſels , as tend 

to the building of us up in our moſt holy Faith ; 

and by high-flown imaginations djmb to the 

| hie heſt 
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higheſt boughs of the tree of knowledge , when 


we are' yet unacquainted with the Rudiments 
of Chriſtianity. The way to life and bleſ- 
ſedneſs lies not in.the ſelf-choſen tratts of opi- 
nions , nor in ſequeſtring our ſebves from the 
reſt of the world by an impertinent contention 
about words and names ; things of no value or 
concern in compariſon of thoſe moneentous and 
reat aims of Religion in perfecting the ſoul in 
Fabice, Righteouſneſs , and Goodneſs; theſe 
only will grve free acceſs to Heaven, when 
the nice ſpeculations of curious Wits, devoid of 
purity and innocency,whiter then the light and 
ſrrow, are not able to. waft the ſoul over the 
perturbed caſualties and adverſe occurrences 
which are the genuine ng gp3s) of this in- 
fertor region of Mutability. God is not taken 
with ſhadows of Holineſs , 'nor_ pleaſed with 
Enthuftaſtick heats, and Paroxy{ms of furious 
zeal ; but with thoſe mild and gentle moti- 
ons, which are begotten ana raiſed up by that 
internal Veſtal fire , that perpetually burns 
brizht within it's own Orbe, and ſpends it's 
Celeſtial vigor and attivity, either in the con- 
ſumption or converſion into it's own. nature, 
of whatever i ſ{ubborn and inobſequious to 
thoſe liws which are the foundation of it's be- 
ing : and thus amplifies and enlarges it's do- 
m:nioz by the new acceſſion of ſuperaavenient 
forces from it's now-conquered enemies. The 
true 
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true Chriſtian deſcends mt ſo low, as to make 

himſelf a party againſt any one (be he of 

what Tudgment or Opinion. he will in mat- 

ters af ſpeculation and lubricous uncertainty) 

who ſincerely follows the diftates of his oreat 
Lord and Maſter , whoſe Birth was uſher d 
. in with aw Anthem of . Peace and Gooawtl 

among it men , ſung by an. Angelick Quire , 

and hu life ſpent in diffuſions of Charity, and 

in uniting the hearts of all mankind to the 
| firf and ever-bleſſed Anthor of all things. The 
firſt cauſe of wil to the ſons of men was, 
m G\n9ras, exaghf &yz1, Thar they would be 
their own, or themſelves, as the Philoſopher 
ſpeaks: And now that we are Inhabitants 
\ # of the earth, thoſe wrinkles which we con- 
| trated from the aged: and polluted brow of 
Adam, ſbew themſelves; and every man 
looks upon himſelf a5 a particular being, di- 
| wided and ſeparated from the reſt of the 
| World, and ſent hither to manage and catry 
| on the cauſe of ſelf-intereſt ; and being' thus 
| principled, hates all inflruttion to the contra- 
' 19, and ſcorns to be reformed: And through 
| this exceſſive Faſtus and ſwellins pride, the 
» great fomentors of Debates and Contentions, 
| zhe whole Earth & weer-run. with Cruelty 
| and Barbarity;.. For, from whence come Wars 
and Bloodſhed, but from that unquiet and tur- 
bulent ſpirit which cannot reſt within it's 
on 
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own Sphear ; but by tumultuous and giddy 
motions, ſhakes the Peace and Tranquility of 
all round about it ? Thoſe wounds which this 
Nation not long ago received in her body Po- 
bitick, the ſcars of which are not worn out to 
this diy, are too ſad and ſure an evidence of 
thoſe aireful effetts which Pride and Ambi- 
tion produce ; eſpecially when cheriſhed by af- 
fetted Knowledge , and the unruly and rapa- 
cxos flames of miſtaken Zeal. And when the 
anerring and Allcomprehenſtue Providence of 
God, which rules and governs the affairs of this 
enferiour World , was pleaſed to permit the 
pride and malice of prophane and immoral 
perſons, to ariſe to that hight of impiety and 
brutiſhneſs, as, in den of heaven , 
#s deſpioht of the loud clamours of their 
oven conſciences, and without any ſenſe or 
regard to the common intereſt and Good 
of the- Nation , whereof themſelves made 
en unworthy part, to take away by wicked 
hands the life of our late Grations Sovc- 
reign , thereby ' drawing a mask and weil 
over the beautions face of our Church ; which 
bke the Hcliotrope, muſt needs cloſe up her 
&xves in penſiveneſs and ſorrow , when the 
Sun that cheared and enlivened her by his 
kindly: influence, was ſet and withdrawn from 
aur Horizon ; then, I ſay, did Wickedneſs and 


treeligion , deluge and over ſpread the whole | 


body 
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body Politick , like the wild Ocean breaking 
through it's antient bounds , n with a 

vaming rage ſwallowing up whole regions at 
on : _ wes little elſe could be expetied 
when once the walls and banks, which re- 
ſtrained and curb d it's luxuriant pride, were 
overturned and broken down : Then was Mo- 
narchy ſtigmatiz'd with the infamous title 
of Tyranny, and Epiſcopacy ( which excellent 
and well-temper d Conſtitution , both Reaſon 
and. Scripture avery tobe Apoſtolical ) ſtyled 
Antichriſtianiſm , and new-modeld Popery ; 
and thoſe, who out of a ſenſe of faith and obe- 
dience to God, and generous Loyalty 4nd Alle- ' 
giance to their Prince, could not comply with 
thoſe impious Deſigns, and unchriſtian Projetts 
then ſet on foot , were accounted Schiſmaticks 
and Diſſenters from the publick intereſt : And 
what was it gave birth to theſe tragick Scenes 
of ſorrow and diſforaer, but only the reſtleſs and 
unſtable ſpirits of injudicious perſons who be- 
ing puffed up with aſpiring thoughts, and the 
fantaſlick images of Glory and Ambition, caſt 
an envious eye upon every trauſattion , whe- 
ther in Church or State, that did not compro- 
miſe with their intereſt , and ſuit with the 
ill-contrivagces of things their buſie minds 
had been working out? And that the Goſpel 
which carries Peace in it's forefront, and owns 
no other Parent but the Prince of Peace , all 


whoſe 
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whoſe produttions are like himſelf, ſhould be 
made to give an alarm of Rebellion and war, 
is the moſt audacious piece of treachery to God, 
and uncharitableneſs to Men, in the world ; 


as if God were more pleaſed with the title of 
the Lord of Hoſts, then in being ſtyled the * 


Father of Mercies, order and conſolation 
throughout the earth. Surely, he that once 
ſaid, By me Kings Reign, and Princes de- 
cree Juſtice, ard likewiſe command, to be 
ſubjett to them, and honor them ; 2s being 
accountable to him alone, for the management 
of the truſt committed to them. And it can- 


not be a greater reproach and ſcandal, to that 


peaceable Religion we profeſs, then to ſee thoſe 
that own it, and ſeem to coxtend moſt for it, 
ro be ſuch ill practitioners of thoſe plain Pre- 
cepts of Obedience to our lawful Magiſtrates, 

, and by warniſhing them over with the diſ- 
torted Gloſſes of their corrupt minds, make 
them fpeak what they never intended in the 
leaſt to countenance or favony. 

' 2. The ſecond General canſe of our Miſcar- 
riapes, is the precipitant and inconſiderate 
Zeal and Ferwonr of thoſe. who took upon them 
ro inſtruct the people, which draw along with 
it many evil and pernicious conſequences. 
And though I have ſo much Charity as to think, 
that moſt of them directed their labours, in 
that kind;to the glory of Gor,and mate that the 

: tet i- 
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ultimate end and reſult of their Preaching ;yet, 
there ts a zeal which is without knowledge and 
mudoment, and the intereſt of Religion is not - 
then beſt advanced, when her Prieſts ( from 
whoſe lips ſhould flow wiſdom) are moſt ig- 
norant, Put that 1 may not ſeem to charge 
them only with Generals, 1 will diſcend to 
ſome more particular Conſiderations upon this 
head ; by which it will eafily appear, with what 
great indiſcretion they managed that high af- 


| fair they undertook. 


I. Therefore they exceedingly erred in 
propounding to their Charge, ſuch crude and 
nncotted Doftrines, as ( beſuades the incon- 
ſiſtency of them with the principles of Reaſon, 
and Truths of firſt inſcription, and incoherence 
with the Divine Attributes , ( then which, 
nothing can be excogitated more infallible for 
the Exploration of whatever falls under hu- 
mane cognizance ) which is, in ſome meaſure, 
made good in the following Diſcourſe) they like- 
wiſe put a certain ſtop to the progreſs of Chri- 


| ſftuanity throughout the world, and are the 


greateſt impediment to the diſſemination of the 
Goſpel, to them that are without ; it bet 

given to be the Religion of all mankind, to run 
and be glorious , and to conquer and ſubdue 
the Nations to the entertainment of it. For, 
unleſs we will imagine men ſo ſtupid, and 
wgnorantly devotional, that they will embrace 
any 
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any thing, thowh never ſo diſagreeing with 
the native ſentiments of their own minas ; it 
is erpoſſible they ſhould ever give any real and 
unfaigned aſſent te ſuch Dogmara of Chriſti- 
anity , as pretend, to uo other Author, but the 
Eternal Logos and Wiſdom of God, and are 
propounded to rational and intellettual crea- 
tures endued with a diſcriminative ſenſe and 
perception between truth and falſhood ; and 
net, by all the reaſon that is in them, cannot 
make them to appear ſo. And though the 
Doctrins themſelves Fly not be in their 
whole. frame and contexture irrational , yet 
if we. give abſurd and inconcinnous explica- 
tions of them, there will be as ſmall hope and 
expettation that any man ſhould be convinced 
ard perſwaded by them, as if they were alte- 
gether falſe. Such is the intellefturl Fabrick 
of menis minds, that they cannot believe or 
dishelieve what they will ; but there are 
certain laws and principles interwoven in the 
eſſential frame of their Natures by the great 
Architeit of all things , by which they are 
bound up and limited, and which are the 
foundations of all Knowledge , whether Na 
tural, Moral, or Metaphyſical. And "tis wery 
ſtrange to think, that infinite wiſdom, which 
alone -works conſtantly and evenly , and at 
cording to- the capacities ani meaſures of 
creatures, ſhouli new in this grand Myſtery | 
| s 
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of the recovery of the world,which of all things 
is the moſt like that high and incomprehenſible 
intelleft, which gave Jirth unto it, ſo deviate 
from the unchangeable laws of it's own being, 
as to propound ſuch Artitles and Propoſitions to 
the world,which without the greateſt reluttan- 
cy and wiolation of their Natural Powers and 
Faculties , they can. never fully creait or be- 
lieve. And queſtionleſs ſuch a way and method 
of proceeding would ſo miſerably confound the 
beantiful Order and Syinmetry of things, that 
beſide it muſt neceſſarily engage the Divine 
Power to the produttion of a perpetual Mira- 
cle for the begetting Faith and Aſſent in men ; 
" it likewiſe layes them open and obnoxious to 
inevitable Errors gFalſities and Deluſions, and 
there will be no. means left for the attaining 
ro the truth of any thing. Ana now let any 
man conſider, what little probability or plauſi- 
bility of reaſon there is, that ſuch a Doctrine 
as this , whether poſitively declared ſo in it 
ſelf; or made ſo by the perverſe Gloſſes, and 
Paraphraſtical Expoſitions of others , ſhould 
win and gain ground upon the world, and ef- 
fett that purpoſe for which it was at firſt in- 
tended. 
It was the advice and connſel of the Apoſtle 
1 Cor. x. 32. that we give #0 offence either 
to the Jew, or to the Greek, whereby to alte. 


nate their minds from ſo excellent a Religion ; 
P for 
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for there us nothing ſo much obſtructs the diffu- 
ſton of any Principles or Dogmarta, be they of 
what ca they will, as when they contain 
ſomething which may 19-0 Juſt cauſe of 
ſeruple, and beget an averſion to it in the mind 
of a rational and unprejudic'd perſon. He 
therefore that would bring over a free and 
ingenuous Spirit, whether Few or Heathen to 
Chriſtianity,wuſt be ſure that he aſſert nothing 
Degmatically , or poſitively lay it down as an 
indiſpenſable Article of the Chriſtian Faith , 
which the other can reject upon clear and ſolid 
grounds of Reaſon ; for, oſſeredh, no part of 
Chriſtianity can be repugnant to Right Reaſon. 
Therefore to begin with the Tew , who taking 
Juſt exceptions againſt many Dogmata of 
Chriſtianity, as they are in common Vogue 4- 
mongft 1: but particularly diſpuſting that 
harſh and rigid Dottrine of Incondittonate 
Reprobation, expreſſes his diſlike and diſſa- 
. tisfatton in ſuch like terms as theſe ; © That 
* God gave Statutes, and Tudoments, and de- 
* levered a Law to Moſes on Mount Sinai, am 
* ſufficiently convinced of, from the conſtant 
* and uninterrupted Tradition of our Fathers, 
* and that I amequally obliged to perform due 
* obedience to it, is in my apprehenſion a truth 
"© 25 tnaubitable as the other : But that I ſhould 
* deſert the Religion of my Anceſtors, and em- 
©« brace a Novel Doftrine wholly repugnant _ 
RED an 
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< ad inconſiſtent not only with the common 
« principles of Reaſon, but the Law of Moſes, 
« and Prophetick Writings, and manifeſtly ten- 
© ding to the everſion and extirpatin of a{l 
« Religionin the world ( for, who will put his 
«truſt in that God who takes preater pleaſure 
* ;z Deſtroying, than in Saving of his (rea- 
* tures? ) will argue asgreat Impiety , 4s it 
* will appear Faptaſtickneſs and Imprudence 
«© iz the eyes of all that believe a God and 
« Providence in the World, For under the 
* Moſaical Oeconomy, God like a juſt and pru- 
« dent Legiſlator, makes the ground and. foun- 
© dation of all his Promiſes and Menaces, to 
« be the Obedience or Diſobedience of his Sub- 
« jects ; and Benefits are not conferred but hy- 
** pothetically, and with reſpett to the condit- 
© oz annexed tothem ; nor Puniſhments exe- 
© cuted, but upon the attual breach and wie- 
* /ation of 4 Faw : And beſide this, you tell us, 
* that when the Meſſias comes, he will bring 
* into-the World ſuch a Religion and Service 
« 2s will moſt ſuit with our rational and in- 
« relleckual Natures, ſuch as may approve it 
&« [elf to our inward and divine ſenſe as tral 
« excellent and lovely z comprehending the 
* fower and ſumme of whatever is worthy , 
&® Noble, and Generous ; which, you ſay, is moſt 
« lively depainted and ſet out to us in that which 
« you call the (hriſtian Religion, the great Ar- 
B 2 canum 
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& canum azd Myſtery of which ( according to 
« the principles of your Doctrine) ſeems to be 
&« this, That God hath eternally Elefted a cer- 
&« tain number of perſons to inherit Bleſſedneſs 
« with him, and ſent his ſon to ſignifie the Jane 
&« zo them, and to publiſh this his decree : but to 
* caſt away the reſt upon the pretence of his S0- 
« verajgnty and Dominion over them ; either 
« therefore the coming of ( hriſt is upon rational 
* rrounds yet expected, or wh have been al- 
© ready manifeſted to the world,your Religion is 
&« one of his, nor was he ever the. Author of it, 
« but the ſpurious reſults and efſuxes of fanciful 
* perſons obtruded as neceſſary Articles of faith 
<* pon the world. It is impoſſible 1 ſhould ever 
« believe, that the great Creator of the Uni- 
« verſe, who in our Law declared himſelf to be 
* The Lord God, merciful and gracious, long- 
« ſuffering and abundant in goodneſs ; and who 
* ſo often forgat the Crimes and Apoſtacies of 
* our Forefathers, when they returned and 
* ſought him with their whole heart , ſhould 
* zow ſo change his Nature, and ſuſpend the 
* rayes and benign emanations of his colmmu- 
** nicative- life, in this which you affirm to be 
«the. laſt and moſt perfect manifeſtation of 
© himſelf, as not only without any regard had 
* of their juſt provocations, but even before 
* hey became ſons' of. ſenſe and were born in- 
*« fo the world,-to Reprobate the farr greateſt 
& part 
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© part of Mankind, and make them the 
© unhappy objeits of his enaleſs diſpleaſure. 
« And ſurely if he himſelf once judged it a 
«© leſs merciful and benign Oeconomy to uſe 
« bis Prerogative of ' Abſolute Dominion in 
© oifiting the fins of the Fathers upon the 
« Children though otherwiſe culpable , and 
© therefore confirmed it with an Oath, that 
« As he lived, there ſhould be no more 
© cauſe of uſing that Proverb in 1ſraet, The 
<« Fathers have eaten ſower Grapes , and 
«the Childrens teeth are ſet on edge ; 
<« he will not in theſe laſt dayes , wherein 
&« you tell us, he hath clearly explicated and 
« unfolded his Everbleſſed Nature, ſo farr 
© derogate from - his illuſtrious Goodneſs , 4s 
© to. become more harſh and ſevere , in ma- 
« king Innocency it ſelf feel the heavy 
<« weight of an implacable vengeance. Was 
« he once ſo: gracious as to accept of an 4- 
< tonement for fin, and pardon iniquities 
© upon the Oblation of an Expiatory Sacrt- 
© fice ; and will he now have no mercy and 
<< compaſſion upon the blameleſs works of his 
<< own hands, who never offended unleſs it 
© were in atting according to thoſe princi- 
<« ples his own good hands placed in them? 
< The firſt man was not turned out of Pa- 
« radiſe, and condemned to manure the 
<« Earth, till he rebelled againſt his Maker, 
k B3 © and. 
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© 1nd taſted of the tree of Knowledge : but 
& according to your Dottrine , the ſouls of 
© mer are 29 ſooner created, but immediate- 
« ly thrown out of thoſe armes which then 
& embraced them, into a ſtate of bitterneſs 
- © and ſorrow, 4 region of nualedittion which 
« both God and man abhorr, In « word 
<« therefore, if the long-expetted Meſſu.ts 
© have propugated this Dottrine in the 
& world, 1 aare not be ſo treacherous to 
* God and Reaſon as to entertain what in 
& my apprehenſion they both plainly #c- 
cc 

ny po | 

Having ſeen the juſt exceptions of the 
Few againſt Chriſtianity , occaſioned by that 
precarious Aſſertion of Irreſpettive Decrees , 
which to every diſcerning eye appears 4 
mighty impediment and hinderance to the 
planting in them a true value and efteem 
of the Doctrine of the Holy Teſus, We may 
in the next place attend a while to the Hea- 
then, who though he be deprived of thoſe 
clear Declarations of the Nature and Mind 
of God, which Chriſtians do plentifully en- 
Joy; yet having the gp +1 of good and 
evil, juſt and unjuſt', diſplayed upon his 
Nature by the bountiful maker of all things , 
and Truth being atwayes like it ſelf in how- 
ever various ſubjects it may reſide, thus be- 


[peaks 
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ſpeaks thoſe vain Theologaſters who out of 
an imprudent zeal, think no man well till he 
entertain their nice and impertinent Do- 
Fines. 

« when 1 look into the outward Fabrick 
© of the corporeal world, and revolve \ the 
&« 2xatt Order,” Sytmmetyy and Beauty of the 
« external Creation , how every thing aits 
© regularly within it's own =_ , and all 
© conſpire to the mutual good and perfettion * 
* of the whole, 1 cannot but acknowledg the 
** exiſtence of an Eternal mind, from whoſe 
© pregnant fecundity this great ball of the 
« Earth, the blew Ethereal skie, and what- 
'© ever lies hid and undecerned within the 
'© aſt capacities of immenſe ſpace , rettie 
© ved their being ao guornr From this 
*© exuberant ſource of Goodneſs did mine 
* 2x4 the fouls of all mankind flow , and 
© zhoſe warious orders ani. degrees of ra= 
© Fional beings which taſt the bounty of their 
«Creator in their ſeveral ſtations and ca. 
Epacities: and all theſe, __ in different 
meaſures and proportions loves and 


Cares for, and takes an infinite - delight 
*© 1nd complacenty to ſee them all exert thoſe 
«© tital powers he was pleaſed to beſtow up- 
© on them; For I cannot think that God 
© made any of his creatures to be miſerable, 
©* or*hat he h 


ould ſo much darken the early 
B 4 © rayes 
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& yayes of his Paternal benignity in bringing 

&« them into being, by making their Exiſtence 
« 4 burden to them, and ſerue for no other 
© end then for a protrattion of their miſe- 
« ries; leaſt. of all can 1, without. a mani- 
« feſt violation 4 my faculties, yield my af- 
&« (ent to that. horrid Dodrine which you 
© maintain aud propound_ as meceſſary to be 
* believed by. every one whoexpetts a bleſſed 
@ ; mortality with the Gads above, viz, That 
© the Benig me and All-wiſe Maker of the World 
« did reſolve from the outgqings of Eternity, to 
* deſtroy the_ greateſt part. of. his nobleſt 
«® Creation ; and therefore, deereed, that -out 
«© all mankind whom he intended to ſend down 
fg Earth, he would cull out 4 ſmall:num- 
* ber, know to him by ame, whom .he 
* would irreſeſttbly ( without reſpect to their 
7 future Faxth. or Ohedience) make happy 
* in the fruitien\of himſelf: but determines 
* (-without conſideration or previſion of. ther 
T [in and diſobedtente). to dane. and ex 
* cyuctate, with interminable torments, mee 
f ly upon his.'own will and pleaſure, "all, FT 
*reft.of the. world, ſo ſoon as Death ſhoud 
*: delrver them from the infelicities and bu- 
** denſome circumſtances of . a painful ife 
** bere upon Earth. Thu, 1 ſay, which /ou 
* exact of your Converts,. 1 have not fith 
* enough to. receive ; For , can any ratnal 
pr ſors 
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&« yerſon imagine, That God ſhould become 4 
« Tyrant to his creatures?  That- he ſhould 
© have no compaſſion toward the works of 
o« hi. own hands? Nay: further , That he 
< ſhould introduce them upon the- ſtage of 
© being on purpoſe to reproach and make them 
<« miſerable ; that let them do what they 
« can in order to their future Bleſſedneſs , 
* they ſhould be befriended of none, wor ever 
© pitied by. the tender bowels of that ' At 
<« mighty Goodneſs which firſt brought them 
« forth, 'but lie 4s unfortunate —_ againſt 
© which the arrows of Divine vengeance are 
« perpetually level d, and:their cries nomore 
<* regarded. by the Father of Spirits, then the 
<©2r0ans of. dying Vittims by thoſe inſolent 
** and unpitiful Deities to whom they are of- 
«fer d ; and which yet caſts a greater:ſtain 
© and. blot upon the Occonomy of your . God , 
© that he nught not ſeem to.\condemn the in- 
© nocent, but.to att under the ſpecious pre- 
« text of Tuſtice , you make him firſt ahem 
© then plot and contrive their ruine ; which 
© to le, that he might ſet the better face 
*© upon it, he enatts 4 Law , entailing a ſure 
<< arid ſevere. puniſhment upon the breach 
« of it, and in the mean time not only not 
<< affords thoſe whom he intends to deſtroy , 
« the leaſt ſtrength imaginable to perform 3t : 
** but on the contrary, by an overrming and 
** te, 
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<< uncontroulable power ( which ſome of your 
« Authors magnifie as the faireſt gemme in 
<« bis beautiful Crown of Glory ) neceſſitates 
« them to have 4 wile commerce and cor- 
& yeſpondence with Sin and Hell , that the 
« beams and rayes of his Tuſtice may ſhine 
&« with the more dazeling Luſtre in their per- 
&« dition and deſtruttion SSbut as for thoſe 
« whom his diſcriminative love ſeleted to 
& the participation of his own patate f pre. ty 
<« and beatitude , the ſame unlimited power 
& of effectudily carries them on through all 
<« fates and conditions, winking at their moſt 
« enormous and hainous lapſes, perhaps into 
« Adultery and- Murder, or other courſe Im- 
© pietzes , and never forſakes thems till they 
*« rhey are brought to the quiet poſſeſſion of 
* what was theirs by an nnchangeable De- 
*« exec before the World began. How deeply 
< will the whole" Creation of Rational beings 
"reſent ſuch an at as thi? and what 
« {rnall reaſon can any man have to caſt his - 
* care, anderet a foundation of his hope up- 
* ox that God who notwithſtanding the 
« arexteſt expreſſions of Ivve and kindneſs 
* to them, the moſt pathetical invitations of 
« them to accept the gracious overtures of 
* bis Goodneſs, the higheſt ſenſe of averſion 
«to their miſery , accompanied with Oaths 
© 2nd Proteſtations azainſt it, and the fairef 
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« promiſes of Rewards and Bleſſings to them 
« if they will obey, ſhall yet underhand lay 
« a inevitable train of cauſes to ' entrap 
« 11d foil them? TI find that my. dear ſpi- 
« rit affettionately breathes after # freer 
« participation of the Divine Life and Na- 
©« rure , and makes many Httle ſalltes and 
<< attempts toariſe beyond the ſtrait and nar- 
<« row laws of corporeal life, into a ftate of 
&« true freedome and liberty ; and 1 cannot 
<« but heartily complain of the charms 
© and alluring Magick of the Earthly nw. 
« Brutifſh life in me , that 1 am tov auch 
<« rwyake and alive to the effluxes and emiſ- 
<< frons of the material world , whereby the 
« 72 00», the Divinity that is enwrapped 
« and a5 it were incarnate within me , be- 
© comes wedl and unaftive: but my hupe 
«is, that through the mighty Power of 
© that Divine Love which upholds the Cre- 
& tion with extended -armes , the heaven- 
« ly part within me ſhalt prevail , and gain 
«© x complear Conqueſt and Vittory, and 
& that when this mortal life ſhall periſh , 
6.x ſball become Onls duCerr& in im fonris , 
* An immortal God, no more deprefled 
<* with the weight of Terreſtrial.encum- 
© brance. But alaſs, according to your Do- 
« Frine, if this be all, it is but like the 
*< Prelude zo « fatal Tragedy , or the Fw 
cc F 
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&© Jen blaze of a dying Lamp ," and 1 may 
<« for all this fall ſhort and be::decetved ; 
& for if you attribute a Power. to your God 
&« of Simulation ana Fraud , he may evacuate 
< all my expettations , notwithſtanding the 
© pretended Declarations of his Will and 
<« Veracity to the contrary. To ſay no more 
& then..this , Can he puniſh thoſe effetts. or 
© operations in me which his own immedi- 
©« ate and energetical. concourſe was the cauſe 
© of? Am 1 | guilty becauſe 1 ated 
© wnder the irreſiſtible impulſes and motions 
« of his will? If this enfine be 4 true 
.' *© deſcription. of the Nature of God , there 

«x 0 reaſonable man but would judge him 
© to be rather | ſome Jong Erynnis with 
& cnrled Snakes and kn _— whips to chaſtiſe 
< the world, then an Almighty, "oF and wife 
<Numen. 


we ſee then what little hope there #4 
of ingratiating and recommending Chriſti- 
aaity to thoſe that are without ,' vohile we 
either . poſitively maintain, or conſequentially 
zntreduce ſuch Dottrines as Chriſtian, which 
in their very frame and complexion are re- 
Pugnant to Right Reaſon, and inconſiſtent 
with the Oeconomy of Providence in the 
world, And while the Preachers "of the 
Goſpel ampoſe upon men ſuch crude my 

| they 
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they not only do them the moſt uncharutable 
piece of ſervice that lightly can be imagi- 
ned : but likewiſe block up the way' and 
paſſage of truth to others who maybe \in 
very forward degrees of preparation to re- 
cepve tt. | 
2. They were wery much miſtaken in the 
Order and Method of propounding the Ar- 
ticles and Dottrines of Chriſtianity to their 
Auditors , and by that means ( ſuppoſing 
the truth of thoſe Notions 'they tel to 
implant. in them) rendred them farr leſs 
acceptable then otherwiſe they might have 
been. The ever-bleſſed Son of God, the 
eternal mind and wiſdome of his Father , 
when heWeſcended from his glory and be- 
came a Man, that he might teach the 
world that ſalutary Knowledge which ſhould 
inſtate them "in their priſtine Bleſſedneſs , 
did not communicate to them that vecondite 
Myſtery all at once , but 1% idvyarn axvoy, 
as they were able to hear it ; that is, accor- 
ding to their Meaſure and Proportion. Eve- 
ry mans Criterion and diſcriminative facul- 
ty is not in a due and fit diſpoſition for the 
reception of high and- raiſed Speculations , 
no more then every ear is fitly qualified for 
the judging of Harmony, As in all Arts 
and Sciences there are ſome Rudiments and 
Principles to be learned before we can ar- 
rive 


%. 
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reve to 4_confiderable meaſure of perfettion 
in them, ſo in Religion there ' are ſome 
Catechetical Inſtruttions and Cognate Pre- 
parations to be uſed before we enter upon 
the Sublime and Theoretical Doftrines con- 
tained in it, For conſidering the great de- 
gemeracy ana Apoſtacy of mankind ow their 
Prue Happineſs , and with what exorbitant 
and unhmited deſires and paſſions they come 
into the world toward the things of this 
preſent life, and how hardly they are 
wrought of to the entertainment of what 
#s truly. good and holy, the propounding of 
entricate Myſteries to them, while their 
diſtinguifhing ſenſe 'of good and evil is ſo 
morſtrouſly depraved and out off@@rder , is 
but (to uſe our Saviours fimilitude ) to put 
new Wine into old Bettles , offenſive to the 
bearers, and corruptive of the Truth it 
ſelf: and we may with as preat reaſon ex- 
pet a Subſtantial and ſtately Edifice with- 
out any foundation, or full eared-Corn. ſo ſoon 
as 'the bare Grain is caſt into the ground , 
4 look for the perfect and compleat Image of 
Chrift in him who does not yet underſtand 
the Principles. and Rudiments of Religion. 
For what ſpecimen doth that man give .of 
the pure and undefiled Nature of God bi- 
ving in him, who can knowingly injure his 
Brother, or paſs by with an unconcerned = 
the 
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the _calamitous objetts of Pity and Compaſ- 
fron? Or, what ef cay he bring Ly L 
is afted by that Almighty Spirit of Holi- 
meſs and Righteouſneſs , and renewed inte 
the blameleſs Image of the bleſſed Teſus , 
who omits m0 6 qr oang of Injuſtice and 
Oppreſſion? Theſe things therefore which 
are the very ground-work and foundation 
of that Evangelical Building which Chri 
came to erect in the ſouls of men, oug 
with all dure care and diligence , and with 
great cf and ſeriouſneſe to be preſe 
ſed upon men by the Preachers of the Go- 
ſpel, . that the People may be comvinced 
their Teachers are real and fincere in the 
buſineſs, and that what they ſo inculcate 

on them is for the future and unſpeakable 
benefit of their inmortal ſouls. And by the 
frequent uſe of theſe Monitory Cautions and 
Exhortations it 'is to be hoped that men will 
grow more holy , and pradftice with greater 
circumſpettion the plain auties of Morality, 
by which means they will be more apt to 
conceive and jucige of the other more Specu- 
lative Dottrines | and Articles of Chriſtia- 
nity , which ought to be let alone till their 
proper-time come , wherein they may with 
ſome advantage be propounded to the hea- 
rers , they being by the conſtant exerciſe of 
the Precepts of Fuſtice,, Equity and Good: 


neſs 
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neſs prepared ami competently well fitted 
far the reception of. the Myſterious and Re- 
condite part of Religion. It cannot there- 
fore but be acknowledged a piece of great 
inadvertency and opinionative Curioſity in 
the generality of Preachers in theſe late times, 
to make it their buſineſs, in the firſt place, to 
inſtruft their Hearers in the moſt difficult, and 
many times diſputable points of the Chriſtian 
Religion , and fill their heads with unprofs. 
table opinions, while they nepletted* the 
Te "0-6 7s ve, the more ſerioms and 
weighty matters of Tuſtice, Mercy and 
Compaſſion. From hence came it , that in 
their Catechiſms and Confeſſions of Faith, 
they crowded ſo many unneceſſary and fruit- 
leſs Dottrines under the \name and notion of 
Indubitable Articles of the Chriſtian Faith , 
and which were neceſſary to be believed in 
order to Salvation ; ſuch as are the Poſiti- 
ons concerning Gods Decree of Eleftion and 
Reprobation, &c. And here I cannot but 
with all due regard and honour , commend 
the great Prudence of the Compilers, as of the 
whole Liturgie and Service, ſo particularly 
of the Catechiſme of the Church of England, 
for the Inſtrutting of the younger ſort in the 
Rudiments and Principles of Chriſtianity, 
wherein as there is nothing propounded as 
indiſpenſably neceſſary to be believed , m 
what 
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what us undoubtedly ſo; tn like manner 
they modeſtly contented themſekues in in-\. 
ſerting only. ſuch things 45 were by all the 

reformed part of Chriſtendome-. looked : upon 
as unqueſtionably true , and the contrary' 
condemned as falſe and adulterate : fo that 
1 may ſay of it as David of Goliahs Sword, 
There 1s none like 1t. | 


Thus (Reader) 1 have given thee a 
full Account and Reaſon of the following 
Diſcourſe, and of the Neceſſity of ſome 
ſuch way and method of Inſtrutting the 
People as I have here deſeribed; which 
certainly is not to- fill their brains with 
puffie Opinions, and jejure Diſputations : 
but a zealows cautioning them againſt all 
Vice ayd' Immorality whatever , and a ſeri- 
0145 exhorting them to the prattice of Holy- 
neſs, Tuſtice and Equity , Obedience to their 
Lawful Prince, and to all inferior Magy- * 
ſtrates, to do good and communicate to the 
Neceſſities of the Indigent and Calamitos ; 
and when the caſe requires a further in- 
ſtruction in the Myſteries of Religion , ſuch 
a full and eafie Explication of the ſeveral 
Articles and Dottrines contained in it , 4s 
may beſt ſuit with their Capacities and the 
plain Texts of Holy Scripture , which as 

C it 


To.the: Reader. 
it i recommenued as moſt uſeful for the 
promotion of © Piety by. our Mother the 
Church of-Emgland 3 fo 4# 46 moſt agree- 
able with" the: Nature of the thing it 
ſoa = 
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Inconditionate Reprobation inconſiſtent 
ith the Declarations of God m 
Haly Scripture. 


pm HERE is ſcarce any Poarine 
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or Opinion maintain'd. in- the 
World ( be it never ſo Mon- 
firous and Irrational ) but 
pleads Scripture to countenance and au- 
thorize it 3 and though Truth be bur one, 
yer every Se& and FaQion claims an In- 
tercſt in it 3 and thar Error may pals more 

"Cx freely 
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freely diſguiſed and undiſcerned amongſt 
men, it is now-become a. faſhion to alledge 
the Divinely-inſpired Writings, as an un- 
queſtionable Evidence for the reaſonable- 
neſs and Truth, of whatever ſtrange and 
uncouth conceits men pleaſe to divulge 
in the World. Suchis the Hypotheſis of 
Abſo'/ute Reprobation we have in hand: 
And he that ſhall peruſe the Writings of 
thoſe* who deſire to mammtain it, and con- 
ſider with what wonderful confidence they 
aſſertit, and how thick-ſct the Margins of 
their Treatifes are with citations of Scri- 
pture to patronize and defend it, and yer 
how little-or nothing-there 1s in thar Sa- 
cred Volume that in good. earneſt looks 
that way, wall be ſoon perſwaded, thar it is 
an inyeterate prejudice , rather then, any 
probability of Truth, which makes them 
ſuch pertinacious Aqdherents to ſo ull- 
framed a DofAtrine, And that I may 
make good what I have affirmed, I'ſhall | 
begin with Divine Revelation , wherein 
God declares his gratious Oeconomy /and 
Diſpenſation with mankind, and Vindicates 
the glory and: honour of his Nature-and 
Actributes; from the aſperſions and impu- 
tations of -cruelty and-:injuſtice, aſſerting 
his Rule and Dominion in the World-to 
be Righteous and Equal , and. perfetly 

| agrceable 
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agreeable. ro: the: higheſt Wiſdome and 
Goodneſs ; fo that none of his Creatures; 
unlefs ir be ſuch who are deſperately for- 
lorn and wicked , can poſhibly with his 
Not-being in the World. This is his Name 
whereby he proclaims himſelf: to Moſes , 


The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gra- Exod. 
cious, long-ſuſfering and abundant in good- **iv. 6, 


neſs and truth : and this Name God hath 
verified in the whole Oeconomy of his 


Providence tothe lapſed World, 0h that Deut. v. 
my people had ſuch an heart in them ((ayes 29: 


he) that they would fear me and keep my 
Commandements ! But why doth God wiſh 
this> not for any ſelf deſign or particular 
intereſt (for our goodneſs extendeth not 
unto him, yor can our fins detrat any 
thing from the ſedate and'compoſed hap- 
pineſs of his everbleſſed Nature ) bur that 
it might 20 well with them, and their 
Children for ever, Behold here the fla- 
grant love and intenſe affe&tion of the 
God of 1ſrael, to a ſtift-necked and diſobe- 
dient people! Do not theſe 'paſſonate 
ſtreins proceed from his whole heart, and 
are they not Arguments-of 'the greateſt 
ſeriouſneſs > How then can he unfergnedly 
deſire that they ſhould walk in the-wayes * 
of lite, when his own good Pleaſure from 
the our-goings of Eternity hath irrefiſtibly 
C3 de- 


Ifai. xlix- 


I5. 


I Joh.iv. 
16. 


_ If.hxii. 
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determined their motion into the parhes 
of deſftrufion 2 Can a render Mother ex- 


ſe her innocent Babe to be devoured by 
wilde Beaſts, or ſawn aſunder before her 
eyes? Can ſhe forget her ſucking Child, 
that fhe ſhowld not have compaſſion upon the 
Son of her womb ? Suppole there may be 
ſome ſo obdurate and vnrelenting that their 
bowels will 'not yern over ſych a diſmal 
ſpeRacle; yer they. are but few that have 
degenerated {o deeply intorhis more then 
brutiſh tupidiry z and can we think the 
compaſtionate Father of Spirits who tis in- 


wore more pitiful in all rhe degrees of 
7 


inten 


on and extenſion then the beſt of 


the Sons of Men, will betray his own dear 
off-ſpring, or prove fo unnatural to deſign 
them to the moſt acute torments the wir 
and {ubrilry of Men or Devils can invent, 
and that to eternal ages, before ever their 
Exiſtence gave them the leaſt opportuni- 
ty of offending him > God is Love it ſelf, 
whole nature is ever to be diffuſive and 
communicative: to all the poſhbilities of 
beings, and therefore glories not in this 
that he is powerful toſlay, to damne and 


E£xcruciate tn unheard and 


21 ror- 


ments : but that he ſpeaks in righteonſneſs, 
and i mighty to ſave, And that he might 
fully convince the World of this gracious 


pro- 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation. 
operty of his, he hath pronounced Judg- 
LAS his Srrange work, and his nar | 
af, which mens Impenitencies-only force 
him to , for he will not har any periſh: bur 
that every Creature ſhould be happy in 
it's meaſure and capacity, - And left we 
Sons of Darkneſs ſhould entertain any ſuch 
thought of the God of - Light, as if he 
pleaſed himſelf in our ruin, he hath joyned 
an Oath to ir, and hath ſworn 4s he liverh Exch. 
he hath no pleaſure in the death of the ——_ 
Wicked, bat that' the Wicked turn from © 
his way and live, He would have all his 
Creatures know that he is no way acceſſa- 
ry totheir deſtruction, '0 1ſrael thou baſt Hol. xii. 
deſtroyed thy ſelf ; but in me « thy help, 9- 
And when he (ces what froward and un- 
toward Creatures we are, that readily for- 
ſake whar he loves, and run after that 
which his ſoul delighteth nor in, making 
ſuch unhappy choices for our ſelves, as 1f 
we {tudied how to þe our own Execuri- 
oners, then he begins to reaſon with us, 
O my people, what bave I done wits #hee, ich, vi, 
or wherein have I wearied thee? Teſtifie 3. 
againſt me ? What evil. have ye found 1 Tex. ii.5, 
me ? Have Ibeen a barren Wilderneſs un- $37. 
10 you, or a Land of darkneſs ? andifany 
ſhall yer be ſo preſumpruous as to caſt the - 
blame of their wretchedneſs and milery 


C4 upon 
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upon ſo benign a Father, he ſtands ready 
to acquit himſelf, and. calls heaven and 
earth to-record againſt chem, that he hath 
Deut.xiii. ſet before them Life and Death, Bleſſing 
I9. and Curling, and requeſted them to chule 
- that which may make ithem for ever 

Joh. v. . happy 3 But they will nat come unto. him 
40. that they may bave' life, Nay further, 


that God might cake away all manner of | 


excule from the Sons of men, and man- 

nage his cauſe in a way of Reaſon and 
Equity , he hath not onely ſhewed' his 
Righteouſneſs to the - Heathen , and de- 

clared his Salvation to the Ends of the 

- Earth: but afferred ir poſſible for men to 
perform his Will, ſo that his yoke is in it 

{elf ealie, and his burthes. is-really lighr , 

# a0z0x4 and his ſcrvice is reaſonable * ;, thar is, 
a3. gprecable to the dictates and ſentimentsof 
Rom. xii. Our 'rational Nature s For, the righteonſ- 
I. weſs which wof faith ſpeaketh on thu wiſe ; 
Rom.x. theWord & very nigh thee, in thy mouth , 
6,8. and in thy heart, that thou mayeſt do it. 
 . No mancan complain of any hard uſage, 
that God commands impoſhibilities , and 
injoyns things that. are above his reach ; 

For the Spirit of God, that mighty princi- 

ple of Life and Vigour which pervades 

the whole YVerld of intelle&ual agents, 

is ready to afliſt the- generous and hearty 

nogy -- attempts 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation. 
attempts: of all ſincere perſons after the 
Divine Lite and: Nature 3 for ſo he who 
gave that giftto his Apoſtles, and affured 
mankind of ' the continuance of it" till the 
end of the World, hath lang fince made 


known to us, that if Earthly Parents know 1,1. 1; 
hew to give good gifts [10 their Children, 13. 


God onr beavenly Father ſhould much more 
give his Holy Spirit to all that ask it of 
bim, He would thave all the: Creation 
take notice; that ir is not for any ends of 
his own that he is at ſuch pains with us; 


My people ( ſayes God ) have forſaken me 7. ij. 
the fountain of living waters, and. havt 13. 


hewn out tothemſelves broken Cifterns which 
can hold no water ; Methinks the words 
fgnifie thus much, as if God ſhouldthus 
beſpeak us, O my- people if you"! could 
mend your ſelves by forſaking me the 
fountain of living Waters, then 1 could be 
content , and reaſon would that I ſhould 
bear with you:. but that you' ſhould be- 
rake your ſelves to: broken Ciſterns which 
can hold no water, and are then dryed up 
when ye moſt ſtand in need of them, 


this argues your lightneſs and folly.” God Ii. xxx. 
waits t0 be gracious, and with infinite pa- 18 


rence and long-ſufferance expeds our Re- 
pentance , and ſuffers- that. tempeſtuous 
whirlwind of enraged Vengeance which 
Sin 


Mof. xi. 
8,9. 


| 
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Sin and Vicehave fed and congeſted, to 
roll long within the Orbe of Mercy be- 
fore it burſt forth, and bear down the {inner 
into the horrors and agonies of Eternal 
ages. And this is ſufficiently evidenced by 
thoſe Pathetical expreſſions of his unwil- 
lingneſs to puniſh his Creatures , rill at 
laſt being compelled to it, he ferts abour 
it with a kind of relucancy of ſpirit, and 
is as it were, grieved to the heart that he 
muſt nſe ſuch rigorous means to reduce 
them to himſelf; How (ball [ gue thee up 
Ephraim ? how ſhall I detiver thee Iſrael? 
How ſhall 1 make thee as Admah> how 
ſhaft I ſet thee as Zeboim> - Mine heart is 
turned within me, my repentings are kind. 
led together. This is Gods/gracious Expo- 
ftulation with himſelf , as ite ſhould have 
thus ſaid, What ſhall I dounto thee O my 
people? or howſhould 1 behave my ſelf to- 
ward thee? Should I make thee anexample 
of my judgment as Admah > Or , ſhould 1 
conſume thee in a moment like Zeboim > 
No'ſurely , my heart is quite averſe from 
ſuch harſh proceedings,they are even extor- 
ted from me; therefore my heart yerns after 
thee O Ephraim , my bowels are turned 
and melred within me, {an expreſſion of 
the deareſt love and affeQion that poſhbly 
can be, Fer, xxxi. 20.) I am even over- 
come 


azainſt Abſolute Reprobation. | 
come with thoſe deep-ferche brearhings of 
affeRionate Love which 1 bear umo thee x 
therefore [ will nor execute-rhe fierceneſs 
of my anger, for | am Godand not Man, 
L bear no malice againſt any. of the Crea- 
tion, bur had rather my kindneſs then my 
diſpleaſure' ſhould endear men to the con- 
{ideration of their own happineſs. And 
at laſt he appeals ro our own Reaſons and 
Conſriences, and is content to ſubmir 
himſelf and his Diſpenſations to our own 
thoughts , whether we can imagine any 
better courſe then that he hath taken, to 


reform u33 Fudge 1 pray you betweew me Ifai.v. 4. 


and my Vineyard ; what could I have done 
more 10 my Vineyard they 1 bave nor done > 
So thar it is only when 'all means prove 
ineffeual, that the God of Love turns to 
a conſuming fire , and makes us the pro- 
per objects of his direful- Vengeance, To 
take yet a more dire& view of rhar-fair 
Perfe&ion, the very root and centre of the 
Deity, I mean Goodneſs or Love, let us 
behold God manifeſt in the fleſh, and 
look upon him who: being the- brightneſs 
of his Fathers Glory , the expreſs Image 
and CharaQter of his Perſon, encircled 
wich the loving armes of Heaven, and 
folded / up in the boſome of Bleſſed- 
nels, 
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neſs, yet left thoſe ſacred Manſions of 
Happineſs out of pure good will to the 

race of Mankind, andput off the robes of 
' Glory, - that he might be capacitated to 
dwell in a body. of fleſh, tothe intent that 
whoſoever believerh in him, ſhould net 
periſh, but have everlaſting lift, Thar pure 
ſoul which ſhone wich an Ethereal bright- 
neſs, farr ſurpaſſing the glory of the Sun, 
being vitally united with the Eternal Lo- 
20s, and full of the Divine Life, did in- 
wardly pity and commiſerate the lapſed 
poſteriry of Adam; wherefore thar he 
- might more abundantly demonſtrate the 
riches of his grace , he: declared himſelf 
the Saviour not of ſome few only , bur 
of the whole World, that the deſign of his 
appearing was to f{catter an healing in- 
fluence upon the broken and diſtracted 
Sons of men , /and that the effets of ir 
ſhould be goed tidings of great joy to all 
people, aſſuring guilry ſinners of. the love 
of their offended: God, and that yer they 
had not ſinned out of the reach of Mercy, 
but that now while 'tis called to' day , it 
they would hear the God of love ſpeak- 
ing to their conſcieaces, and gently mol- 
litying their obdurate hearts, they ſhould 
run unto him by a ſpeedy repentance, and 
he would melt and thaw their frozen ſpirits 
into 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation, 
into a plyable  duRtility by the - warm 
gleams of his Eternal Love, looſen the 
wings of their ' entangled Souls; and-ſe- - 
cure their flight into*the cms 
of Peace and Joy. VWhen this Son of Love 
who was alwayes going about doing good; 
ſaw the Mulritude ſcattered abroad-like 
Sheep that have no Shepherd , it 15-ſaid , 


tanney yin oft dvd , He was moved: with Mat. ix. 
compaſſion on. them : - which word: ( ſayes 36: 


a Learned Critick ) denotes, Summan & 
vehementem commiſerationem ex tutimi 
viſceribus 'profettam , | Such an inward 
feeling and yetning ofthe heart and ſoul, 
as melts the'very bowels into a pitiful 
commiſeration' of the obje& they are af- 
feted with: which intenſe affeQion 'is 
called aadgy yra intes a, The bowels of the 
mercy of *God, \Luk. i. 78. And when he 
came to Feruſalem, how did he weep over 
her, and. moiſten his freſh Laurels with 


a ſhower of Tears, 0 Feruſalem, Feruſa-Matth. * 
lem , thou that killedſt the Prophets, | ang il. 37- 


ftonedſt them that were ſent unto thee, how 
often would 1 have gathered thy children 
together as an hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would not ! | His 
heart was ſo full of grief, that it could hold 
no longer, but muſt empty it ſelf in a 
ſympathizing flood of tears over that'in- 
corrigible 
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corrigible City, ſoftning that ground with 
his watry eyes which ſhortly afrer ſhould 
be bedewed with blood, 0h that thou hadſt 
known, even thou, at leaſt in 1his thy day, 
the things that belong unto thy-peace | but 
now they are hid from thine eyes. Surely 
there is no man {0 blaſphemous as to think 
Chriſt wept tears of deceit and treachery ; 
No, they were the very breathings of his 
heart to a people that were going into in- 
evitable deſtruction, For it we look into 
the whole Hiſtory of the Goſpel, we ſhall 
find, that our bleſſed Lord was of as ten- 
der and paſſive a conftitution as ever the 
world had. any cognizance of ; and in this 
very inſtance. which was Chrifts laft fo- 
lemn viſit for the recovery of thoſe re- 
bellious Jews, he bath left upon record to 
all ſucceeding ages of the World, the fer- 
vency of his Love, and the greatneſs of 
their Obſtinacy and Rebellion: He rode 
in eriumph , the children ſang Hoſenna 
to: him, and he cured many impotent and . 
diſeaſed perſons , that at leaft that mira- 
culous and wonder-working Power reſi- 
ding in him might exrort this confeſſion 
from them, thar he was the Son of God 
and the promiſed Meſſiah 3 and after all 
this, he weeps for their Infidelity and 
pittes them with tears, and having his pug 
an 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation. 
and ſpirit full of love that is ſtronger then 
death, he leaves no way untryed: but ſpends 


the whole day amongit them , and looks - 


round about him towards evening, to {ee if 
any would invite him home, being unwil- 
ling to depart, till their Ingraticude forces 
him away, And now that he is exalted in 
Glory, and fits atthe right hand of his Fa- 
ther inveſted with Majeſty and Power , 
his Campaſſions are no whit abated , nor 
is that benign care and - Providence , 
which in the dayes of his Humiliation and 


condeſcent he exerciſed over the fallen: 


generations of Men. at all leflened by the 
augmentation of his Blefſedneſs and Feli- 
City : but. dayly woes and beſceches us by 
his Miniſters and Servants, to enter upon 
terms of amity and friend(hip with God, 
who in bim. hath been pleaſed to recan- 
cile the World unto bimfelf, Should, we 
now caſt our eyes upon the whole frame 
and fabrick of the Goſpel, we ſhall find 
it tobe the moſt effeftual engine that in- 
finite Wiſdome could contrive for the 
winding of the minds and ſpirits, of men 
from their too eager purſuit ofthe plea- 
{ures and gratifications of the lower life, 
and working them up to thoſe noble and 
high purpoſes for which they were made, 
And doubtleſs there is no man in whom 
prejudice 


” 


HY 
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prejudice doth not outbalance reaſon, but 
will readily ſer his ſeal to this eruth, there 
appearing in the Goſpel ſuch ſweet con- 
deſcentions to our capacities and comply- 
ances with the frailty of our condition , 
{uch infinite' averſneſs to,our miſery and: 
deſtruction \ and ſuch powerful. endear- 
ments and attractives to Holineſs and Righ- 
teouſneſs, that he cannot judge it-'to pro- 
ceed from any other; then a principle of 
Infinite Goodneſs, Love and Wiſdome. 
I. might here further tell you, that the Go- 
ſpel being deſigned to be the Religion of 
men of all ſorts and conditions, of all ranks 
and qualities, and ſo adapted ro our ratio-' 
nal powers, and inthe main drifr-and ſcope 
of it ſo plain and eaſie even to the moſt 
illiterate capacities, Divine Wiſdom could 
not but highly approve of it, arid by a fa- 
vourable benediction ſuffer it to have that 
Univerſal effe&- ir pretends to ; thar is, 
che'/full and compleat renovation of all 
mankind that would not wilfully reje& the 
counfel of God againſt themſelves, and the 
perfeRing every one without exception or 
limitation that would faithfully and cordi- 
allv to his urmoX powers adherc unto it, 


CHAP. 
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CHaPT.:1h 


Abſolute Reprobation repaenant to 
Right Reaſon : wherein is ſet ont 
the Moral Nature of our Souls 
in reference to Good and Evil, Truth 
and Falſhood. And this Second: Ar- 


gument made good in Four Propos' 


ſitions, 


"= is nothing that can lay any. 


claim or pretence to the decition of 
Queſtions of a Moral Nature and Import, 
but will appear very lame and ineffectual, 
without the aid and afliſtance 'of Righe 
Reaſon , which isſ{o noble and generous 
a principle, that if we take aſerious view 
of it, it will ſoon diſcover to us it's Royal 
Pedigree and Divine Extraction,” There 
is a near alliance and conſanguinity be- 
tween the Reaſon of Man, and that Eter- 
nal Goodneſs which at firſt ſealed it as an 
impreſſion of his Nature upon our fouls, 
and therefore - there need be no ſuch di- 
ſtance berween true Chriſtianity and ir, 
For affuredly, that Divine Wiſdom which 
D ar 
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at our firſt produQion implanted in us the 
apprehenſions and Idea's of things did fo 
order the buſineſs, that if we uſed our 


diſcriminative faculties aright, we ſhould 


have no other conceptions of them then 
what did really and ſignificantly expreſs 
the Natures of the things themſelves, and 
ſuch as were Eternally lodg'd in the All- 
comprehenſive Intelle& of the Deity, 
There being then no Judge on Earth 
whoſe Di&tates and Determinations ma 

be credited as Authentick and Infallible, 
and. every man being commanded to prove 
all things, to try the Spirits whether they 
be of God, and to look carefully and dili- 
gently to himſclf that he fall not, nor be 
led into Error, and the Reaſon and under- 
ſtanding of man if rightly manag'd, being 
the Candle of the Lord, whereby he is in- 
abled to examine and judge of Dodrines, 
it will follow , that it muſt determine of 
whatever dictates ſhall be propounded to 
him. He therefore that conſiders we were 
made by an Eternal mind, that the origi- 
nal of our beings is from an All-prefe& 
Author, who at our firſt Creation ſtamp- 
ed the impreſſes of his Nature upon us 3 
and every thing that derives from him be- 
ing in ſome meaſure and degree like him- 
ſelf,will without any hefitancy aſſent to this 
Truth, 


A vx FF = #7 mr OY CT oe SO Gn tg 


@ ow 354 -- © £I 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation. 

Truth, viz, That whatever offers it ſelf to 
Our rational Nature by a clear and diſtintt 
perception, ws infallible ſo, and we are no 
longer to doubt of the truth of #t, And 
unleſs we grant this, it is impoſſible we 
ſhould ever come to any certain know- 
ledge of any thing in the World. Now 
that thoſe Idea's which thus offer them- 
ſelves to us, that is, by \a clear and diſtin& 
perception are certainly ſo in the nature 
of the things themſelves, we are no lon- 
ger to doubt of , becauſe Veracity is an 
Eſſential mode and Attribute of the Au- 
thor of our beings, and therefore 'ris im- 
poſſible he ſhould deceive us in thoſe things 
which we have an evident and diſtin 
apprehenſion and cognizance of z and fur- 
ther we may take notice, that that Power 
in us which diſcriminates between the 
Beings and Modes of things, is the ſame 
that 1s in || God, and partici- 


og 


: . This made the bold 
pates of his Nature, and is [ok affirm , that x7 


nothing but a ray and beam ay a man is «gy x6i- 


let down from Heaven, by £7 * 19y 6 w- 


whoſe light we diſcover and 
apprehend the various kinds of objedts , 
whether Moral, Phyſical or Metaphyſi- 
cal z according to that of Epicharmme , 
$ df 3 Terpore aNyG- mp nd 75 Oi AGys* 
and being ſo, the canſe of all our Ertors 


D 3 and 


xzoregO. : Arrian. 


Gods Goodneſs V indicated 


and Miſtakes muſt be attributed to our 
ſelves ; not that we want thoſe faculties | 
which ſhould give us a faithful and true 
repreſentation of things: but becauſe we 
abuſe them, whether by an inadvertency 
and anticipation in judgment, or by an 
inveterate prejudice contracted from an 
evil Education , or by what other means | 
ſoever it comes to paſs. Reaſon therefore 
is the Vicarious Power of God in the Soul, 
and to refuſe it's Authority in ſuch things 
as of right belong unto it to judge of , 
is to reject the light of God ſhining with- 
inus, as Hierocles excellently diſcourſes , 
Nd) @ os oglp meil:%, x; O49, 7Tw7ey bh * od gay 
Aoptieey jo Or Vuorgirer 7 hinting autos Tam 
G3) a 6 be@® ceite voult + K) yive) oruing@ 
Otw n &7 ity Naxciuiny Ju, " ex 79 OEop 1, 
To A4uoew em EMTs on TT as mean that 
iS, To at according to the dictates of Right 
Reaſon, ts the ſame as t3 ebey God; for the 
rational Nature being oxce raiſed to the 
p'(ſefion of it's native brightneſs, wills aud 
atts according 10 the determinations of the 
Divine Law and pleaſure : and the holy 
Soul that thus participates of the Deity , 
becomes in ever} thing conformable to the 
mind of God, and frames the whole Syſtem 
and comprehenſion of it's attions by the 


condautt and gnidance of that Eternal 
Splendor. 
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Splendor. All our knowledge in this our 
ſtate of degeneracy and imperf&ion, may 
not unfitly be called , according to the 
Platoniſts, a Reminiſcency, or an awaken- 
ing choſe mulcitarious Idea's eicher by her 
own internal Energy, or by the occurſions 
of ſenſible Phantaſms, which are treaſu- 
red up in the eſſence of: rhe ſoul her ſelf; 
for now that the ſoul is. ſent into this 
World, and rouz'd our of her long ſleep 
and ſtate of Inactivity, ſhe aRts over again 
her former life, and recals-thoſe Idea's 
and Notions of things which upon occa- 
fion ſhe exerted ſomewhere elſe. But 
whether we give heed to this Hypotheſis 
or no, it is certain, that 'our ſouls, as they 
come out of the hands of God, are nor 
like tranſparent Globes of pellucid Chry- 
ſtal, or fair and white ſheets wherein no- 
thing is written, but eſſentially ſtored and 
filled with the indelible CharaQers and 
Idea's of Truth, to whoſe light fo long 
as we faichfully atrend, though we wander 
in abſtruſe, rugged, and dark pathes, we 
need not queſtion but that at laft by their 
ſafe condut we ſhall arrive to the regi- 
ons of light, where all the miſts and dit- 
ficulties which before enveloped us ſhall 
vaniſh into perfe& day, and all things 
appear in their own proper dreſs, and 
D3 eſſen- 
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eſſential Charaers : but when we negle&t 
rogive heed to theſe ſure and infallible 
gudes, we are diſtrafted and m.ſerably 
confounded in the contemplation of things, 
and are at a loſs where to bottom or ſettle 
our ſelves, which the fore-mentioned 
Author took notice of in theſe words , 
$52:@ 3Þ 1 avy; wmv puns mar diagegpor hE 2 
gudmuy, Tray wi THis Kowdis *Eyvoiars og3us im) * 
That the Eſſential formes and Idea's of 
things are centrally co-united tothe ſoul, 
and not then firſt begotten when breughr 
into atual Exiſtence upon the ſeveral 
emergences of life ; but the effects of thar 
innate and pregnant Fecundity the kind 
and liberal hand of God beſtowed upon 
her, is a Noematical truth, and cannot 
but appear ſo to thoſe who attentively 
conſider and weigh the various animadver- 
ſivea&s, and diſcriminative judgments the 
{oul makes of things : Not to inſtance in 
thoſe relative notions of ſimilitude and 
proportion , and the conſideration of Hni- 
werſals which have no foundation in any 
thing beſide the mind it ſelf, what is it 
that can conclude the true magnitude of 
obje&s> For though we grant, that there 
is ſome picture or repreſentation of the 
objeR drawn in the bottom of the eye ; 
yet that being farr leſs then the real pro- 
| portion 
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portion and magnitude of the external 
obje, ir will be neceſſary thar the ſoul 
exert ſome innate Idols, whereby to give 
an exa& and perfe& judgment of it. Theſe 
=p3rs roiuale , of firſt notions and appre- 
henſions are the foundations of all Arts 
and Sciences, and of all Knowledge in the 
World , and whatever affeas us from 
without , doth but adminiſter ſeveral in- 
ances and due occafions ro the foul of 
working, and unrave!ling her own Uni- 
form eflence for the bringing into actual 
exiſtence this or the other Phantaſm. 
Wherefore in this the ſoul of man re{em- 
bles that ancient fountain of Bleſſedneſs 
which brought her into being ; and as he 
by his Almighty Flat, gave aCtual being 
to the ukibrion forms and Idea's eter- 
nally comprehended in his Infinite Wiſ- 
dome : ſo the humane ſoul by the energy 
of her will commands from her central 
pregnancy and fecundity, ſuch Images and 
Idea's as by their gentle lighr, fairly lead 
her to the knowledge of her ſelf and the 
whole Creation. Theſe are the glaſs which 
repreſents the lively Images of things , 
and from their convenience or diſconve- 
nience to theſe common notions ariſe 
their ſeveral differences and reaſons: As 
tor example , the denominations of m__ 
an 
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and evil, pulchritude and deformity, and 
all thoſe moral Entires ſpring not from 
any arbitrarious power which upon the 
impulſes of humour and will, can make 
them ceaſe to be what they are , nor do 
their Natures change and correſpond to 
the different modes of our conceptions , 
but remain Eternally and Immurably what 
we find them to be 3 for if they were (o 
only to appearance, and not really and ſub- 
ſtantially, as ſome P?hi/oſophers of old af- 
firmed, all Moral. Goodnets and Righte- 
ouſneſs would vaniſh into empty names 
and words, and Wickednefs and Evil 


* Pyrrho denyed that there 
was any turpitude or honeſty, 
Juſtice or injuſtice, or any 
ruth eu, but yveuw 5 4) 
#Jes ala Tis d vIpurss 
Texnav. Ding. Laert. in vita 
Pyrrhows. 


t Thus Tully ſpeaks de Log.r. 
Nos ad juſtitiam efſe nates» 
neg; opimone ſed Naturd 
conſt itutum efſe jus. 

And Seneca Epiſt. 97. Illic 
diſſentiamus cum Epicuio , 
wbi dicit ailil juſtum efſe 
uatura, & crimina vitanda 
efſe, quia vitayi metws 701 
poteſt, 


terwoven 1a t 


would have nothing bur 
a * Fantaſtick being. We 
are therefore to conceive 
an innate Goodneſs and Evil 
in things anteced:nt to our 
apprehenſionsof them i: By 
the Goodneſs of Moral ob- 
jects, I mean, their congru- 
tty , Conveniency and har- 
mony ; and by Ew1l, their 
diſſonancy , diſconvenience 
anddiſagreement with thoſe 
Erernal Yeritzes or icom- 
mon notions God-hath in- 


be Eflential contexture of 
our beings. Now becauſe the ſoul of men 
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(not only in his lapſed and degenerate e- 
ſtare, wherein ſin hath defaced the work- 
manſhip of Gods own hands, and ſpread 
a cloud of death and deformity over hea- 
vens brighter Image , but in his greateſt 
inno.ency and glory, before Ie knew 
what Rebellion meant) conlitts ot a dou- 
ble Nature, the one meerly Animal, go- 
verned by ſenſe and the principles of 
pleaſure, and relliſhing nothing bur the 
grateful and alluring motions of the body z 
and the other Intelleual and perceptive, 
a ray and beam let dowh from the Sun of 
heaven, -and of a near cognation and afh- 
nity with the Deity 3 therefore I ſay, we 
are not todiſcriminate Moral aQs by their 
harmony and diflonancy with the Animal, 
but TntellefFual many for the proper ob- 
je of the firſt is the 2 54, whatſoever 
15 pleaſant and delightfome, luſcious and 
{weet, diſpreading all it's powers into the 
luxuriancy and exorbirancy of corporeal 
life : But the other more ſevere and caſtt- 
gate part of the ſouls diQates, the 7 Sew, 
what ought to be done, that is, what con- 
tains in it an eternal and indiſpenſable ne- 
ceſſity. Since therefore all thoſe Moral 
Axiomes and Propoſitions which we find 
treaſured up in the ſoul, are not Thetical 
and poſitive , as depending upon __ 
ux 
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flux of Gods will and power ; but zats- 
ral and immmwtable, and can no more be 
altered by him then he can die or put a 
period to his Exiſtence , and the intel- 
leual faculties of men being gradual de- 
rivations and declenſions: from the Divine 
Nature, and made up of ſuch unalterable 
principles, it muſt needs follow, that what- 
ever bears an amicable correſpondence 
with them, ſhould be accounted as indu- 
birable and certain, and their determina- 
tions rever'd as ſacred and holy, For ſuch 
is the frame and furniture of our Spirits, 
that they cannot become indifferent to the 
reception of every thing propounded to 
them , bur are farally and neceſſarily 
bound up to certain Laws and Conditi- 
ons, which (as I ſaid) arethe tranſcripts 
of the Moral Nature of God , and both 
guide us through the Labyrinth of the ab- 
ſtruſeſt Theory, and ſerve for the explo- 
ration of whatever Doin either is known 
already, or we have great reaſon to ſu- 
ſpe&K to be adulterate. Theſe are the 
very conſtitutive and fundamental Prin- 
ciples of our being men , and he that is 
throughly conſcious of the innate Gene- 
rofity and Manlyneſs of his own mind , 
can no more violate any of them , then 
cndure a painful difciſion and oy >" 
O 
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of his bodily life. I confels there are ſome 
ſo firangely perplext and confounded 
within themſelves, partly from their own 
depraved tempers , and partly from the 
diſtortion of thoſe genuine formes by an 
evil education, that they can ſcarce aſſent 
to a Mathematical Demonſtration-: bur 
yer if they would give themſelves liberty 
of a free enquiry into Truth, they are 
not uncapable of a Divorce and Separation 
from thoſe perverſe Principles 3 which can 
no better way bedone then by ſuſpending 
their aſſent, and laying alide all their old 
Phantaſmes and Prepoſleſſions, till they at- 
rain to a clear and diſtin& apprehenſion 
of whatever ir be that they converſe with z 
and by ſo doing they ſhall ar laſt put a final 
ſtop tothe importunate incurſions of thoſe 
falſe Judges , and clear themſelves from 
all rheir formerly imbibed Prejudices, and 
Truth will ſhine forth arrayed and deckr 
with her own native beauty and luſtre , 
and we ſhall find a laſting peace and calm 
within us. In the management cherefore 
of this Argument we ſhall follow the clear 
du of Reaſon, and guide our ſelves by 
thoſe Sacred Laws we find indelibly en- 
graven inthe centre of our beings; and in 
conformity to this, we ſhall lay down ſe- 
vere Propoſitions , by which the unrea- 
ſ{onable- 


25 


Gods Goodneſs Vindicated 


ſonableneſs of this rigid Do@rine we 
are Impugning, will manifeſtly be de- 
rected, 


I, To render any being ina far worſe 
condition, and more miſerable ſlate, 
then it's nature and capacities were 
intended for, without any conſidera- 
tion ef an antecedent Crime, or Subſc- 
quent advantage accruing, meerly upon 
will and pleaſure, is repugnant 10 ihe 
light of natural Reaſon. 


There is no life fo fallen out or diſſa- 
tisfied with it ſelf, as to ſeck it's own ruine 
and- torment, but ſtudiouſly endeavours 
co aſlert ir ſclt into the higheſt happineſs 
it's nature is capable of , and exerts and 
diſplayes all it's powers for the acquiſition 
of what is molt congruous and ſuitable to 
it's internal frame and complexion : Now 
to diſturb the kindly aCtings of ſuch a be- 
ing by a perverſe diſlocation of it's con- 
texture and capacities, railing thereby the 
moſt exquiſite ſenſe of pain and torture, 
meerly for the ſatisfa&tion of an unaccoun- 
table fancy and petulant humour, what is 
it but co a& according to the - principles of 
the higheſt cruelty and oppreflion > For 
what greater a& of ferity and barbarity 
can 


| - 
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can be imagined then to vex and hurt the 
innocent, and that upon no other account 
but becauſe we will have it ſo> yea, it 
is judged ſo higha piece of depravity and 
degeneracy, that wile men have thought it 
inconſiſtent with the very nature of the 
Devil, to do miſchicf for miſchiefs ſake. 
Yet ſuch a face of things do theſe Abſolute 
Reprobationiſts repreſent to the World, 
while they make the benigne Father of 
humane ſouls, tobe fo far diſpleaſed with 
his own dear off-ſpring, as without any 
fault of theirs, to detrude them from that 
happy ſtate wherein at firſt he made them, 
being capable of the reception and com- 
munication of his own Nature, into a 
condition of intolerable and eudleſs miſe- 
ry, and all this meerly upon his will and 
pleaſure. For ſurely the ſouls of men as 
they come out of the benigne hands of 
God, are fitted for very noble and excel- 
lent purpoſes, and may if God fo pleaſe, 
ating according to ther intrinfick powers, 
become the capable ſubje&s of his bound- 
leſs Goodneſs, and rejoyce in a cheerful 
contemplation of their own powers and 
faculties, and the Theory of the outward 
Creation , and in beholding the Symme- 
icy of all things with that firſt and 4rchz- 
zypal Idea according ro which all things 

in 
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ip their proportion were fram'd. And if 
befide this, we confader what high improve- 
ments the ſoul is capable of, and the ex- 
cellency and glory of her Nature when 
diveſted of the rags of Mortality (an ob- 
ſcure ſubindication of which we have, as 
well in thoſe conflias ſhe hath with the 
body, wherein ſhe aſpires and elevates 
her ſelf to the obtaining ſomething better 
then ſhe now poſleſſes, and alſo in thoſe 
high and raiſed preſages ſhe makes of a 
tranſcendent, free, and enlarged life when 
ſhe takes her flight from this lower world) 
if I ſay, we conider the extent of her capa- 
cities , and the exquiſite pulchrimnde and 
beauty of her frame and ſtructure, it will 
appear an a& of the higheſt unreaſonable- 
nefs, that I may not ſay extreameſt rigour 
and injuſtice in the VVorld, to render her 
being innocent and blameleſs the more 
miſerable by being once happy , and to 
make her condition infinitely worſe then 
that wherein ſhe was at firſt created, or 
to which ſhe is in a poſſibility of at- 
taining. Nor can this be falved and 
cured by the 3%» edpuaxey of Gods un- 
limited and uncontrollable Power and 
Dominion over his Creatures , whereby 
he may do with them whatever he pleaſes ; 
For beſide that *tis no way diſhonourable 
ro 
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to Gods everbleſſed Nature to ſay, that 
his Will and Power are not arbitrarious 
and ungovernable z bur regulated and 
ballaſted by a Supreme Goodneſs: we are 
not in this caſe to look for bare Will, which 
is in itſelf a meer blind principle ; but for 
ſomething more Soveraign, for Wiſdom 
and Counſel, and for ends worthy of thar 
adorable Majeſty which not only broughe 
into being , but perpetually intereſles ir 
ſelf in the affairs of the whole Creation, 
God cannot a& below himſelf, or ſtain 
the beautious productions of his fertile 
Nature with the baſe alloy of ſelf-advan- 
tage and accruments z but alwayes works 
conformably to Abſolute Goodneſs, in which 
all his Agions are terminated and con- 
cluded, It was from this fertile womb that 
the whole Creation iſſued forth, and God 
can deal no otherwiſe with his Creatures 
then may be conſiſtent with the Eternal 
and Unchangeable Laws of ſo Majeſtick 
a principle : and if it were once concluded 
againſt the proud Phariſees, by him who is 
the Eflential Wiſdom of God, That it & 
better 10 ſave life then to deſtroy ; we may 
be ſure that Almighty arme which ſuſtains 
and governs the World , will never hurt 
any of mankind before they ruine andun- 
do themſelves. Sooner may thoſe bright 
Lamps 
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Lamps of Heaven, which are perpetually 
circling us, keep back and ſuſpend their 
beams, then the Divine Goodneſs be ſepa- 
rated from any thing that is willing to be 
united to him, Gods Rule and Domi- 
nion over the World is good and juſt, 
dads" nv evon (6 Od) ale 5 vheis wei wduds 
Ns Gin) e%&, as Hirrocles (peaks out 
of Plats; that is, God being naturally and 
eſſentially Good , cannot poſiibly conceive 
any envy or hatred at the condition of any 
thing he has made, He 1s not like the 
Oftricch, which { as Fob tells us.) leaves 
her eggs in the ſand, and forgets that the 
foot may cruſh them, and hardens her ſelf 
againſt her young ones as if they were not 
hers : but exerciſcs a tender care and loving 
'Providence over the whole Creation, and 
ſheds a benigne influence upon his nume- 
rous iſſue. And to this the inward ſenſe 
of every good man bears witneſs , whoſe 
felicity is multiplyed by ſeeing others as 
happy as himſelt: andifir be a perfeRion 
in our Natures to be propenſe ro mercy 
and compaſſion, and to do all that good 
which lies in our powers, then ſurely if 
we take a proſpe& of Gods infinite and 
complete Goodneſs from the benigne 
and harmleſs temper of a vertuous and 


good man, we muſt neceſſarily conclude, 
that 


CO ans 
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that he cannot make any of the Creation 
miſerable without conſideration of their 
own default. A good man looks not upon 
himſelf as ſome . particular being divided 
from the reſt of the World ; but'as a mem- 
ber of the whole Creation,” which-in con- 
formity to his Great Maker , he 'accounits 
a part of his care, and! graſps every. des 
gree of life. within: his boundleſs mitnid'; 
and if it lay'in his breaſt he would inveſÞ 
them with all 'that| happineſs God made 


them for, 'And beſide, what every boun- 


tiful and benigne man experiences in him- 
ſelf, we have ſome inſtances of this Uni- 
verſal Charity left upon record, VWhar 
paſſionate eruptions of ſpirit do we find 
in the holy men. of old > Blot we out of 
thy book, ſayes Moſes ; and ; 1 could wiſh 
my ſelf accarſed from Chriſt , for my Bre- 
thren and Kinſmen according t0 the fleſh, 
ſayes St, Paul: Yea further,” Iam perſwa- 
ded,that if ir were poſſible for a good man 
to be {lain a thouſand times; yet ſo oftew 
as he revived , he would ſtill forgive" the 
hand that ſtruck: him: and which is yet 
more, he could'be' content” Vif it might 
ſtand with the: goodneſs of God ) to lie 
in Hell to all Eternity, ſo that he might 
be without fin, rather then that any of r 

ſons-of men ſhould be forever G_ 
E an 
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and debarr'd from the love and favour of 
God, And now do but compare this Noble 
and Heroical Spiric, with that incxhauſted 
fountain-o& (Goodneſs which is concentred 
in. the Eſſence of the Deity ; and we ſhall 
ſoon ſee, that God is {o: far from making 
any of his innocent Creatures miſerable 
thar, ating according to the eternal laws 
of his own Nature , he muſt neceſlarily 
conſult the good and welfare of rhem all. 
God is Eſſential Goodneſs,an immenſe Oce- 
an of love, which knows no bounds nor 
limits : Man js only good by participation, 
ahd his greateſt perteion 1s but a deriva- 
tive ray from that ſpotleſs Orbe of lighr 
andglory. Man can but wiſh and delire 
the accompliſhment and perfc& eſtabliſh- 
ment of every thing in that happineſs *ris 
capable of 5 bur ir1s inthe Power of God 
not only to wiſh all things happy : but if 
he pleaſe, to make them really fo. What 
x there then left but the malignity and bir- 
terneſs of peeviſh Spirits to hinder or dil- 
countenange the Univerſal happineſs of che 
whole World > 1 wiſh therefore that the 
ſtrenuous aſlerters of Gods v0 and un- 
accountable Dominion over his Creatures, 
would take heed, that under pretence of 
magnifying his Power, they do not dero- 
gate from thoſe more excellent peopennnt 
0 
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of his Nature , Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
There are certain immutable and un- 
changeable laws fixed and radicated in the 
very centre of the Deity, and which he 
can no more {werve from , then he can 
ceaſe to be z and Goodnels being, the firſt 
pregnant root of all things, cannot fail of 
ating according to it's Eſſential plenitude 
and exuberancy ; that is, of communica- 
ting it's ſelf co all capable ſubje&s, as the 
lighe cannot withhold from darting it's 
beams through the pervious air, 

And here Icannot omit to recite thoſe 
blaſphemous Poſitions. which have been 
maintained by ſome rigid Calwvinifts, that 
the World may fee how farr men may 
pur our the light of their Natural Reaſons 
by prejudice and paſſion, and yet avouch 
their Dogmata as Oraculous, 

Amyraldus apud Curcellanm de jure Det 
inCreaturas inaocentes, Cap. 7, Hot igttur 
ex iſta Jobi hiſtoria colligimus z licere Deo 
ſe wellet, ab ills jure quod pofitum ef 
@ 1j ardwiig, ea facere que ab Arminia- 
nts injuſta eſſe judicautur Cauſa enim 
cerie illim erit in Majeſtatis eminentid 
immenſa ; que quia immenſaeſt, preſtabit 
ex 4quo, ut que mints que magis m- 
Juſta ſunt, facere poſiit s1dSiras, Statue igh- 
tur quantanlibet injuſtitie magnitudinem 
2 in 
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in to quod creatura inſons addicitur cruciatl- 
bus aterns: attamen 1d fi Dews factat, Maje- 
ſtatis que in ipſo eft magnitudo, attionem ab 
omni reprehenſione aut caercitione vindicabit, 

So likewiſe Szydlovins in Prafat. ad 
Vindic. as he is cited by the fame Author, 
Dico hic ingenae, qd. ſcil, Dew & poſſir 
uninus ptccatum alter: impmtatum mortie 
eterna punire, & piſſit ad interitum ordj- 
nare, obligare hominem ad impoſcibile , & 
ob non preſtitum hoc quod ei dare non de- 
crevit, eundem Ppunire: Quod velit pecta- 
tum: 2uodprohibendo aliquid, contrariam 
ejus facere ipſemet poſſit : Qued que velit 
zdeo juſta-ſint, quia wult z non vero ideo 
wvelle quia juſta fint, &&c, Que omnia cum 
weriſſima ſint 3"ideo tanto periculoſius ne- 
gata fueriuni, quanto propins (ut fic dicam) 
Dei poteſtatem extenuabant & enervabant, 

Theſe Poſitions are ſo full of horrid con- 
ſequences, ſo inconſiſtent with the bleſſed 
Nature of God , -and ſo contrariant with 
the natural and caſie Idea's of our minds, 
that it ſhall be enough to} have tranſcribed 
them, In the mean time ir highly con- 
cerns every Good man to think as hono- 
rably of God as poſſibly he can, and ren- 
der his apprehenſions of that adorable 
Being;-amiable and lovely z for the time 


will come when God will unmask all the 
falſe 
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falſe and unworthy conceptions men have 
entertained of him, and- vindicate his abu- 
ſed Glory from all the defiled ſpors they 
have ſullied it with, and diſcover to them 
their perverſe and obſtinate Errors, by a 
light clear as the noon day, and every one 
ſhall be aſhamed that hath not thought ſo 
magnificently of his Nature as he ought 
to do, 

But here I foreſee it will be ObjeQed 
by ſome, That fince none of mankind can 
be good to God as advantaging him any 
thing, and the ſole end of. their Creation 
being for their own good and happineſs, 
that benign Author conſidering what and 
how he had made them, and what was 
likely to be the {ad doom of moſt of them 
by revolting from his bleſſed life through 


the neceſſary imperfe&ion ' of their Na- * 


tures (Lapſability being eſſentially inter- 
woven in the. very contexture of their 
beings ) he ſhould be obliged through the 
infinite fertility of that principle of Love 
out of which he made them , and which 
delights not in the calamity of any'\of the 
Creation, to have made them impeccable, 
tharſo they might never have loſt thoſe 
beautiful forms he engraved in them, and 
conſequently never incurr'd the ſeverity of 
his diſpleaſure, 

E3 And 
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And here, that I may keep my ſelf wich- 
in the bounds of ſober Theology , and de- 
termine nothing inconſiſtent to thoſe Sa- 
cred Oracles whoſe Authority ought to 
be tenderly regarded: I anſwer, 

1. That God making all things according 
to their reſpeRive Idea's , which eternally 
ſhone in his Allcomprehenfive Wifdom, it 
became neceſlary that he ſhould bring into 
being ſuch lapſable Creatures as the fouls 
of men; for there being a fair poſhbiliry 
of ſuch intermediate Effences as humane 
ſouls , which ſhould be ſomerhing below 
the Nature of Angels, and yet ſuperiour 
to Bruts ; and the Divine Fecundity being 
ſuch as ( to ſpeak with reverence ) did 
neceſſarily conſtrain him to expand his in- 
finite Plenitude in the produdtion of what- 
ever included no incompolibility of Ex- 
iſtence, it is notto be imagined that his 
Nature ſhould be leſs fruitful then the 
conceptions and apprehenſions of men , 
who can diſtinatly and rationally place 
another Species of Beings, and fill up that 
empty Chaſme between thoſe two ſovaſt- 
ly diſtant degrees of life, Angels and 
Beaſts, And therefore if men had been 
made Impeccable, there would want ſuch 
an order of Creatures in the World , as 
might with thoſe glorious Morning-ſtarrs 
actuate 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation. 
atuate a body of an Ethereal and hea- 
venly conſiſtency, and yet with Brute- 
Animals be furniſhed with a congruity 
ro inform courſer matter , and appear 
upon the earth clothed with fleſh and 
blood. 

2. God who is in himſelf a full and 
compleat Happineſs, did likewiſe grant to 
all the produQtions of life, a power of 
exerting thoſe faculties his bountiful hand 
beſtowed upon them, and ſo of enjoying 
themſelves in the free uſe and exerciſe 
of them, and like an indulgent Father per- 
mitted chem the pleaſures and gratificati- 
ons of every degree of life he had placed 
in them; ſo that it ſeems a Benefit or 
Sacred Donative collated on mankind , 
that they were not ſtated in an inamiſh- 
ble Happineſs. For though we ſhould ſay 
with ſome , that ſuch is the Nature and 
Fabrick of humane ſouls, that unleſs we 
engage Divine Power in a perpetual Mt- 
racle, they could nor be conſtitured in an 
Illapſable condition z yer that All-know- 
ing mind foreſaw, thar the calamity which 
many of them were: like tq undergo by 
deſerting their primitive Happineſs, was 
not Cufcient ro Out-ballance the good 
which might accrue to themſelves and the 
reſt of the Creation in their produion z 
E 4 for 
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for albeit rhey were made Lapſable, yet it 
was no wayes neceſſary that they ſhould 
actually recede from. their bleſſed life, 
and it was only their careleſs and negligent 
uſe of - Gods'pateraal bounty in taking to 
themſelves too great a liberty of enjoying 
the pleaſures reſulting from Corporeal 
life, which were allowed them in due 
meaſures and degrees, whereby the Ani- 
madverſion was too farr called off from 
a ſteady obſervance of the Commands and 
Laws of the Divine life, that turned Adam 
and the reſt of his Off-ſpring out of a 
Paradiſiacal felicity into a World of briers 
and thorns, Burt beſide this, God _—_— 


beholding in himſelf the Idea's of ſuch. 


mutable creatures , which being brought 
into Being , would afterwards ruinethem- 
ſelves, did as it were on ct purpoſe in- 
terweave many acerbities'and incommo- 
dities in the ſtructure of their beings , 
which might check and reſtrain their other- 
wiſe exorbitant luſts, when they are ſedu- 
cing them to an caſie deſcent, and ſeaſona- 
bly remind them of that better ſtate they 
are apoſtatizing from. Laſtly, God be- 
holding the lapſe and degeneracy of hu- 
mane-ſouls, and conſidering that ir ſome- 
what proceeded from that incompoſſibility 
he himſelf had wrought in their Eſſential 
ftrucure, 


ea oa} bo &@ wh 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation. 
ſtruure,he determined to ſend down upon 
carththe Meſſias, whoſe pure and immacu- 
late ſoul never left the bright Manſipns of 
Innocency with the reſt of his degenerate 
Brethren, to the intent that he might de- 
clare to fallen men, the unfeigned deſire 
and will of God, to re-inſtate them in the 
poſſeſſion of their ancient glory 3 and in 
purſuance of this good-intention of his, to 
aſſure them of the powerful condu& of his 
everbleſled Spirit, which ſhould be in them 
a never-failing principle of life, both in this 
World, and the other. Thus we ſee, thar 
notwithſtanding the infinite fulneſs of the 
Divine Goodneſs, abundantly ſhed a- 
broad uponthe whole Creation ; yet was 
not God art all obliged to create man #m- 
peccable. 


2, Todctermine by an abſointe and poſitive Prop. 2. 


att the Happineſs of ſome , and the 
Miſery of others , axd yet to Decree 
the ſame upon condition of their Obe- 
dience or Diſobedience , is inconſiſtent 
with the light of Reaſon, 


That the ſame thing be both Abſolute 
and Conditional, is as great a contradicti- 
on as can be imagined 3 and therefore to 
decree a benefit to any perſon Ny 
an 
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and without any reſpe& whatever, and yet 
to propoſe the ſame under certain terms 
and conditions of ating, mult needs be of 
the ſame Nature. But here that the Aſſerters 
of Gods Abſolute Decrees concerning the 
Salvation and Damnation of particular per- 
ſons, might ſave the credit of their DodFrin 
from thoſe abſurdities it lies obnoxious to, 
they have invented a pretty Subterfuge , 
and they tell us, That God doth irreſiſtably 
work the condition in thoſe whom he 
intends to ſave, And what is this but to 
make God a ayomain)vs, one that afts 
upon ſuch arbitrarious Principles, as every 
wile man would be aſhamed to own in 
the condutt of his life and ations > *Tis 
very ſtange ro ſee how men will labor and 
roil to ſupport and keep up a ruinous fa- 
brick, which if let fall , would aſſuredly 
prove an advantage tothe Chriſtian worlg: 
but ſtrely God needs no ſuch Patrons to 
defend the righteouſneſs and equity of his 
dealing with the ſons of men, and I may 
ſay to them as once Fob expoſtulated with 
his Friends, Wj# ye ſpeak wickedly for God ? 
or ralk deceitfully for him ? will you accept 
his perſon ? This s, as he afterwards tels 
them,to mock God, as one man mocketh ano- 
ther, For if he determine ſalvation ro men 
hypohetic«#y ; that is, with reſpe ro _ 
obe- 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation. 
obedience, and he himſelf work the con- 
dition in them by a ſuperventent and ir- 
reſiſtable force, How can they be ſaid in 
propriety of ſpeech co have performed ir? 
and, how can their Obedience ( if it can 
be called ſo) be termed an aof their du- 
ty (which is alwayes in reſpe& of a Su- 
perior ) when they themſelves are wholly 
paſſive > VWherefore, according to this rate 
of ſpeaking, God muſt be ſaid to reward 
himſelf, Laſtly, He that promiſes a- re- 
ward upon condition of Obedience, ſup- 
poſes the perſon to be in a capacity of dif- 
obeying, and the reward is added as an in- 
ciration roquicken and a&tuarehis Obe- 
dience; otherwiſe it will be as ridiculous 
as to confer a benefit upon a man if he 
will breathe: for the man is no more 
able to diſobey, then a ſtone nor to fall 
downward,” or flame nor to alcend. Now 
if God tranſa& the whole buſineſs by his 
Almighty and never-failing Power, with- 
out any the leaſt artemprs or offers of man 
towards it, how is he left in a poſhibiliry 
of diſobeying > and, What need there any 
reward be adjudged to man for the per- 
formance of that which God intends to 
bring to perfeaion without his co-opcra- 
tion or endeavours? So on the otherlide, 
Is it not a ſtrange diſpenſation, and wholly 
un- 
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unworthy the God of Truth , thus to de- 
ceive his Creatures, by telling them, that 
they are the cauſe of their own ruine, and 
that it is only their own obſtinate and per- 
verſe wills which deprive them of that 
Bleſſedneſs he prepared for them, and 
caſe them to inherit bitterneſs and ſor- 
row, when hedid by an Antecedent and 
Inconditionate Decree,deſtinate and mark 
them out to an Eternal Miſery > The truly 
knowing Spiric will not be put off with 
Pageantry and fair ſhows ; but will look 
for ſomething ſolid and ſubſtantial, which 
may be indeed Saris , worthy of thar 
ExcellengyGoodneſs and Wiſdom, which 
brought into being the beautiful frame of 
Heaven and Earth, If ſuch ſhifts there- 
fore- as theſe may paſs for cucrant ar the 
Great day of God, I cannot ſee how 
Wicked mens mouths can be ſtopped , 
and the whole unrighteous World be- 
come warhe& 1 Og, Subjef? and obnoxt- 
ous 10'the juſt Judgment of God, For, 
how eaſie is it for them to plead an 
exemption from Puniſhment , although 


_ they never performed the conditions of 


the Goſpel; becauſe the ſame abſolute 
and peremptoery Will which of old deſign- 
ed their deſtruction , did likewiſe perfectly 
diſable chem from doing any thing that 
might 
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might conduce to their Happineſs > and, 
What were they that they conld withſtand 


God ? 


Pg 
3. To command men t0 Att according 80 Prop. 3. 


a Law under 4 certain and ſevere 
Puniſhment , and yet 10 take away all 
Power and Ability of Ating according 
to the Tenor of that Law, « contrary 
20 the diftates of Right Reaſon, 


That I may fully clear this Propoſition, 
I ſhall go by theſe Gradations. 

1. That men may reaſonably come un- 
der any Obligation by a Law, it is neceſla- 
ry that that Law be Promulgated, other- 
wiſe it i5 no Law, norcan it reach or have 
influence upon any mans perſon ; for the 
Promulgation of it is an Effential quali- 
fication of a Law, according to thar 
known Maxime of the Canon Law, Leges 
Conftituuntur cum Promulgantur : Laws 
are thes Conſtituted when they are Pro- 
mulgated.: And that of the Civilians, Leges 
que conſtringunt hominum wvitas, intellig 
ab omnibus debent; Thoſe Laws which 
have influence upon Mens lives, ought 10 
be underſtood of all. Thus among the Ro- | 
mans, the manner of publiſhing a Law, 
afrer it had been approved and recorded, 
was, 
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was, by hanging it up in Tables of Braſs 
in their ataces or at their Church 
doors, as Tacitw in his Annals reports ; 
whence legem figere, is to Ena@ and Eſta- 
bliſh a Law. Hence ir is that the Fewiſh 
Law has no obligation upon Chriſtians , 
becaule ic was Promulgared only to them, 
and ſo became peculiar to their Nation , 
Audi lſrael, Hear 0 Iſrael; and if any part 
of it have influence now upon the Chriſtian 
World, it muſt be becauſe ir is repeated 
anew by the Son of God, the great 
youlrns of the Chriſtian Occonomy 3 for | 
whatever -15 contained in it beſide , con - 
formable to the laws and diftates of Na- 
rure, obliges us not as given by Moſes, bur 
by virtue of that antecedent Univerſal law 
common to all rational beings. Nor was 
the Heathen World at all concerned in 
the Fewiſh Diſcipline, upon the ſame ac- 
count; becauſe it was reſtrained and con- 
fined to the Fwdaical Repablick ; for had 
ic been of an Univerſal extent, there is no 
doubt but it would have been publiſhed 
to the Pagans allo z and the Jewiſh Pro- | 
phets when they reprehended the Heathez 
Kings for their enormities , would like- 
wiſe have taken notice of this in eſpecial | 
manner , that they did not conform to the 
Diſcipline of the Fews/h Church, and ac- 
cordingly 
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cordingly ſharply reproved them for it , 


. which we never find they did at any 


time, | 

2, That a Law . may have force aud 
obligation upon Men, aud they be reaſo- 
nably puniſhed for the tranſgreſſion of it, 
'tis requiſite that it be ſo framed ,. that 
every man who hears of it, may know by 
ſome general or particular . notices whe- 
ther he be concerned and .intereſſed in it 
or no, 

Our .blefled Lord having finiſhed all 
things commitggd tro him on Earth, and 
being now to enter into his glory , gave 
command to his Diſciples and Apoſtles to 
Preach the Goſpel, ay 75 «ion, tos the 
whole Creation of mankind ; by which be 
ſufficiently evidenced, that it was his mind 
and will, that all the World, ro whom it 


| ſhould come, ſhould yield obedience to 


this his Evangelical Inſtitution ; for he 
addes, Whoever believes and © Baptized, 
ſhall be ſaved: but he that believes not , 
thall be damned : wherefore every man 
muſt look upon himſelf concern'd in: this 
holy Diſpenſation. Bur according to.the 
Calwiziſtical Dorine, Reprobates cannot 
in reaſon be puniſhed for their non-ſub- 
mifſion or violation of the Evangelical 
Law, becauſe they are no way Ince 

under 
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under it 3 not in their perſonal capacities, 
as being nor by name ſpecified in it 3 nor 
under any general terms , for the GAſpel 
( ſay they ) was not given to Reprobates, 
to the intent that'they ſhould be ſaved by 
their obedience of it : bur the miniſtra on 
of it is continued meerly upon the account 
and intereſt of thoſe few Ele&, whom the 
Divine Pleaſure intended by a fair and 


irrefiſtable gal to carry into the Port of 


Erernal Bliſs and Felicity, Wherefore this 
new and perfe& Law, ſeems not at all ob- 
ligatory to Reprobares 3; fg, how can they 
be ſaid to be damned for- not obeying the 
Goſpel, when they were from -all Eternity 
deſtin'd to; deſtruction by an irreſpeQive 

and irrevocable Decree ? | 
3- That a Law may be Obligatory, 
"tis neceſſary- that it- injoyn 'nothing bur 
what- is poſſible to be 


* Solon apud Plutarchum, $6 3 . 
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Ms ul mes dxgiws #9 - "capacities of the intere(- 


| ſed perſons, and in re- 

ſpe& of the matter or things themſelves 
commanded in ir. 

That no man is bound to. impoſſlbili- 


ties, is as indubitable in Morals, as the cir- 


culation of the blood. in Medicks, or the 
regular motion of the Planets around their 
centre 
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centre' in Natural Philoſophy : God can- 
not therefore in Equity command, nor in 
Reaſon expe&, that 'an 'impure\ and un+ 
holy perſon who is: alive only ro the bru- 
tifh life, ſhould of afadden leap from this 
frail and periſhing ſtate of Mortality, into 
that exalted and Deiferm condition of the 
Spirics. of juſt men made perfe&'z becaufe 
there-is. an impoſſibility contained in che 
command , . conſidering the ' incapacity of 
the Perſon for 'fuch a ſudden undertaking, 
his faculties being'broken and disjoynted , 
which require time to be fer in order, and 
recover their ſtrength 'again z and: withall 
bearing in mind, the power and vigour of 
the life of ſenſe and: corporeity, which is 
fo great thar it's lovely contrary like an 
opprefſed Prince , can only continue it's 
juſt and rightful claim to the Empire and 
Soveraignty of .the mans mind, bur can- 
not atrain'to' the full and complearpoſſe(- 
fon of ir's dominions, till after a long and 
tedious diſpute wirhthe unrightcous Na- 
ture , and it's treacherous. Adherents. 
Should | the All-wiſe” Governor of the 
World command men! ts gather grapes 
thorns, or figs of '1hiſtles, Reaſon it ſelf 
would admir of their Apology, in that the 
miatrer would'not admit it, there was an 
impoſſibility in che: caſe , confidering the 
F Na- 
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Natures and Proprieties of things, In like 
manner, to apply this to the Decree of A4b- 
ſolute Reprobation : Can God in juſtice ex- 
ped the fruit of Righteouſneſs from rhoſe 
forlorn creatures , whom he hath made a 
prey to a certain ruine , when his bleſſed 
hands never vouchſafed to ſow the ſeed of 
his preventing and exciting Grace toward 
the completion of any living formation * 
Can he expoſtulate with chem that they 
did not walk in the ancient paths of Truth 
and. Vertue, when he himſelf rurned them 
out of that good way by a fatal Decree, in- 
to the dark and miry tracts of fin , where 
yet his benigne eyes ſaw them lie grove- 
ling, and refuſed to put under his compaſl- 
fionate arme to raiſe them up> Can he, 
without Hipocriſie, invite them to drink'of 
the waters of life freely, and puniſh them 
for not coming to thoſe ſalutary ſtreams 
whenhe has deprived them of their leggs, 
the principles of ſpiritual motion , which 
ſhould convey them thither > The good 
Samaritan in the Goſpel, was commended 
tor lending a Charitable heart and hand 
ro the calamitous perſon that fell _ 
Thieves : But theſe make God to be lels 
pitiful ro his Creatures ; nay, to have leſs 
Juſtice thanan ordinary man, by repreſen- 
ting him coming to the Wounded ſouls 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation. 
of Reprobates, and commanding them to 
perform his will, and a& their parts inthe. 


Family of the New Creation, when he 


himſelf had afore contrived to ſend them 
as a prey to Thieves, who ſtript them of 
their raiment,and ſodeeply wounded them, 
as that they quickly. became deſtitute of 
all ſenſe and motion, and almoſt life ir 
ſelf. How unreaſonable a thing is it, if any 
thing in the World deſerve that Name z 
for God to puniſh men for not lifting up 
themſelves upon the wings of faith and 
love, and taking their flight towards the 
New Feruſalem, when he himſelf has made. 
them Apterites, and diſpoyled them of 
their plumes, and yet will not ſcatter the 
dewy influences of heaven, nor ſuffer his 
clearing life to fall on them , that they 
may ſpring again > Can it be ſuitable to 
that bleſſed Being all whoſe aRions are 
juſt -and righteous, and whoſe Nature is 
that living law of Equity , according to 
which the whole World is governed, to 
command Impoſſtbilities, and call men ro 
an account for what was not in their 
Power to perform ?. The Szoick judged this 
unworthy the Deity, in that interrogation, 
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Governor of the World to require that 
at our hands,which we never were inabled 
ro do, there'will be no ſecurity left of our 
future ſubſiſtence, much lefs that we ſhall 
be happy in the other life. Yet in ſuch an 
Aſpe& as this we may. behold the- Do- 
' rine of Abſolute Reprobation , and being 
fuch inthe main parts and lineaments of ir, 
there is no man but may eatily judge of the 
whole; And if you will have a caſt of ſome- 
14%: 5b.;,thing to this purpoſe Mr. Calvis himſelf 
— rs will turniſh you, Ecce wocem ad 205 dirt- 
. * git; ſed ut magis obſurdeſcant ; Iucem ac- 
cendit, fed ut reddantur caciores ; doftri- 
nam profers., ſed qua maga obftupeſcant ; 
remedium adhibet, ſed ne ſanentar : that is, 
He calls to them, ( viz. God to Repro- 
bates) bur tis 0n purpoſe that they may be 
more deaf; be ſets a light before them, that 
by that Iuſter they may be more blind 3" be 
lajyes down 4 Dottrijne, that he may more 
confound avd amaxe them ;, laſtly, be ap- 
plies a remedy, but with this intent, that it 
may not heal them, And will-you think this 
worthy and becoming the Majeſty of that 
Good and Juſt God , who hath taken ſuch 
ſtrange and unimaginable wayes to make 
his Creatures happy, and who dayly woes 
the Sons of Men with arguments of the 
greateſt weight and ſeriouſneſs to accept 
his 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation, 

his offered Salvation > 1 cannot but ſpeak, 
and it were a crime to'be filent, when the 
glory of heaven thus lies at ſtake, the ho- 
nour of my Crearor trampled un che duſt, 


andthe ſpotleſs purity and: holineſs of his. 
Nature ſullyed and defiled by the impure 


conceprions of '. unhallowed judgments: 
Hear 0 Heavens, and give (tar O 'Earth, 
while I plead the cauſe of the holy One 
who is of purer eyes than 'ta behold iniquity, 
againſt the ignorant z-al of inconſ(iderate- 
perſons, who under -pretence of doing ho- 
nor to his Name, do really render that ad- 
mirable contrivance of God in the Goſpel, 
than which nothing was ever communica- 
ted to the World more full of incompre- 
henfible Wiſdom, -the moſt unreaſonable 
proje@ in the choiceſt parts of it, that ever 
was fet on foot: among the Sons of met''!: 
Do: you think the Eternal Logosior Reaſon 
of God, would declare a Do@rine to'the 
World that ſhonld bein all points, of all 
his numerous iſſue only unlike'the Father 3 
that is, that the Goſpel alone, among all the 
projeQions and: contrivances of that A8- 
comprehenſive Wiſdom: ſhould be found 
unred{onable > Refle& a while upon the 
Heroick Generofity, and Innate Nobility 
of your own Spirits, and let not your cort- 
ceptions of God and his Works dwindle 
F 3 away 
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away into childiſh Words and Names, 
nor ſtifle and ſuppreſs any noble ſenti- 
ments by perverſe altercations about terms; 
but ler a manly ſpirit poſleſle your breaſts, 
and look upon men as rational Creatures, 
the compoſure of whoſe ſouls, I mean their 
Intelle&ual frame, is ſuch, that every thing 
is not a congruous and proportionate ob- 
je& of their inward ſenſe, and it is not in 
their power toreceive Truth and Falſhood 
alike ; but as the cye cannot behold the 
ſun 54S; wi zrig&, unleſs it have ſome 
reſemblance of the Sun it ſelf ; ſo neither 
can the ſoul, wichour a great deal of mo- 
leſtation and regreat, embrace what is not 
congenerous to it's rational Nature. - And 
as it iSin Nature,every Plant is not adapted 
ro entertain every -particle that comes to 
nouriſh it, but admits only ſuch as are 
conſimilar to it's own pores; ſo the ſpirit 
of man being rational in all the ducts and 
lineaments- of it's moral ſtructure, cannor 
acquieſce in any thing that is irrational, 
nor receive any DoGrine but what is ho- 
mogeneal to it's inward temper, Conſi- 
der this I ſay, and judge of the Dodtrins 
you ſo earneſtly contend for by this Index 
and Rule, and remember , that ſo often 
as you propound any of the Dogmara of 
Chriſtianity eicher as unreaſonable in them- 
ſelves, 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation. 
ſelves, or make them appear ſo to others 


by your unwary and irrational Explication 
of them, you become treacherous'to your 


Saviour by pes much as in you lies,” 


thoſe good effects he intended. by the Pro- 
pogation of the Goſpel throughout the 


orld, and you likewiſe do violence tor 


the Nature of Mankind, by impoſing upon 
them what is plainly repugnant-thereto. 
But l fear I have been too luxuriant in.this 
ſudden, though not wholly ..zmpertinent 
Excurſion ; 1 ſhall therefore : immediare- 
ly fall upon the laſt Propoſition , whichis , 


4. That to Create and bring into Being Prop. 4. 
on Ppurpeſe to deſtroy arid make mi-' 


ſerable, is moſt irrational, 


There is no Being whether mcerly Sen- 
ſitive or Rational rog, but by a natural 
ſympathy and propenſion, loves-and takes 
care for® it's own off-ſpring : The Beaſts 
of the field, andthe Fowlsof the. air, bear 
a tenderneſs and affeRtion 'towards :their 
young , and never caſt of the; care and 
proteCtion of them, till time -haveenabled 
them to ſhifr for themſelves : The Hir- 
canlanTygers never diſcoyer rhe fiercenels 
of their cruel natures more vehemently 

| F 4 and 
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and paſſionately., rhan when'they are in 
danger of being: bereaved of their whelps. 
Thus have I ſeen a Serpent pall dawn the 
neft, and devoure the youhs ones of a lit- 
tle Bird before her eyes ,-avhile the inno- 
cent damine;-not dating tocome nigh, and 
yet unwilling to flie away, ſuffers a-prerty 
conroverlie berween love and fear with- 
ia her breaſt; continually. envitoning 'her 
more powerful adverſary by many circular 
flights, 'and:powring out invain her: pitiful 
—— into thoſe inſeafible cars;tillthe 
cruel.beaſt hath eateh 'up her lovitie/ (care 
and charge,and then ſhe mourns and makes 
the tfecs - participate of her grief, and of- 
ten with-ſ{ad-notes vilits the place -where 
lay the tragick- Scene of her latelt ſorrows. 
Should we aſcend to men who bear the 
fimilicade of heaven, even the moſt barba- 
rfous not 'excepred, they-all have a more re- 
gular 'cate atid:loveto rheif'off-ſpting that! 
brure - Animals, itaſmackias they partake 
of a higher degree of life, and have-the 
principles of Reaſon ſeated iinthem: And 
can any>tcader and compaſſionate- Father 
behold withour' a releriting and bleeding 
heart, his only'Soti racked or maflacred 
before His eyes, to ſatiific the brurith paſ- 
10n of ſome dlovd-chitſty Tyrant 3 _ 

| rai 


a2 ainſt Abſolute Reprobation. 

| frail men then be a precedent of love and 
tenderneſs to his Maker > Shall God,whoſe 
love is alwayes atntable and ſerene, with- 
out the leaſt diſturbance or cloudof paſh- 
on, be leſs pitiful to what he harh broughe 
into being , 'then frail atid'imperte&t mor- 
tals > It was a prevalent" argument which 
Moſes uſed in the behalf of che mutmaring 
and diſcontented 1/-4elitey, That if God 
proceeded againſt them in fury , ro.their 


JJ 


utter undoing; the Nations which bat heard Numb. 
his fame would ſay, Becanſe the Lorif was 14-15» 


not able 16 bring his prople into tht land * 


which he ſwave unto them , therefort be hath 
flain thew'in the WiHderntfs :- and may yor 
the _ mfamous © Y me, gar A 4 
more us pretext,” 'be caſt, upon the 
tiphous Providente of God, while in 
diſpleaſure! he perſecures to the death His 
innocent Progeny : Thar becauſe he was 
hot able to maintain them 'in that happi- 
neſs he deſigned chem for, he -bath-by an 
unalterable Jaw fixed' their eternal muſery 
and deftruiion, The ancient Philoſopher 
Pherecides-taught', that"God transformed 
himſelf into' Love, when' he brought into 
being the whole Creations and ſurelythar 
Love which moved him firft to a@&, can- 
not be thought to degenerate ſo far from 
it's Nature, as to be buſted in _—— 
t 


6. 
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the ruin of what is ſo newly brought forth, 
And though the Ancients did veil and 
obſcure their choiceſt Myſteries in Fables 
and Anigmatical Symbols, yet the intel- 
ligent inquirer may gather many ſubſtanti- 
al truths trom them, which being in them- 
ſelves ſo coherent with the Divine Ora- 
cles, ſeem to be a firm indication of Gods 
love and aftetion to the Sons of Men, and 
that-Providence being never excluded from 
any time or place, did in all ages and 
parts of the World, raiſe up ſuch conſi- 
derable. perſons, .and every way furniſh 
them with gifts and abilities, as might ſerve 
as inſtruments in her hand, to teach and 
inftra& mankind in- the true knowledge 
and worſhip of. the Deiry, Hence it. is, 
thatin the Gentile Theology, Leve is made 
the molt ancient of. the Gods, and the Sire 


of all things *, andis deſcri- 


* Plutarch tells us tho for bed by Simmias Rhodius in a 
this rea'on Hefied made : : - -M 
Ro ot anne pair, of Wings, which ſui 


the Gods, jva 1a JN ted, Well with the Symboli- 
beeiror wales Jobs. cal repreſentation. of the 


++ 1 Chaos ;, by an Egge which, 
was broogded and hatched under theſe 
wings of Love. Something of this we 
_ Ariſephons in Avibus ſporting 
WIGNAL, 


Xa & 


% 
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Xd@& I» & Egelis 74 waar aporr xy; Taplep® devs * 
Ind" #9" die, i ogrds ip © "Beifors ON is diem xomuis 
Tixles apuncey varnriuer Nut n= waaminle@& wor, 

'EZ & afed[aoulpars agouts eBAagey  Egws 6 molnrds 

EnaLur van wligyyiw Yovemn, Haw artuodin ira. 
OurG 5 der neggor wifes rojp x7 Taglegr bevs 
*Er267) Gow v0 nuiTveor 5 pany d1ayny is Pas 
Tlegrigy? I) un ny yr d Suvamnr veir Epos copiuubir d my]e, 
Zvuunyuuirar I" irigur friggts Your tears ataris Ty 

Kat yi, airmwy 7% 21ay wordgar yirO- aphiler. 


This Loye therefore, according to their 
Divinity, being the benigne Creator of all 
things , the Father of Men and Angels, 
from whoſe bounteous fecundity, the vaſt 
ſpaces of the external 'Creation became 
| repleniſhed with ſuitable inhabitants, muſt 
| needs be ever preſent with every thing he 

hath braught into being , and communi- 
cate himſelf to all his-Creatures , ſo. far 
as their reſpe&ive Natures are capable of 
receiving the influxes of his Paternal Good- 
neſs. Whar was therefore obſcurely-and 
imperfe&ly delivered by the Heathens , 
concerning : the produRtion of things, we 
have fully declared in the Moſaical hiſto- 
ry of the: Creation z - where we find the 
Holy Spirit of Love, by his foſtering incu- 
bation, bringing into being, and cheriſhing 
under his extended wings , the new-born 
World, 


- s % 
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World. Which manner of produQion 
ſurely denotes, a tender care and dear re- 
gard of whatever is brought into being z 
and therefore the Metaphorical expreſſion 
of Wings is often uſed in Sacred Writ, to 
ſet forth Gods loving care and providence 3 
Pſal. xci. 4+ He ſhall cover thee with his 
feathers, when thou betakeſt thy ſelf under 
the ſhadow of his wings. And when the 
bleſſed Jeſus would denote that dear love 
wherewith he would have embraced Fe- 
7#ſaletm, had ſhe renitned untohim, herels 
vs, that he would have gathered ber childres 
209ether 3+ Tbxor Entrorwdyes Ueves mi Sharia faulhs 
Vans Tis wheeviers 4s a bird gathertth her young 
wider ber wings, Mar, 23.37. God can- 
not be ſeparated from any of mankind, but 
as he brought them into being -for no orher 
end bur that they might taſte” of the com- 
munications of thts Nature, {6 he takes care 
that tiotic of chem ſhall fall ſhort of this 
deſirable end, but through their own -de- 
fault, 'O 5 aiv4wy mxJhp 3 v3s (ſaith Trifmeg?}.) 
© Cai ev ors amnsnrt 7 v3 war trÞ Tobvs 3 hed tn 
of 1dNs ai" i, 6: That mind which «the 
Fathty of all things, being life and natare 
#- ſelf, produced man like unto bimſelf, 
4nd loved him as his own off-ſpring. Buc 
far (hore of this comely Idea of the Di- 
Vine Nature is that of Calvin, who = 

"ry e 
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he been to deſcribe the  barbarous firata- 
gem of ſome cruel Nero, or one more 
inhumane - than the World hath _ yer 
known, contrived to flay the innocent un- 
der colour of Juſtice , could fcarce have 
done it with more horrgr.and amazement, 
than that wherein he . layes down - the 
eternal counſel of God againſt Repro- 


bates 3 Zuemadmodum ſue erga electos wo- Inftit.lib.z. 
Cap. 24. 
Seb8. 12. 


catianss tfficacia, [alutem ad quam ens eter- 
no conſilio deſtinaret , perficit Deus : its 
ſua habet adwverſus reprobos judicia, quibus 
conſulium de illis ſunm exequatar, Dos 
ergo in wvite contumeliam. & mortis ext. 
tium creavit, ut ire ſus organa forent & 
ſeverntatis exempla ;, eos, ut in finew ſuum 
perveniant nunc audiendi werbi ſui facul- 
rate privat + nunc ejus predicatione magis 
excacat & obſtupefacit: i,c, As God 
the ifficaty of his Vocation towards the Elet, 
compleates. that Salvation, to which be de- 
ſigned them by an eternal decrees, ſa be hath 
his determinations again Reprobates by 
which he executes bus decree concerning 
them, Theſe therefore wham he created far 
the reproach of life and perdition of death, 
that they might become the inſtruments of 
Auger, and examples of bis Severity ; boſe, 
that they may arive to their end,be femetimes 
deprives of the means of hearing his —_ 
an 
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and othertimes more blinds and amazes by 
the preaching of it, But-is the Name of a 
Creator, nay of a Father no more promi- 
fing > Why was Man made in the Image 
of God, unleſs he intended to deal with him 
according to that relation he ſtood in un- 
to him > We do not read, that God hath 
dealt thus with any of the reſt of the Cre- 
ation; for the rebellious Devils were not 
caſt down from the higher regions of light 
and glory, till. they apoſtatiz'd from God, 
and drew with them the race of Mankind : 
And ſhall Man alone, the nobleſt part of 
that Creation to which God once vouch- 
ſafed that cheerful Elogium and Approba- 
tion, that it was wery good, ſhall he only, 
I ſay, be baniſhed from the participation 
of that All-comprehenfive Goodneſs? I 
can ſooner therefore believe that the proud 
Gyant , the fanciful Poets have placed un- 
der mount etna, ſhould by his own na- 
tive effort, throw of that heavy burden 
from his oppreſſed breaſt, or thar the 
ſpirit of Nature ſhould convert a flinty 
rock into a heap of fragrant lowers, than 
that God ſhould create any of Mankind, 
on purpoſe to make them the pitious 
obje&ts of others ſcorn, and” his own 
powerful and implacable vengeance. I can 
never believe any thing, I ſay, that _—_ 
0 
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of ſuch irrational and unjuſt proceedings 3 
but rather affirm, that the Eternal benigniry 
of the Holy one, diffuſed and communica- 
| ted through the whole Orbe of beings, and 
| | comprehenſion of Nature, will ſo-certain- 
| ly rake hold of every thing that is capable 
of enjoying it , that ir ſhall not fail of 
being happy, ſo long as it acts even- 
ly and regularly in that place and ſtate 
infinice Wiſedom hath allorted to ir. Hence 
Syneſins : 


Ti IH Set/ jace » H40p 

Toy xo(,wolixreas » 

"IFor igyur 

Kyegs Seurew ; 

Hyman 3. 

What wonder is't, if God 
Who did the World create, 
From bis own works repel 
All ſad and evil fate. 


| Avif it were contradictory to the very 
| Natureof God to be the Deminrgss and 
| Maker of all things, and: yet not to render 
his produtions as happy as the capacities 
of their natures will admit : For nothing 
advantageth him ought, and all the happi- 
neſs or miſery the Creatures run through 
in the courſe and order of things, is neither 
an 
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an addition nor detraRion of his felicity z | 


only he being Eſſential Lowe, which envies 
not, nor \thinks any evill, delights to com- 
municate of himſelf in effefts of kindneſs, 


tenderneſs and beneficence to, all beings 


rotind about him. The whole. Creation 


taſtes of it , having all it's parts cemented | 


with, Goodneſs, and 'it's foundation lay'd 
in Love, The Heavens, the Earth and Sea; 
2nd/ whatever moves within the compaſs 
of them, bear witneſs to this Truth : This 
is that All-mighty Love which feeds the 
young Ravens when they open their 
mouths towards heaven ; and provides for 
the Lybian Lyons when thetr ſouls are 
pincht with hunger, and they roar after 
their prey : He it is that opens the win- 
dows of heaven, and refreſhes the dry and 
parched Earth g cauſing the graſs to grow 
for the Cartrel, and herb for the ſervice of 
Man: All things in their order wait upon 
him, and he ſcatters his bounty in the midſt 
of them , and by a-provident care looks 
down from Heaven and 'tends all his 
charge, fo that not'a Sparrow cloferh it's 
wings on "Earth, 'but that watchful eye 
obſerves it's fall, And *tis very ſtrange, 
that thoſe armes which fold and embrace 
every thing that exerts any faculry and de- 
gree of life, ſhould be cmploycd in plung- 


ing 


| 


| 
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oy oe ſouls while innocent and un- 
de 


led, into woe and miſery *, and that to * Neriu- 
ondag - 


nnd 


. A656 
| 


Eternal ages: Where is that Jove and pity 
which all Creatures proclaim to be int 
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an Almighty Goodneſs that __ them 2% 


into being, ſurely the ſame G 
ing never disjoyned from an All-compte 
henfive Wiſdom which beheld the Na- 
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tures, mutual relations and dependences i#%- 


of all Creatures, would have judged ir fit- 
ter never to have brought them into being, 
then that they ſhould be made perpetually 
unhappy ſo ſoon as ever they were crea- 
red, 

To conclude this Argument , Our Reli- 
gion being in all the parts of ir highly rea- 
lonable, as being propounded to rational 
natures, in whom there are manifeſt Idea's 
and notions of Ecernal verity , and they 
being ſo deeply ſealed upon them, that it is 
neither in their power to obliterate, nor 
without great reluQancy receive any thing 
repugnant-to them, ir will appeat fromthe 
nature of the thing it ſelf, char there can be 
no ſuch abſolute Decree of Reprobation as 
ſome pretend, 


CHAP. 


any. 
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Cn ar: TH. 


The third Argument taken from the 
Conſideration of the Moral Nature 
of God; from whence are deduced 
ſuch legitimate Inferences and Con- 
clufrons as diametrally oppoſe the 
Dofrine of Inconditionate Repro- 


bation. 


TFT" O ſpeak worthily and becomingly of 

that adorable Being, to whom we 

and all creatures elſe owe not only our 
Exiſtence, but our preſent ſubſiſtence and 
conſervation in the ſeveral ſtates of life 
wherein we are, and to have right ap- 

ba | prehenſions of his Na- 
gen. penny, Epicfe1, ture *, asit is a great 
P. 39. 2 Proleplis of Relt- | piece of our duty, ſo 


: an. 17 on 1) KU ELGTUTEY £,61v0 - {; * # d - P 

Ky, oglag VorniiLers aft nap it 1Parits an a0VigO- 
Ye, ws lor, xz Notes lay Th rates our minds to 
Aa t3\Gs 5, Dugher. manly and generous 


attempts, and leads us 

to the knowledge of the moſt conſidera- 
ble Theories in Nature and Providence. 
For whether we conſider the cxuberant 
plenitude 


CR p 
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plenitude - and fecundity of the Divine 
Goodneſs, which cannot but communicate 
it ſelf co the utmoſt capaciries of 'things z 
or the fathomleſs depth of that*Wiſdom, 
which hath framed the whole world with 
ſuch curious 'and exquilite Artifice , that 
the moſt perſpicacious wit cannot find-the 
leaſt flaw in that beautious firucture, and 
yet was able to produce it after another 
manner beyond our conceptions, it he had 
ſo pleaſed z or whether we weigh the in- 
finiry of the: Divine Power, which is able 
to effe& any thing that implies no con- 
tradition in Naturals , or deformity in 
Morals ; Or laſtly, whether we contem- 
plate the vaſt fetches and circuits of Pro- 
vidence, which thoughto the low and con- 


raced ſpirit ſeen to claſh and interfeer, . 


yet tothe noble and capacious ſoul are all 
concentrick and harmonious , and make 
chat ſtill and ſweet Muſick in his ears 
which the miſtaken vulgar, thought Py1he- 
goras heard from the motion of the 
Sphears, whereas it was nothing in reality 
but that admirable and enraviſhing conſerit 
of Providence, which God the great Har- 
moſtes orders in ſuch tunable and metho- 
dical proportions z3 whether, I ſay, we at- 
tend to any of theſe things, the contempla- 
tion 'of chem cannot but widen and enlarge 


G 2 that 
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that which is the flower and ſummity of 
our ſouls, I mean their Intelle&ual Na- 
tures, ahd fill them with ſuch raiſed and 
ſublime Notions and Idea's,, that it will 
be almoſt impoſſible for us ro miſs of find- 
ing out ſome material Truth which ſhall be 
worthy the Author of all things,and gratifie 
and reward our diligent inquiſition, Now 
that we may have a true and genuin con- 
ceprion of the Nature of God ; it is altoge- 
ther neceſſary that we free our minds from 
all prejudice and anticipation of judgment, 
and purge them throughout from the groſs 
and impure ſteams of the Corporeal lite, 
Jeſt when we think we have an Idea of 
him, it be only an Image of our unclean 
fancies and imaginations : but as that Holy 
One is altogether Spiritual and immareri- 
al, ſo muſt our apprehenſions of him be 
ſpiritualiz'd and removed as far from the 
vile commerce with matter as poſhbly we 
can, that our eycs being freed from the duſt 
and ſoil of the carth we may behold him 
as he is, that is, as a Bcing abſolutely per- 
fe&.. For he that thus judges of that ever- 
bleſſed Being, not only removes from him 
all imbecility and imperfeRion but inveſts 
him in the moſt infinite manner with what- 
ever the mind of Man doth rationally re- 


puteto be an excellency and perfeRion. 
And 


| 
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And whatever the prophane Atheiſt may 
obje&t, who under pretence of honoring 
God with the title of Incomprehenlible , 
removes him ſo far, that he profcſſes, te 
can have no certain conception of him ar 
all, and therefore concludes that he is nor, 
and perverſely laughs all incorporeal ſub- 
ſtances out of the World, as it there were 
a contradition in the very terms ; yet he 
that will diſcard the perplext dictates of 
Fancy and Imagination, and keep cloſe ro 
the ſure DeduRions of free andſolid Rea- 
ſon, will (I doubt not) ingenuouſſy con- 
fels, that the Idea of God 1s as ealle and 
natural, as of any thing elſe in the World. 
But ir is no wonder if he whoſe mind is 


perpetually enveloped with a cloud of vice _ 


and fin, cannot behold the Erernal Ex- 
iſtence of that glorious Being which we call 
God: or acknowledging of him yer deci- 
phers him to the World by ſuch ſtrange 
CharaQers, as no reaſonable man can be- 
lieve to be a true copy of his Nature, Iris 
an indubitable Truth , that 91905 ingror &} 
utmr9 56), Every thing # beſt known 
by that which is moſt analogical 10 it x 
and as the cye cannot behold the Sun 
raond\is wi idu& , unleſs it have ſome 
picture and reſemblance ofthe Sun drawn 
init; go more can any Man have atrue no- 

G3 tion 
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tion of the Deity Seottdy 5 DT. uroaw@r, unleſs 
| he be made God-like and partake of his 
image and f1militude, There is a certain 
congruity and harmony berween Truth and 
the »oul of Man z3 and however that anci- 
cnt league by our unhappy lapſe came ro 
| be violated and broken : yet ſtill there are 
ſome ſtrokes and impreſſes in our minds, 
which claim a cognaton and affinity where- 
ever they meet with it, And thoſe few 
ſparks which yet remain afrer rhe exrin+ 
Aion of thar great fire of Divine lite , 
whole harmleſs and innoxious flame burnt 
bright within us, and by it we {aw our 
ſelves, and beheld the Natures and proprie- 
ties of things, till we ſuffocared and choak- 
ed it by caſting an heap of duſt and rub- 
biſh upon it; theſe, I ſay, though faint and 
glimmering, yet retain their alliance with 
heaven, and God owns them as the pro- 
jecions and rayes of his own good life, and 
whoever fincerely follows their condu@, 
ſhall be led tothe knowledg of their inex- 
hauſted ſource and origine, Having there- 
fore ſuch a determinate notion of God be- 
fore us, we ſhall deſcend to ſome particular 


DeduRions from the conſideration of his 
Nature, As 


1.: That 
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1, That there s ſomething Soveraign ia ihe 
Deity, which & the root and ſpring of . 
all his other  perfeftions, and that this 
is Abſolutely full Goodneſs, 


That the Attributes of God are arbitra 
rious, and like looſe-hanging adjuncts t© 
be pur off and on at pleaſure, I think there 
is no man who knows what he {ayes, {6 
blaſphemous as to affirm , but God is whar 
he is by the neceſſity of his Nature ; for 
he cannot be God, except he be immuta- 
ble in all his eſſential proprieties: which 
immutability of his is ſuch, thathe can nei- 
ther ccaſe to be, nor a& any otherwiſe then 
may be conſonant to the {undamental laws 
ot his own Being, Wherefore God being 
the higheft and moſt incomprehenſible lite 
and activity; cannot fail through the-Efſen- 
tial fecundity and plenitude of his bleſſed 
Nature of communicating himſelt to all 
poſſible and capable ſubje&s z for the more 
perfe& and compleat any lite is, the more 
diffuſive ir isof it ſelf 3 and the reaſon why 
Creation is not competible to any Being 
below the Deity, ariſes not from any poſi- 
tive will of God ro the contrary, but from 
the impotency and imperfeRion of it's 
Eflence, But God being no ſteril and bar- 
G 4 ren 
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ren principle , but every way full and ab- 
fvlute, is not only carried forth to the pro- 
du&ion of things, but ro the order and ma- 
nagement of them in ſuch a way as may 
molt correſpond and ſuit with their intrin- 
ſical natures, Whether therefore theſe ope- 
rations of God ad extre (as the Schoolmen 
phraſe it) be guided and ſteered by an ex- 
plicite and arbitrary Will, or whether they 
have nor ſome other primary foundation, 
from which it is impoſſible they ſhould ar 
any time {werve, and in which they are all 
rerminated, comes now to be demonſtra- 
ted, For to (ay, that they are all bounded 
in the Divine Eſſence, and ſwallowed up 
in that immenſe Aby(s, introduces ſuch a 
confuſion in the Divine Attributes thar our 
minds can have no particular or diſtin ap- 
prehenſion ofthis or the other mode, and 
bblide gives no ſatisfation to arational in- 
quirer, who would be apt to queſtion, 
Whether there were not a ſubordination in 
the Divine 1diomate? and, Whether they 
be all equally ative and operative > and 
laſtly, W hether the Holy Scriptures do not 
univerſally magnifie and extol ſome one 
Attribute above the reſt> For the Solution 
of theſe Difficulties we muſt examine our 
own faculties, and conſider what we mean 
by that Idea and repreſenzation we hip 
| (s 
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of the Divine Nature 3 and, whar it is that- 
principally corfers to the formation of that 
notion and conception we entertain in our 
minds of God, That there is in us naturall 
an 1deaofa Being abſolutely verfect,which 
we neither derived from ſenſe, nor framed 
by the power of Fancy and ImaZination , 
bur is indelibly wrought and engraven in 
our fouls by a Divine principle, and of the 
{ſenſe of which we can never totally rid our 
minds, however impiouſly diligent we may 
be in debauching our Spirits, and Sacrile- 
iouſly racing the venerable Name of the 
city out of his Temple, I ſhall rake for 
granted : Bur there are ſome perfeRions 
which do more (ignally appear in the Dei- 
ty, and which peculiarly conſtitute the Na- 
ture of a God ; ſuch as abſolute and com- 
plear Goodneſs, which being ſo boundleſs- 
ly diffulive and communicative of it ſelf, is 
neceſſarily atrended with an infinite VWiſ- 
dom to govern and dire&, and Power to 
execute and bring into being,whatever this 
fertile wombe of Love ſhall travail with- 
all. Theſe are the conſtitutive Principles of 
a Deity, and all other proprieties are bur 
thoſe three grand Axtribures ſeverally va- 
ried and modited, Now that they are not 
all of equal worth and excellency, will ap- 


pear, it we look upon them as ſo many 
diſtinct 
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diſtin& qualities in created Beings, where- 
in there appears ſuch pain diſhimilitude, 
that a man can ſcarce withhold himſelf 
from concluding, that they will likewiſe 
retain their differences when exalted into 
the Nature of God: himſelf, Goodneſs: is 
of an univerſal latitude and extent, and 
all other excellencjes and perfeQions of 
humane Nature are indiſcriminately tom- 
plicated in it. For a good man is not only 
excited by the innate generoſity and good- 


neſs ofhis mind to do that which is beſt, 


but ſummons his Wifdom and Knowledg 
ro-proje& and contrive, and then uſes his 
utmoſt Power to bring it into at, Good- 
neſs is the rule and meaſure of his ations, 
and Wiſdom and Power reccive their 
worth and excellency from the degree of 
Goodneſs they partake of. Knowledg and 
Power are more particular and ſtrait, and 
more in a lower ſphear , and our aQtions 
receive no moral denomination from them, 
bur as they participate more ' or leſs of 
Goodneſs. For a clearer illuſtration of the 
preſent Theme, we will ſuppoſe Power to 
have aRual Exiſtence, and carryed out to 
the effeting of whatever" lies within it's 
ſ{phear and comprehenſion, and' being in- 
finite and unlimited, to be utterly incapa- 
ble of any hindrance or impediment-in it's 
Operations, 
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operations, and ir will amount to no more 
chan a furious and Gygantick ſelf-will , 
wholly indeterminate to good or evil; and 
as indifferent to deſtroy and remand back 
again imo nor-entity what it hath - made , 
( if we can without a contradition attri- 
bute ro if the Power of Creation ) as at 
firſt ro make it, whoſe blind and impetuous 
ſelf-will, is the ſole rule of all it's exor- 
bicant ations, which being no knowing 
principle they may oft prove as ridiculous 


| . asthevain attempt ofthoſe mighty Gyants 


to {cale heaven by throwing mountain up- 
on mountain. Ve ſee then , that Power 
alone though we imagine it to have aQtual 
Exiſtence, ſpeaks no more perfeQion than 
thar great and mighty wind which rent 
the Mountains , and brake in pieces the 


; Rocks, when God paſſed by before the 


Prophet Elijah: And as the Lord was nor 
in the wind, ſo neither is he to be found 
in ſuch boiſterous effe&s whole produtive 
cauſe is meer ſelfiſhneſs and inconliderate 
Will. God works nor after any ſuch un- 
accountable indbulſes , hor are we to look 
for meer Will and Power in the Creation 
of things: but for Wiſdom and Counſel 
deriving from immenſe benignity and love, 
which never as bur for worthy and deco- 
rous ends, and for the behoof of _ 

p them- 
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cthemſclves. This being therefore the Na- 
ture of Power conſidered in it's diſtin& ca- 
pacity, let us add to it the principles of 


* Wiſdom, and then ic will ſuggeſt to us the 


Idea of the Manicheas God , whom they 
make the' Author of all che evill in the 
World ; For Wiſdom and Power diſ- 
joyn'd from the bleſſed fountain of Good- 
neſs,is nothing elſe but armed wickednels, 
There is no Being can communicate any 
thing to another which ir ſelf is not inveſted 
withalz and if we ſuppoſe the Exiſtence 
of a Being of infinite Subtlety and Power, 
i is impoſſible je ſhould be the Author of 
any Good in the World , becauſe it is 
poſleſt of nothing but an unlimited deſire 
of doing miſchief; and for this -reaſon 
alone, Wiſdom and Power are no further 
good, or ſpeak perfe&ion then they are in 
conjunRion with Abſolute Goodneſs : and 
conſequently muſt depend upon it as the 
beams of light diſperſt through the air up- 
on the Sun, or faculties and a@ions upon 
the principles from whence. they flow, 
That Wiſdom which is void of Good- 
neſs, is nothing but a higher degree of 
crafe, ſomething of the Nature of that cun- 
ning and wilyneſs we may diſcover in vo- 
racious Beaſts and Birds when they de- 
ccive and prey upon the more my 
an 
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and harmleſs ſort of Animals; ſo that 

we plainly perceive, that Wiſdom and 

Power ſeparated from Goodneſs, offer no 

notion of perfeRion at all ro. our minds ; 

and therefore there is ſomething inthe 

Deity more amiable and lovely, and which 

as it ſpeaks perfeRion it ſelf, and is the 

moſt deſirable and excellent thing upon 

earth, ſo it is the ſpring of all other Artri- 

butes in the Deity, which are no further 
morally good,than they are united with this 

prime and noble quality, Hence Talfy in- 
troducing C, Cotta diſputing againſt Yel- 

leixs rhe Epicurean, tcls him, that Zpicurus 

by taking away Love from the Deity, 
Tollitid, quod maxime proprium eſt optims, ri, evi, 
preſtantiſimeque nature. Nihil enim me- Nat. Dee | 
lius aut preſtantius bonitate cf benefices» —_— 
tia, Let us now refle& upon thar Arche- tpitt. gy. 
typal Image according to which man was 77'"« 
made , and if we do not wilfully b'ind our ;,1u peu; 
eyes, We cannot but ſee thar it was neither credere - | 
Wiſdom nor Power ( though-we partake mar og 
in ſome meaſure of both) but Goodneſs Mjeftatem 
and Love, whole glorious forms and Idea's {pm red: 
are diſſeminated through the intelleual ;;;» Si: 
World, and impreſſed upon every rational qu« mule | 
Being : The Angels themſelves, who far __ 
exceed us in Power and Wiſdom , yet © 
ſhould they exerciſe them without the 

ballalk 
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ballaſt of Goodneſs would prove more ex- 
orbitant and ungovernable then the Apo- 
Kate Devils, For whercin conliſts the 
height of that degeneracy and revolt of 
Men and Angels from God; but'only inthis 
that they are departed from: the erernal 
laws and rules of Goodneſs, and ſtrive to 
ſuſtain and prop up themſelves by their un- 
limited ſelf-will > and hence it comes to 
paſs, that having no ſure and ſteady foun- 
dation to bottom themſelves upon , they 
flucuatc and are toſſed to and fro by 
every unruly paſſion and deſire, Nav 73 
e&2a8v wir x, buandy , all good 15 gOVErna- 
ble and uniform 3 and ir is immurable 
Goodneſs above that ( to ſpeak with re- 
verence) makes the Divinity a Uniform 
Being: for Wiſdom and Power are in 
themſelves ſo arbitrarious, multiform and 
uncertaih, that without the poize of Good- 
neſs, they cannot ſettle and radicare them- 
ſelves upon any permanent Centre. This 
great Truth the ever-blefled Son of God 
verified, when he left the glory and beati- 
tmde of Heaven, and pitched his Taberna- 
cle amongſt men, For wherein confliſted 
the flower and excellency of his Divine 
Perfe&ions > Was it not in that Univerſal 
Love and Benignity he- expreſſed to the 
whole World? and in that tenderneſs and 
com- 
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compaſſion he ſhewed by going about do- 
ing good, and caſting,ay healing influence 
upon the bodies and fouls of Men 2. This 
ſurely was the brighteſt ray of. Divinity 
that ever ſhone from God maniteſted inthe 
fleſh; and to this, every holy mans expert= 
ence bears witneſs, who.then finds. bime 
ſelf moſt peaceable andicalm , and moſt 
conformable to the Divine Image and 
Pourtraiture, when he is doing the molt 
good, and his love moſt enlarges and,com- 
prehenfive 3 which Love 'never aſcends 
more acceptably to Heaven, than when it 
overflowes all capable ſubjects here- be- 
low, and ſtrives to unite and draw them up 
to God their great Source and Parent. 
Wherefore by what hath been ſaid for the 
| explication of this Propoſition , it ſuffici- 
_ ently appears, that Goodneſs isthe inmoſt 
Centre of the Deity, and Wiſdom and 
Power ray forth from thence like the beams 
of light from their lucid Centre , 3s i 


deiza, 


2, That that which is moſt pretious and beſt 
(45 T may ſo ſpeak.) in the Divine Nas 
ture, will be ſure 10 work firſt, and tex- 
tend it ſelf 10 als the capacities and 
Pſibilities of things, 


We 
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We have already proved, That the 
Deity is no Arbitrary Being, bur that all 
his Ations and Determinations relating 
eo us, have their Original in Infinitely full 
Goodneſs ; which being the moſt gc 
thing inthe Nature of God, and the mea- 
ſure and rule of all his other Attributes and 
PerfeRiohs, it cannot but ſeem moſt eahie 
and natural ro conceive, that this Soveraign 
property, as it is the beſt, ſo it ſhould like- 
wiſe obrain the firſt place in working, 
For infinite Power never aRing but in ſub- 
ordination tg diretive Wiſdom ; nor 
Wiſdom and Power exerting themſclves 
bur in the way of, and according to the 
lawsof Goodneſs , which being in it's own 
Nature (o fruitful and communicative, that 
all other Modes and Attributes arc tinu- 
red with it, and lic in a laxe and diffuſe 
manner within the ſphear and comprehen- 
ſion of it's Energy, it muſt alſo obtain the 
firſt place of acting as of right belonging 
to it. And if we look out and takea view 
of the ſeveral rancks and orders of intel- 
leQual Beings, we ſhall find in every of | 
them fomething of greateſt value and ex- 
cellency, which as it exceeds in worth all 
other perfefions of their Natures, {0 it will 


be moſt cnergetical and of the largeſt ex- 
rent 
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tentin ating ; and contrarily, that what 
is of leſs excellency, is more contracted and 
circumſcribed, and of leſs efficacy and vir- 
tue. The ſoul of man, though one entire 
Orbe in the whole latitude and compre- 
henſion of her Eflence ; yet is made up of 
diſtin&t powers and faculcies,wiich are not 
all of equal value and excellency , nor do 
they all-operate in the fame order and 
manner. The loweſt power which we take 
notice of in humane fouls, is that Pleſtick 
or Formative virtue wherein conſiſts the 
Vital Union between ſoul and body, and 
whoſe peculiar office it is tÞ conſerve the 
motions and keep in play all the Engines 
of the whole corporeal Machine: and this 
being {o ſtupid, languid and inert, is per- 
pctually transfixt by the inevicable motions 
and variegations of matter , and fatally 
bound up to thoſe operations which are 
common to us with brute Animals. But 
as we aſcend higher , the Powers of the 
ſou) are more explicate and large, and ac- 
cording to their worth and excellency ; 
obtain a more or-leſs ample ſphear of Ener- 
gy and Life : Thus they gradually ariſe 
till they come to that which is the Quin- 
reſſence and choiceſt perteion of humane 
fouls. Reaſons or IntellefF , which being 
lantified by the Divine Life , bloſſomes 
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aud rayes forth on every {ide tothe circum- 
ference of it's Eſſence, and hallows all the 
Corporeal and Animal powers md imyj, 
asthe Platoxiſt ſpeaks, with an IntelleQual 
rouch and Divine emanation that in a ſenſe 
pervades the very loweſt of them: For as 
Intelle& becomes more refined and ſub- 
lime, and the Divine light by it's filver 
cords takes greater hold upon it , {o the 
exorbitancy of the lower powers decrea- 
ſes, and they are made more caſtigate and 
obedient to the diates of the Superior 
Faculties. VVhen therefore Reaſon is per- 
teRly releaſed from the burden and en- 
cumbragce of this ſluggiſh and earthly 
body , and freed from the noxious fumes 
aſcending from that cadaverous Dungeon, 
and ſhincs1n it's own native and irrepre- 
henitble beauty, it cannot be doubted bur 
that as it is the moſt pretious part, the cye 
and glory of the ſoul, ſo it will have a full 
and abſolute Soveraignty and command, 
and be the firſt mover and produtive cauſe 
ofall thoſe operations itſelf is conſcious of. 
And though now we have almoſt loſt the 
genuine ſenſe and reliſh of Truth and 
Righteouſneſs, and Intereſt or Paſſion and 
the ſatisfaRtion of a baſcr appetite, dethron 
our deſpotick and Lordly powers , and 
uſurpe the Government of our minds 3 


yet 
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yet who ſo manfully reſiſts this eyrannical 
Pominion, and ſtrives to reinſtate himſelf 
in his former liberty ſhall find that thoſe 
moral Idea's of Goodneſs, Beauty, Truth, 
and. Righteouſneſs do more frequently , 
conſtantly and evenly. diſplay themſelves 
than any other whatever 3 and theſe be- 
ing likewiſe more excellent then the Uni- 
verſal notions of any other Science or 
Knowledge,they are alſo impreſſed deeper 
and more indelibly ſealed upon our minds 
and ſpirits, 

Bur here I find it will be objeQed ; 
That although according to this way of ra- 
ricionation, Goodneſs * Ae {0 be the higheſt 
perfettion of the Moral Eſſence of God, und 
conſequently to have the firſt place in opera- 
rion, yes God being Eſſentially all theſe per- 
fetions, that &s, Infinite Goodneſs , Wiſdom 
and Power, be might impreſs upon us what 
notion and Idea's he pleaſed ; and though he 
have ſo ſignally engraved that univerſal Idea 
of Goodneſs upon us , yet notwithſtanding he 
himſelf s free from all Law and Rule of 
ating, being in himſelf an InfiniteWill and 
Awmhority, and hath beſtowed on us thoſe per- 
feaions we find in our ſelves by his own ar- 
bitrary pleaſure,and therefore we cannot give 
any ſaiisfattory account of his Nature by whats 
we find in our ſelves, 
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In anſwer to this, I affirm, 

1. That thoſe Univerſal CharaRers or 
Notions wrought into the Eflential com- 
poſition of our Natures, and which render 
us Intelle&ual Creatures, arc a' ſufficient 
guide to lead us to the true and certain 
knowledge of the Nature of God. | For 
thoſe common and rudimental principles 
- of Khowledge being placed in us by ſome- 
thing farr more excellent than our ſelves, 
and not then firſt begotren' when ſome apt 
and fit inſtances and occaſions from with- 
our lead us to particular confiderations and 
avplications of them to this or that ſingular 
Mode or Being ; and {ince we our ſelves 
cannot wichour a manitelt repugnance to 
our Natural Powers and Faculties, contra- 
dit and oppoſe any of thoſe general Ser- 
timents, it muit needs follow.that we muſk 
ſurvey all things falling under our cogni- 
{ance by thoſe calie and natural rules and 
meaſures;and ifnow we remind our ſelves, 
that the Notion of a God;thar is,of a Being 
infinitely perte&, is one of thoſe indelible 
Characters impreſſed upon our minds, and 
that we can no otherwiſe ſignifie our con- 
ception of fo illuſtrious an obje&, than by 
removing whatever {peaks an imbecillity 
and imperfe&ion, and adorning it with all 
thoſe glorious attributes which in the na- 
rure 
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ture of che thing:@elf and inthe judgment 
of all rational men, deſign the: higheſt acz 
compliſhment and-pertc&tion;z it will un- 
avoidably follow, thar either we in this our 
ſtace of weakneſs and degeneracy, can ne- 
veriattainto any ſerled and firm notion of 
the Deity (which 1 look upbn as a wide in- 
let.co Atheiſmand Irreligion.)-/er we muft 
neceſlarily frame his; Idea according :to 
thoſe immutable notices and;Images of per 
fe&ion, we fitid ii the ſuryey of the innate 
Treaſure and injelle&uai Furnicure of our 
minds. Now what is ther&the 'imind of 
man-can-polſlibly excogicate- more expref> 
fiveota Being.of infinite Perfection, than 
Infinite Gooduefs 5, Wiſdom:1and + Power ? 
which PerfeCions appearihg riot te us of 
cqual worth and excellency,bweare led by 
the plain laws,:and dictates vf/neaſon: to 
aſcribe to that: the firſt place.of working, 
which; includes the higheſt and: Jargeſt 
Energy and' Virtue.” God thitretore afting 
according to, the eſſential nicafures of an 
Univerſal and\Almighty Goodnels, cannot 
be. looked upon as ſuch an Arbitrary Betng 
asthe Objection preſuppoſes: Belide, that 
it.i+highly improbable in the nature of the 
thing & ſelf, that there is any ſuch thing as 
infinite Will and Authority , that is, as 1 
vnderſtand it, ſuch a Being whoſe opera- 
H 3 tions 
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tions are ſteered and conduted by no other 
principle buc W:# and Power, it 1s certain 
that we judging of things according to 
thoſe innate Notions we have of them, can- 
not frame any ſuchconception of the Dei- 
ty ; for alchough it be rrue, that God might 
have placed other Idea's in us ( and had 
his-Nature been as Arbitrary as ſome con- 
ceit , no queſtion but he would have done 
ſo) yer it being likewiſe evident, that he 
hath norſtamped any ſuch CharaRerilſtical 
Notes of his Eſſence upon us, it is impoſli- 
ble we ſhould entertain any other Notion 
of him then what plainly and apparently 
ariſes from that natural Idea of himſelf he 
bath ſigned upon every individual perſon 
of Mankind, Thus although we ſhould af- 
firm,thar God might ſo have ordered things 
at the 'firſt Creation of Men , and fo at- 
cempered and diſpoſed our Faculties in re- 
ference to the-objes both of the Corpo- 
real and Intelleftual VVorld,thatour Idea's 
of chem ſhould be quite contrary to what 
we now find and fcel in our ſelves,e.g. That 
the Idea of Matter ſhould agree to Spirit, 
and that of Spirit to Matter g yet they be- 
ing de fatto otherwiſe, we can aſhgn no 
other difference then what is now in the 
things themſelves, 


2. It 
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2, Ir is altogether inconſiſtent with the 
Eternal and immutable Yeracity of God to 
inveſt our ſouls with ſuch Notions and Ap- 
prehenlions as were not truly ſighificative 
and expreſſive of his Nature, For this 
Eternal Mind intending the good and hap- 
pineſs of all creared Beings, endued them 
with Powers and Faculties agreable to 
their reſpective Idea's, and ſo contrived all 
things by an unerring Wiſdom , that no- 
thing ſhould want it's part of chat plea- 
ſure and happineſs for which it was ar firſt 
made. Wherefore the nobleſt ſatisfaftion 
and felicity of humane ſouls lying in the 
excrcile of their intelleual powers , and 
the delight accruing thence, being more 
or leſs intenſe, according to the nature of 
the obje@ they converſed with ; as it could 
not ſtand with the Goodneſs of God to de- 
prive them of any innocent gratification of 
their minds in the contemplation of the 
outward World : ſo neither could it fairly 
accord with his Yeracity, - to prepoflels 
them with ſuch conceptions of things as are 
no where to be found in the natures of the 
things themſelves. Since then we can no 
way doubr bur that the bleſſed Author of 
our Beings is infinitely Yeraciows , this 
molt pretious Attribute of his, will be ſuffi- 
cient ſecurity ro us that we are not made 
H4 per- 
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perpetually and inevitably fallible : but that 
there is a due proportion and harmony be- 
tween our faculties and thoſe objects 
whercot we have a clecr and diſtin ap- 
prelic: non. And there is no reaſon or plau- 

il precence we (thould think otherwiſe 3 
ſo 4! Low oariting from impotency and 
Wen, 47d 15 us, 1Snothing bur the (ick- 
nels of our minds, it 15 wholly repugnant 
to the molt perfect Being , ſo to work a 
deccic in, the intimate frame of our. Na- 
cures, that we ſhould alwayes be deluded 
in what we 1magine we have the cleareſt 
evidence of. Wherefore we being aſſured 
of the Truth of our Faculties from the-Fe- 
raciry of God,we have a ſure guideto lead. 
us in the contemplation of his Nature and 
Pertcions, and may give a rational ac- 
count of chem from what we find in Our 
ſelves. 

From theſe foregoing . Conſiderations, 
we may by an caſic and natural dedugtion 
inferr, that God never deſtinated any. of 
mankind to Deſtruction ; bur that all the 
calamity and miſcry they undergo, either 
in this World or the next, is the proper 
iflue and product of their wilful Apoſjacy 

and d: fe ion from him. For God being 
Iofinite Love, and this Love the moſt pre- 
rious 4 Attribute of che # 940, and the caule 
of 
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of all rhings elſe, it muſt neceſſarily fol- 
low, that whatever deſigns: or projections 
were intended in reference to mankind, 
they muſt ſpring and-derive from Good- 
neſs, which as it is Beſt, {o;1r cannot but a&t 
that which is Beſt, and molt behoofetul to 
the things. for which it 'a&ts. 1 confeſs , 
though. this-way of Argumentation from 
the Nature and Attributes of God, ap-' 
pear to me 6s convictive as any Mathema- 
tical Demonſtration, -andI feel a more ir- 
reliſtible and captivating force in it, thanin 
any othex-way of arguing. whatever; yer be- 
cauſe there is required a peculiar Crafis of 
ſoul to be convinced by it, 1 do not won- 
der that ſo many look upon it as weak and 
invalid., For -my own part I fully believe 
that ſhould-God by his-A#ſolure Will and 
Pleaſure place any ſuchconceprtions of him- 
{elt within my mind , .asthat he hates the 
grcateſt part of Mankindtor no other rea- 
{-n but becauſe he Will, it is impofhble I 
ſhould ever credit thoſe ſtranger gueſts ro 
be ſent- from him whoſe Name 1s Love, 
and glories moſt of all in that fair and-no- 
ble title, for thoſe apprehenſtons having 
no afhinity, or alliance with the ancient 
and firſt inſcriptions of heaven upon my 
ſoul, would grow there but as ſtrange 
Plants in a forced and unnatural ſoil, be- 
ing 
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ing deſtitute of that proper and radicatiag 
moiſture which ſhould diſpread them in a 
fouriſhing and kindly growth. There are 
fome indeed who by reaſon of the penury 
and ſtraitneſs of this Noble and Heroick 
qualification of Univerſal Goodneſs and 
Love within their own breaſts, and confin- 
ing themſelves to particular Tztereſts and 
Engagements, (ſhape the 1dea of God as ſui- 
table to and reſembling their contracted 
Spirits as they can, and therefore artribute 
Love to him only ſecundum effetFum, not 
offefture 5 whereby they would make usbe- 
lieve, that there is no ſuch real propriety 
or affeftion as Love exiſting and living in 
the Deity, bur only a bare indication of it 
by certain effefts, which becauſe our ſhort 
and ſteril underſtandings know not how to 
expreſs otherwiſe,we give them the de- 
nomination of Love or Goodneſs, Now 
athough the Deity be not ſubjeR to thoſe 
variable paſſions which in our ſelves we 
ſtyle Love and Hatred, and which are ſel- 
dom grounded bot upon Humour and Fan- 
Cy ; yer todeny rhar there is any ſuch thing 
really and formally in God as Love and 
Goodneſs, fuch a principle as carries him 
out to the production of all poſſible Beings, 
and whereby he rakes an Erernal Compla- 
cency and Delizht in whatever as regu- 


larly 
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larly within it's ſphear, is in ir ſelf but a 
groundleſs fancy : For that beloved Diſ- 
ciple of the bleſſed Jeſus St. Fohn , who 
leaned on a breaſt never void of Love and 
Pity to the Sons of Men, and had a very 
potent and vigorous ſenſe of this Divine 
paſſion within him , when he would ſet 
out and expreſs the Nature of God to us 
in the moſt ſignificant and yet Evangeli- 
cal and attractive manner, tels us, that he 
# Love, which doubtleſs denotes ſome- 
thing real and certain, not a bare notion 
or airy 1dea and famaſtick dream known 
only by ſome effeRs, being ſomething only 
x7 Ew not ww] dainteas, 


3. Concluſion, 
That the Divine eſtimate of things and 
perſons, is according to the truth and 
reality of their reſpeftive Natures ; and 
that when God makes judgment 'of In- 
teleftual Creatures be does it by witw- 
ing their moral frame and conſtitution, 
and accordingly ſtands more or leſs af< 
fefted rewards them. 

We fond Morals being prone to Love 
and Hate at our pleaſure, beholding things 
throughthe vitiated and corrupt Medium of 
our luſts and paſſions, are very apt to make 
to our (clyes falſe repreſentations of _ 

y 
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by dreſſing them up in the filthy ſhape of 
our own diſtorted fancies 5 like Ierical 
perſons who imagine all the: approximate 
obje&s of fizhr tintured with yellow, 
when. as the colour is all the while in their 
own eyes, and made only by the motion 
or ſtriking of certain , vapours; upon the 
Optick Nerves: thus many contaminating 
and defiling their reaſons by' a familiar 
converſe with fin and wickednels, and et. 
ting their own Self-will in the Throne, and 
tranſacting the whole buſineſs of their Re- 
ligion upon the ſtage of Fancy, never look- 
ing. higher then-tothe gratification and ſa- 
tistaction of the Animal powess, and by 
that means makings Vice connatural to 
them, and loling' the true diſtinion 
between'Good, and Evil, Calling Good , 
Ewil, and; Evil, Good, putting Darkniſs 
for Light, and Light for Darkneſs ; Bitter 
for Sweet, and Sweet for Bitter z they frame 
an-Image of the; Deity by an 14olum of 
their own , and. think that Gord -hath the 
ſame good apprehenſions of their perſons 
and the ſame conceptions of all things elle 
as they themſelves have, Bur chat immu- 
table Goodneſs which gave-being to the 
Heavens and the Earth, and every thing 
contained in them, and is not- ſubject to 
numours and partialities, bur-pervades the 
Eflences 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation. 

Eſſences of all created Beings, and feels all 
the intrigues and myſteries of each of them 
by a ſtable. and Omnipreſent Knowledge, 
judges of them according to their preſent 
ſtare and-capacities. As ſuppoſe this man 
righteous and holy at preſent, ſhould after= 
ward apoſtare from that" perfect ſtate, al- 
beir his future lapſe be an obje of the 
Divine Knowledg ; yet is he not denomi- 
nated from that, bur from the exigency and 
import of his preſent condition, and from 
hence is approved of God, and under the 
decree of life and happineſs: but when he 
actually prevaricates and commits iniquity, 
he fals under the decree of death and dam- 
nation, notwithſtanding. all his former 
righteouſneſs, There are ſome things which 
are of an immutable and indiſpenſable ne- 
ceſſity, and are eternally unalterable even 
by God himſelf ; ſuch are the notions of 
God and Evil, Juſtice and Injuſtice, and 
all Moral ReQtitude and Deformity z and 
according to the importance of theſe, ſo is 
Gods Eitimate of all rational Agents, 
without reſpe& to any external qualifica- 
tions or natural endowments, And where- 
ever he finds the leaſt meaſure of his own 
good life ſpringing up, he is fo far from 
deſtroying it,that he upholds and nouriſhes 
it by rhe vital ſtreams of his Immenſe 
Plent- 
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Plenitude , and quickens and cauſes it to 
diſtend ir ſelf through the powers of the 
ſoul by a gentle and divine heat; and knows- 
ing it to be his own genuine off-ſpring by 
thoſe Sacred Hieroglyphicks and impreſſi- 
Ons it bears upon it, he can never forſake 
or caſt ir of as a contemptible and worth- 
leſs thing : but embrace it as that which 
hath the crueſt and moſt undoubred right 
to the Government of the whole World, 


and take the greateſt pleaſure in diſpread-_ 


ing it throughout all the lapſed Creation, 
as being nothing but his own blameleſs 
Nature diſplayed and taking hold of fo 


many ſeveral ſubjes to unite them to it 


{elf, as to the moſt abſolute and ſelf-origi- | 


nated Good. And this is no more then 
what the ſacred Writ gives it's ſuffrage 
for; God #s no reſpeiter of perſons : but 
in every Natlon be that feareth him and 
worketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted of him, 


As our growth and increaſe is in the Life 


and Nature of God, ſo do we proportio- 
nably come under his favour and ac- 
ceptance, For we muſt not think that ſo 
ſoon as ever this Potent and Divine prin- 
Ciple begins to ſer us free from that heavy 
flavery and captivity we were detained un- 
der by our Tyrannous ſelf-wils ; that we 
are immcdiately ſo far advanced into the 
: Pivine 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation. 
Divine Favour, as will admit us into the 
ſacred Adyzum or Holy of Holies in the 
higheſt Heavens, toſce and enjoy the Flory 
and preſence of the Divine Schehinab,and 
recreate and refreſh our ſelves with that a- 
dorable ſplendor : bur we ateto reckon our 
ſelves fo far under the benign aſpe&of hea- 
ven,as the Holy Life of God rules and bears 
ſway within the Empire of our minds. Hea- 
ven is not taken with the Grandeur and 
Blandiſhments of the world; nor isa man ſo 
accounted in the ballance of the Divine 
judgment and approbation, as he is va- 
lued in the fallacious eſtimate of frail 
mortals ( for God ſees not as we fee, nor 
are his thoughts as our thoughts ) bur ſuch 
is the man as is the inward frame and tem- 
per of his ſpirit, unbared from that ſwel- 
ling pride and oftentation, and the painted 
gloſs and varniſh of Hypocrifie which ſer 
him off in the eyes of men, There is go- 
thing God takes greater joy and content= 
ment in, thanthe expanſion and dilatation 
of his own Nature and Attributes; and 
he never ſuffers his bleſſed Life ſolitarily 
to conteſt with the Rebellious and Gygan- 
tick luſts in mens ſouls , and then to be 
vanquiſht and die in the midſt of enemies 
for want of his powerful afliſtance : but 
perpetually aides and ſuccours it, making 
it 
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it vitorions to the caſting down Princi- 
palities and Powers, and everting and con- 
quering the whole Kingdom of Darkneſs, 
and evcry thing thar oppoſes it's Crown 
and Dignity, leading the foul as a glorious 
ſpoil taken our of the hands of the airy- 
Apoſtate Legions (who are but Uſurpers 
and Intruders upon the Rights and Propri- 
eties of the Kingdom of light) into it's 
native Country , that md danfsa;, rhe 
land of Truth and Righteouſneſs, All fin 


and unrighteouſneſs is direaly contrary 


and oppolite to the eternal ReRirude of 


Gods blefied Nature and being o, it is 
impoſſible he ſhould ever be reconciled to 
it, or caſt a favourable aſpeR upon it. He 
will ever be chaling, purſuing, and beating 
it out of the World, and never ſuffer it 
co reſt any where in peace , but will al- 
wayes lay fiege againſt it, and will at 
length prevail and ſettle his own life upon 
irs rightful Throne, and pur all the Powers 
of Hell and Darkneſs under his feet, Theſe 
are the two mighty Empires which have 
been ever fince the revolt of Men and An- 
gels from God, and are ſtill contending 
for the Government of the World, and 
induſtriouſly promoting the amplitude and 
enlargement of their reſpe&ive Domint- 


ons, and to one of theſe every man aſſo- 
Clatcs 
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ciates and adjoynes himſelf in this life , 
either by a manly courage and reſolution 
in the wayes and practice of virtue, or a 
puſiilanimous declenftion to. iniquity and 
vice, And theretore the Philoſopher ſpake 
well and agrecableco the ſenſe of Chriſti- 
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i,e, The more we nezlet the extirpation 
of our paſſions and exorbitances, the ſtronger 
hold has the uprighteous nature upon us, and 
the nearer are we conjoyned with it. 

The ſum of all is this; God looking 
upon and judging men- according to their 
moral habitudes and capacities, and be- 
holding them all upright aud perteR as the 
workmanſhip of his own hands before 
our great Proropleſt Adam tranſgrefied in 
Paradiſe, could nor but intend graciouſly 
to chem and treat them according to the 
innocent purity of their Natures, andthere- 
fore never conceived any ſuch diſmal pur- 
poſe of damnation againſt rhem, becauſe 
they were not then in the natuge and rea” 
ſon of the thing, objects of his hatred and 
diſpleaſure 3 nor could they become ob- 
noxious ro puniſhment, till they had 
actually violated fome Law and Com- 
mand, 


4 Con- 
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4. Concluſion, 
That all the reſults, operations and deſigns 
of the Peity, relating 10 and termina- 
ted upon ſomething without bim, are 


the emanations and effeits of Abſolugg 
and Compleat Goodneſs, 


It was not any benefir or addition to 
his table glory and felicity, which Men 
or Angels might contribute, that firſt mo- 
ved and incired the great Creator of the 
Univerſe, to bring all things into Being : 
bur it was to communicate his Nature, and 
diſplay his Goodneſs in the production of 
all chings capable of exiſting. The whole 
frame ot Nature depends upon »him, and 
he upholds ic 4n the circle of his, benigne 
Armcs ; and his exuberant Love, like an 
cterial ſpring , 15 perpetually ſending a- 
broad - it's ſtreams, and watering all the 
parts of the Creation with a Divine 1n- 
flux, God is not like ambitions-Man, who 
acts thar he may make himſelt great, and 
parchale a few ſwelling titles by ſucking 
in the aicry breath of Popular Applaule, 
and like proud Hamman, contrive and de- 
tizn the ruine of cvcry one that will not 
bend the knee, and adore with humble 
proftrarions the vainer Image of a more 
con- 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation.. 


conceired Majeſty; or like thoſe ſelf-will'd 
aſpiring Spirits ' of whom it's affirmed , 
as 22% adnlew & whrlees om Tay m2 00pa. 
g vh Tryyarer 7 rero owns Wpaneiag, Xf mnev 
bzpri[Grer dv mins 01s 77 duals  MTaveiats, Wor Te 
gle e xoatdrls FEduterteuies © That they will 
do miſchief if once they are incenſed by neg- 
left of their due worſhip and ſervice : but 
will preſently become beneficial if flattered 
and collogued by Prayers, Supplications, Sa- 
crifices, and other accuſtomed Rites and Ce- 
remenits, He never a&s out-of ſuch ſcant 
and parſimonious- principles, nor is he ſuch 
a' mutable and peeviſh Being ,' as to be 
overcome with Anger and Revenge upon 
every (light occaſion ; and yet ſo eafte,and 
tond, and thirſty after the praiſe and glory 
o! his Creatures, as ro be appeaſed with 
a few trivial performances aid \demure . 
ſubmiſſions : but his Holy Nature is ſteady 
and unchangeable Goodneſs, which exerts 
not it ſelf precarioufſy and - arbitrarily , 
being never disjoyned from an All-com- 
prehenſive Wiſdom, 'nor ever-ſubje& to 
the paſhons of Envy and Vain-glory, or 
clouded by inadvertencies and furprizals 
of pertiſh Vrath ; but like the Sun beyond 
the Plenetary regions, communicates his 
amiable life by ever ſerene Radiations, and 
uninterrupted influences. There 15 nothmg 
I 2 in 
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in the Deity which ariſcth out of Pover- 
ty or Indigency , but of infinite Plenitude 
and Fulneſs 3 and no creature can aug- 
ment his Felicity, who is in himſelf a per- 
fke& Self-ſufficiency, and compleat Happi- 
nels, Wherefore Clemens Alexandrinus 
well obſcryes out of Plato, That God 
brought not the glorious Fabrick of the 


World into. Peing 24cia; fverw, ina mud; oc5s 7h 


ef vigamor x, at's ar anus #) Sruuorur xogmein, 
oi agimdiv na ans © yjugoios der © , out 
of indigency , or that he might receive 
praiſe and glory from Men and Angels, as 
a tribute to be paid him by his Creation, 
Ir is the impotency and effeminacy of mens 
inte}leual powers which lefſens and 
ſtrairens cheir apprehcnfions of the Deity, 
that they cannot frame any other concepti- 
0's of him then they do of themſelves, as 
it he ſought for Honour and Advantage, 
and ſomething without himſelf, which te 
was not. as yer poſleſſed of by bringing his 
Creatures upon the ſtage of Being. And 
if theſe uncouth Idea's chance co light up- 
on a ſubtle and unhewn temper , he wall 
calily be provoked to deny the very Ex- 
iſtence of God in. the World , whom he 
cannot imagine to be Almighty Love and 
Immcnſe Fulneſsz when he plots and con- 
trives to augment the revcnues of his glory 


by 
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by thoſe ignoble and diſhonourable wayes 
of deſtining his Creatures to miſery , to 
che end he may appear potent and magni- 
ficent in their deſtrution. Por as the grear 
Proplaſtes of the Univerſe beginning the 
efformation ofa plant, and meeting with 
ſtubborn and inobſcquious matter, gives it 
a different ſignature and impreflion from 
it's natural Idea ; and inſtead of adding to 
it it's due proportions and lineaments, 
deſpoils it of it's native forme and beauty 
by many mif-ſhapen botches- and protube- 
rances : In like manner theſe direfuband 
harſh apprehenfions of the Deity, meeting 
with a rough and unmalleable diſpoſition, 
inſtead of forming 'any conſiſtent notion, 
beger in ir by their contagious affriation 
an utter averſation and malice. againſt the 
thing it ſelf, and exaſperare it fo far that te 
bends all it's ſtrenzrh of wit and ſubtlety, 
ro cradjcapg the very Being'of a God out 
of the World. For undoubtedly if the 
minds of men be too untractable to be- 
come Devotional and Religious, the nexr 
ſtep will be to take away all ſenſe and ve- 
neration of a Supreme Numen as being 
{omerhing which otherwiſe would too 
much curbe and reſtrain them from pro- 
{ccuting that liberty their corrupt and de- 


bauched Natures aflyume to themſelves. 
I 3 And 
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And what 1s it that gives occaſion to ſuch 
diſmal thouzhts, and-renders the lovely 
Idea of God {ach a Mormo and buzbearito 
men, that they endeavour by all poſſible 
WAYES tO extirpate it out of their minds 
but only becauſe they fee thole who pre- 
trend to be the great lights of the Goſpel 
and Rcligion, and inſtruftors. of others in 
the -wayes of Rightcoulne(s., make :fuch 
dreadful repreſentations of his Nature;'and 
ſet; him forth--in. ſo (rightful a. dreſs; that 
they think the -V\ orld had/butter be with- 
put;!then-groan under the Tyranny. of ſuch 
a- blood-rtbirfty Deity , who-llike clurliſh 
Saturn, deſttoyes. his oft-ſpring ſo ſoon 
as broughs/imo,Being 5 nay. before they 
were any thing bur Idea's;in the Divine 
Intelle&, defigned them: by-an irrevocable 
Jaw to molt jtharp and uncalic torments ? 
This certainly is the very inward ſcnſe of 
the Atheiſt; who finding-very —_—— 
ry. and unaccountable explicationy as well 
ot many other grand pieccsof- Chriftiant- 
ty.aSof the Nature'of God, made by many 
who took themſelves to be #-244%i 7p: 1n the 
late times, whercin true Religion dwind- 
led away into nothing bur formal perfor- 
mances, long and pompous Devotions, te- 
dious and anxious Confeſſions, as well of 
the Articles of their Faith as Dengue 
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of their lives, and pedantick niceties, took 
a fair occalion to disbelteve all, and by a 
kelliſh kind of policy, contrived at once a 
toral everhon of Chriſtianity, by taking a- 
way the objec of Religious Worthip 
and expunzing the notion "of a Deity our 
of mens minds. Whar Plarerch ſomewhere 
ſpeakes of a barbarous ſort of people, rhe 
Athcilt retorts upon thoſe rigid maſters of 
Theology, that it were much better to have 
no notion or - conception of - God ar- all 
" S855 £1) roulZerp ty %egrlas 4 vow wv 77270 wp- 
aiuan, * THT rl Yunnan , 1264434 a8 Teur lu 
2u671% , than to'think that he takes plea- 
{ure in the blood 'of (lain' men, and ac- 
counts this the molt perfe& and conſum- 
mate Sacrifice and Devotion, But this need 
not have driven 'the Atheiſt hor far as ro 
deny the Exiſtence of God ; for had he 
looked into the inbred formes and;chara- 
ers of his own mind, and wirhal viewed 
the original draught of God in'the Holy 
Scriptures,he might have taken a farr more 
true, lively, and amiable reſemblance of. 
the Deity, than that which ſcared him from 
the very thoughts of his Being, "Gods one 
who carries on no felf-inereſt or particu- 
lar deſign : but that which he molt of all 
aimes at and intends ſhall take place vpon 
Earth, is the propagation of his own Life 
I 4 and 
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and Nature, and the general good and 
welfare. of all che ſons of Men. Fond and 
unreaſonable Man indeed , when he hath 
gotten power into his hands, delights him- 
ſelf in making happy or miſerable ar his 
pleaſure : bur that ſteady and immutable 
Goodneſs which neithcr riſes nor ſets, nor 
admirs any variation or (ſhadow of turning, 
glories not {0 much in the diſplaying of his 
power and making himſelt formidable to 
rhe Creation, as in the expantion and di- 
laration of his Love, as the glory and beau- 
ty of the Sun are thoſe pleaſant rayes that 
flow from him. Gods -power ts nothing 
bur Goodneis arming and exerting it felt 
for the bringing abour ſome defign;of 
Love; nor can he ever Will any thing bur 
what 15 every Way ſuitable and( correſpon- 
dent to his invariable Goodneſs, which is 
the meaſure of his Will. And he 
think that God takes any complac 
the fole exerciſe of his Soveraig 
Dominion over his Creatures, or ad? 
his glory by exalting and caſting them 
down, and making them the objeas of his 
Love or Hare , according to 1s arbitrary 

Will and Power, is all one as if a Man 

be ould ſcck for 2 name and glory by go- 
1g out and treading upon a few pcer 
Wormes, W e all ralke much ofthe glory 


arainſt Ablolute Reprobation. 


of God , but many of us have very ſhore 

and contracted conceptions, and tor oft 

adopt our own fancies tor genuine and na- 

tural apprehenſions of it, as if it conlifted 
in the putting forth the as of an unlimited 
Will and Power how and. when he plea- 
ſerh, and declaring their efluxes and-ema- 
nations to be the rule of reaſon and mea- 
ſure of all Morab Actions, and the grand 
Law of the whole Creation, or elſe in thoſe 
Hymns and Hallelujahs which are offered 
up to him by intellectual- Beings from all 
quarters of rhe Univerſe: Whereas in 
truch his Glory is nothing without himſelf, 
nor any acquiſition and purchaſe to aug- 
ment his happineſs ( for he being an In- 
finite Plenitude of all Perfection, is incapa- 
ble of receiving any complement of Glory 
or Blefſedneſs) but then he moſt of all 
elevates and raiſes his glory and luſtre , 
when he moſt of all communicates his 
Nature, and ſhines in with a full and un- 
interrupted light of Truth and Goodneſs 
upon a!l the intelle&ual- Creation, He 
never ſceks his Glory in reſpe& of us in 
any other way, than by diſpreading and 
imparting thoſe Soveraign Attributes of 
Love, Mercy, Patience, Wiſdom and Ju- 
ſtice. And we in the moſt proper ſenſe 
do then advance the Glory of God higheſt, 

anc 
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and diſcover ir to the World in the moſt 
ample and tranſcendent manner, whenthe 
life of God becomes a Vital Principle in 
us; carrying us beyond the reach of corpo- 
real -ex{udatigns and dehilements , which 
render the ſoul .inept for a con formiry to 
his bleſſed Image 3; and when Truth, Ho- 
lineſs and Righrcouſneſs-i in which the Di- 
vine Nature 1s copyed dnt, become not 
empty and inſiznificant Names and ſounds 
ot words, bur” auaring and quickning 
Principles, and we ſtydiouſly endeavour 
to engrave thoſe- beautitul-Forms in our 
minds and ſpirits : ' In a word, then do we 
eloriie God, when we converſe with him 
in the Temple of an unſyored Heart, and 
derive.trom him in whom there is no ble- 
miſh of iniquity, fuch an Univerſal Holi- 
neſs as lives within us, and pervades and 
ſanifies all our aQtions : And this the Lord 
Chriſt who beſt knew how to glorifie God, 
hath intimated to us, Herein ws my Father 


elorified, th, if ye bear A (at. 


© 


I have now finiſhed this Argument from 
the conſideration of the Divine Nature.and 
have deduced ſuch genuine and legitimate 
Concluſions, that if rightly cſtimared and 
weighed, cannot bur implant for the future 
in every unprejudic'd mind more gene- 
rous and {c 


rene Appretienſions of the Dei- 
[Y> 
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ty , then are offered in any Scheme of rhe 
Supralapſarian or Sublapſarian DoEtins z 
both which concurr in that which appears 
moſt deformed to cvery*-pure and defecate 
eye, viz,” The Etcrnal Reprobation and 
Confulion of the greateſt part of Man- 
kind, the one" upon prerence of Gods'fole 
Will and Pleaſure , and- the other under 
the mantle and-cover of Adam's tranſgreſ- 
fion , in whoſe loins the whole race”of 
Mankind was included; when he'fell and 
loſt his Paradiſe. Both which optaions, 
though never ſo fairly guilded over, do 
eally make God pur on the mask of cruel- 
ty and rigour, that he might appear juſf in 
his Occonomy and Adminiſtration of the 
affairs of the World: and: that which is 
moſt barbarous and infamous in rhe eye 
of reaſon is made to ſpeak the gloryof the 
Deity. And thar God might bring about 
this diſmal and black defign/ of Damning 
his Creatures, he muſt: compaſs ir by'in- 
jurious artifices, and tyrannical-contrivan- 
ces 3 rot unlike” that inhumane fraud Tibe- 
rius uled to Brutus and Nero the ſons of 


Germanicws, Varia frande induxit ut con- $ 4:4. in 
citarextur ad convilla , & concitati per- Vie. 7 it 
dereniur, How deep a ſtain doth this caſt c- 54- 


upon the lovely rayes and efflorences of the 
Divine Goodnefs and Mercy, making him 
to 
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to become'the Exccutioner to his own off- 
ſpring, and rend thar dear life in pieces, 
which his own hands gave Being to? And 
although the Sublapſarian Dog ma be enter- 
rained of ſome, on purpoſe to mollifie that 
harſh decree of the Supralapſarian Repro- 
bation ; yet if we diveſt it of rhoſe terms 
and ertifices of words wherewith it is 
mantled over to apptear more ſpecious to 
the World, we ſhall find it caſt as great a 
blot upen the Divine Nature as the 0- 
cher, For, whether is ir better to ſay , 
That. God by his Eternal Prerogative of 
Abſolvte Dominion over all his Creatures, 
has adjudged the greateſt part of Man- 
kind to ivevitable miſcry, for no other rea- 
{on but uponthe impulſe of. his own Will, 
and to ſhew the glory of his Power:: Or 
to fay, That God for the fin of one Man 
(whom he made the Repreſentative of the 
ſucceeding Generations of Men to the 
end of the World ) commirred ſome thou- 
ſands of years ago, and imputed only to his 
Pofterity, who were no more able to help 
it, than to hinder their being born into the 
World, ſhould rake the advantage of his 
lapſe , and decree the greateſt number of 
Mankind to Everlaſting deſtruQion. And if 
we impartially view this latter, it will ap- 
pear no lcfs precarious and abſurd _ 
the 


the former, For though it be true, that we 
are really and formally guilty of Original 
Sin 3 yertro ſay, that God did phyſically 
predetermine Adzm's tall : or inthe mildett 
ſenſe, That he looked upon man as fallen 
(for the Reprobationiſts are not conliſtent 
with themſelves ) and fo took the oppor- 
tunity which he foreſaw would offer it ſelf 
by his lapſe to bring about his deſign 
of ruining the greatelt number of Man- 
kind, is to bring Almighty - God the 
Father of compafhons upon the ſtage of 
the World, ſpeaking uno the calamitous 
Off-ſpring of Adam, like the Wolfe when 
he intended to devour a Lamb : 


Ante hos ſcx menſes, ait, maledixiftt mihi ; 
Reſpondit agnas : Equidem natus non tram. 
Pater hrrcuse tuns, inquit, maledixit mihi : 

Arque ita correptum lacerat injuſta nece., 


Should God takethe ſoulsof men being yer 
innocent,{a ſoon as heſet them upon ating 
in the World according to-thoſe Principles 
and Powers he beſtowed upon them at 
their firſt production, and calt them into 
eycrlaſting burnings, they would have this 
comfort left torthem, that they ſuffered in- 
nocently, and never in the leaſt meaſure vi- 
olated auy of the ſacred Laws of Heaven : 


But 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation. 107 : 


198 Gods Goodneſs P indxated 


Bur when they ſhall hear that their Crea- 
ror-and Father ( who upon that-'very ac- 
count could not inflid a greater evil than 
the good he beſtowed on them!) hath con- 
trived their death,and drawn them into (in, 
thathe might with the fairer ſhew of equity, 
puniſh chem with infinite” tortures both in 
body and ſoul, this injuſtice muſt necds ap: 
pear unſpeakably grievous. For alrhough 
{ome would {eemrto excuſe this Oeconomy 
from all harſhneſs, iniquity and rigor by 
{ubſtituting the ſofter rermes of Preterition 
or negative Reprobation ; yet.if they will 
unmwask their apprehenſions and ſpeak plain 
ſenſe , the difference will appear only in 
words, not in the thing i: ſelf, and is all one 
as if a man ſhould fſeck to alleviate the ca- 
lamity ofa condemned Maletactor, by tel- 
ling himhe ſhould not die by Common 
but Noble-hands ; For the evenr: declares 
Gods intention: and the denial of his help 
ro extricate them from miſcry,, is equiva- 
lentto a poſitive Reprobation. | Ler us con- 
{ulr a litcle our, own faculties, and reaſon 
the cale ; Is it at all conſentancous to thar 
communicative: Goodnefls, wherein God 
takes moſt delight to gloritie himſelf ; to 
make thoſe ſouls the: defolate Vittims of 
enraged Vengeance , who never had any 
more then a capability of Exiſtence when 

thcir 
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their firſt! Parent ſinned againſt heaven , 
and could ro more prevent their dcfile- 

ment by that diffufive Gay: "gs then 

Linder themſelves from. being firſt made > 

Arrian makes a very near cognation and Cp. 14. 
attinity of the ſouls of Men with God , as /ib. 1. in 
it they WCIe- ws MITTE Py \n.apuuals 9 partt- Epic. 
cles and avulſipns from him 3. and when 

Moſes made -inzerccfſion. for the 1ſraelztes 

upon the Rebellion of Korah, he uſes this 

Title or Appcllation, The God of the ſpirits Numb. 
of all fleſh, as the moſt prevalent Argument xvi. 22» 
to induce hi&-not to be wrath with.che 

whole Congregation for one mans fin 
foralmuch as he was their Creator , and 
therefore could not bur pity the works of 

his own hands : And the Author to the He- 

brews ſtylesthis everblefled Being, The Fa- Chap. 
ther of Spirits, who for that very reaſon, ii. 9. 
can never caſt of that Relation,and become 
unpitiful to his own lovely Off-ſpring, who 

in their lowelt ſtate and. greateſt dege- 

neracy were vouchſafed. tro be called 

w 7:%1 78 #7, The Sons of God, And now [oh. x: 
wiat other can itheſe things fignifie, bur 52. 
that there 15 4-very near alliance and con- 
{[anguinity berween God and the ſouls of 

Men? and that it is only the corrupt 1ma- 
e£10ations of men which introduced, thoſe 

torrid Decrees, and repreſented God as a 

hater 
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hater of Mankind, and deſirous of the death 
of his Creation > But to carry on this a lit- 
tle further : That God ſhould hang the 
everlaſting intereſt of millions of ſauls up- 
on the frail and mutable Will of a ſiagle 
Perfon, whom he foreſaw would lapſe, and 
by it ruin and undo the greater part of his 
yer uncreated Poſterity , is an Oeconomy 
coo harſh and rigid ever to be put in exe- 
cution by the God of Love, and 'unwor- 
thy the Nature of him whois the Father of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ih him the Fa- 
ther of Mercies and Compaſhons, Let us 
be wiſc unto ſobriety,and at like men who 
care not for Words and Names , but 
Things : Suppoſe an hundred Perſons con- 
demned to die, equally culpable, equally 
criminal z and it be in the Power of ſome 
Good-Man'to ſave ten, twenty, or all if he | 
pleaſe , will he not rather deliver all, than | 
only redeem twenty or a leſs number, cſpe- 
cially when he may do it with the ſame ex- 
pence and coſt > and ſhall we imagine 
God to be leſs Good than a charitable and 
kind-hearted Man > Do God and his holy 
Angels take an infinite complacency and 
delight, and rejoyce. at the Converſion of 
one ſinner, and can we think they take | 
Pleaſure in the deſtruRion of Myriads,even | 


before they ever actually offended > This * 
made | 
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made Mr, Calvin betake himſelf to the 


defence of the Supraiapſarian cauſe, be- 
cauſe. he knew not how the Petſonal fin 


of Adam ſhould be derived upon his Polte- 


rity, and make them formally guilty, Io as. 


God might Salva: bonitate - & *juſtitia,, 
Reprobate them as finners, and caſt them 


into the Joweſt hell : Wherefore he aſ- 
ctibes all tothe Divine Preordination, and 
doubts not to ſay, Nihil ad, nos \uniue bo- In Reſp, 
minis cnlpa, niſs nos celeſts Iludex aterno ad Ca- 
exitio addiceret. But let us hear him ſpeak *=”- 


out his mind more fully to this purpoſe, mp 


Inftit. lib. 3. cap. 23.0.7. Diſerts verbs 
hee extare negant , decretum fuiſſe' a Deo 
ut ſua defettione periret Adams Yuaſ 


- vero. idem ifle Dens, quem Scriptura pre- 


dicat facere quecunque wvult, ambiguo fine- 
condidgret nobiliflimum ex ſus Creaturs. 
Liberi arbitrii fuiſſe Dicunst ut fortunan 
ipſe [ibi fingeret: Deum vero, nihil deſti- 
naſſe.niſt ut pro merito cum trattaret. Tam 
tigidum.commentum fi recipitur, bi” erit 
ils Dei Omnipotentia, qua ſecundum ar- 
cauum conſilium, quod aliunde non pendet, 
omnia Froderatur ? Atqui Predeſtinatio , 
velint, nolint, in poſters ſe profert, Neque 
enim fatum Wi naturaliter ur a ſalute 
exciderent omnes unius -parentis culpa. 


Luid eos prohibet fateri de uno bomine, 
K quod 
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quod tnvitt de toto humano genere con-. 
cedunt ?  Duid enim tergiverſando tade- 
rent operas ? Cunttos "mortales in uniu 
homlnk perſona morti tern mancipatos 
fuiſſe Seriptara clamat, "Hoc ctim nature 
aſcribi requeart , ab adthirabili Dei con- 
filio profe&um eſſe minime obfcurum'eſt, 
Bdnos iſtos ſaſftirie Dei Patronos perpleXvs 
hetere in” feſtu 4 , altas werd rrabts ſupe- 
rare nimu abſurdum tft. Iteram quars, 
Unde fattum eſt ut tort gentes una cum 
Iiberis eorum infantibus erernea Porti in- 
volveret lapſue Ade abſque remedio, nif 

vi4 Deo ita viſum eft> Hic obmuteſcere 
oportet alicqui tam Uicaces linguas, De- 
.ctetnim guidem horrible fateor z inficiars 
tamen nm? poterit grin preſciverit Dew 
quem exitum efſet habiturus homo ante- 
quam ipſum conderet ; W& ideo praſcive- 
rit,, . Quiz decreto ſuo fic ordinarat, It 
caimot be denyed then, but tbat the Scri- 
pture abundantly teſtifies, and our dayly 
Experience aſſerts the Lapſe and Apoita- 
cy. of Men from God , and that they are 
really guilty of an Original cogragion: 
but thar it came by ariy Ordination and De- 
cree of God, neither Scriprure nor Rea- 
ſon will affent unto, And for this Dege- 
neracy God might juſtly have puniſhed 
all the World, Face that every man had 
made 
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made himſelf obnoxious by departing from 
him, and violating his Sacred Law : Bur 
God whoſe Goodnefs never fails; was ſo 
far from taking advantage. of the deplora- 
ble ſtare of Mankind, that he had a defign 
of Good rowards them, and ſenr che Lord 
Chriſt into the World, who raking upon 
him to become a w%2ue, Or 'Expiarory Sa- 
crifice for the fins of men , 'rook of all 
that' diſpleaſure which was conceived a- 
gainft them , according as the Apoſtle 


rells us, God was in Chriſt reconciling the 2 Cor.y. 
World unto bimſcif : And again, 1t pleaſed 19. 

the Father that in Chriſt ſh-uld all fulneſs Col. i. 
dwell , and ( having made -m_ through 19, 20. 


the bloud of his Croſs) by him 10 recon- 
cile all things unto himſelf , whether they 
be things in Earth, or things in Heaven. 
By which Reconciliation is meant Gods 
raking into grace and favour lapſed Man, 
and forgiving their foul degeneracy from 
him , and aſſuring them that their paſt 
obliquities ſhall never ruine them , if now 
they will endeavour to become New- 
creatures, and that now he hath entrcd 
upon a Covenant of Peace, wherein he 
promiſes ro them. all the affiſtance rhar 
poſſibly can be given Rational Beings ; ſo 
that now no man is damned for his Ort- 
ginal, bur AQual Tranſgreflions : orher- 
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wiſe it cannot be underſtood how God 
through Chriſt, ſhould reconcile the World 
unto himſelt , or how the Grace of God 
which came by Chriſt did abound, and 
was made more efficacious then ſin ; For 
ifthe fin of Adam deſtroyed and flew 
more, than the: Death and Paſſion of the 
Lord Chriſt:made alive, then were Sin of 
a larger extent and more potent than 
Grace ; and the Apoſtle could not truly 
affirm , That where Sin abounded, Grate 
did much more abound. 
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A fourth Argument againſt the Do- 
Arine of Inconditionate Repro- 
bation, taken from the Evangelical 
Diſpenſation , wherein is ſhown, the 
purport and deſign of the Goſpel, 


which us to reinſtate all men into the 
Participation of the Divine Nature, 
and that that Rigid Doftrine is 
deſtrufiive of ſo high and glorious 


an end. 


Here is no Man that knows him- 

ſelf, and diſcerns the true frame of 

his own Being, what ſublime and noble 
perte&ions the ſoul is capable of, and 
withal refle&s upon the weak and imper- 
fect ſtate of the Sons of men, how uncer- 
rain and flucuaring their judgments are 
ar the beſt, and-how frequently obſcured 
with prejudice, how impotently ſtub- 
born their wills to the elefion of ſubſtan» 
tial good, and how broken and diſordered 
the faculties of their whole man, but wall 
K 3 aſluredly 
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afluredly conclude that all Mankind (how- 


ever it comes to paſs ) are extremely ali- 
enared and apoſtatiz'd from that innate 
purity and excellent' {tate in which they 
were' created ( for no Man that believes 
himſelf made by an Alwiſe and infinitely 
perte&t Author, can imagine that he came 
thus lame and maimed out of his hands ) 
and ſunk as low as the capacities of their 
Nature will perntit, being only vivacious 
and aCtive to trifling, low, and bodily in- 
tcreſts and concernments, carrying on ſuch 
poor and momentary deſigns as are unwo”- 
thy the native generoſity of their minds ; in 
a word, ſo devoid of char lite in the poſleſ- 
ſton of which conſiſts their trye fclicity , 
that they are paſt hopes of recyvering by 
their own folicary endeavours their pri- 
ſtine and ancient glory. Bur.alſhough Man 
by that venturous and bold revolt from the 
bleſled Kingdom of Light,diſpoſſeſſed him- 
{elf of Gods favour,” and forteited all right 
and ticie to his ordinary care and Provi- 
dence; vet that ever-to-be-magnifed 
Goodneſs which made him art firſt Lapſa- 
ble, beheld him as a calamirous obje& of 
compaſſion, and deſigned the crefting and 
reedifying that glorious Temple which fm 
and unrighteouſnels had miſerably defaced 
and ruined, and the repoſicfling his we 
7" 5-0 | .: wed 
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life of it's rightful Government and Domi- 
nion in the Souls of Men, which however 
they come into the World the ſubjects of 
bruitiſh luſts and; paſſions, axe. yet capable 
of Angelical accompliſhments, and a Viral 
Union with the Creatar of all things; 
God therefore being the higheſt and maſk 
perfe& life, and feeling and. knowing i 
Nature to be the moſt pretious.thing in 
the World, and the ucmoſt perteRion of 
every Rational Being , could not but in- 
tend graciouſly to his lapſed Creatures , 
and ſcek the extenſion and diſpreading of 
his goodly Attributes over all capable ſub- 
je&s of the World of life. . For he that (hall 
look upon the diligence and ativity of the 
dark Powers in enlarging. the bounds of 
their uſurped Kingdom, and con{ider the 
contagious and cuſſentingring Nature of 
every pitiful and degenerate Juſt, how c- 
very crazie and fickly vice attempts and 
offers at a further explication of irſelf, 
and eyery ſmall Exarchat of that Helliſh 
Principality endeavours dayly to make new 
additions ,- and rake in freſh ſupplies to 
maiatain the general cauſe of unrighte+ 
ouſneſs , and augment their petty Royal- 
tics, can never think that God will fit as 
a diſintereſſed ſpe&ator z but promote and 
advance his own good life to the command 
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of the whole Creation,and brake down 
the power of that great Arimanus , who 
captivates the ' ſons of Men in the fetrers 
and ſhackles of Mortality and Death. 
The: life-of God is a ſtrong and powetful 
principle, 3nd hath alwayes the arme of 
Heaven to aid and affiſt ir: bur all fin and 
unrighteouſneſs is a mcer poverty and de- 
ficiency, not* able to exiſt in the World, 
did not the felf-wills of men uphold it, 
and can never ſtand againſt rhe potentaſ- 
faults of the Heavenly Narure, Which 
holy life that God might reeſtabliſh 'in the 
World , he hath delivered the Goſpel , 
the laſt and moſt perfe'diſpenſation that 
ever was or: ſhall be communicated ro 
Men, which conlifts not in an external and 
dead. form of words, nor is it a mcer 
ſyſteme andcompendium of ſuch precepts, 
that like the Mofaical Law, ſanRifie only 
to the purifying of the tieſh, bur capnor 
xP ovreidvany Te) cio 7 .MeFÞov\e , Perfect him 
that doth the ſervice as pertaining to the 
Conſcience ; that is, Purge and cleanſe his 
mind from dead Works, and make way 
for the conſummation of the life of God 
within him, whereby he ſhall no longer 
be in bondage anJ4 ſcrvility to every caitive 
Juſt , but a& ſpontaneovſly under a free 
and generous principle, and become a law 
co 
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co himſelf: but ſuch a Method &f perfe& 
Righteouſneſs and Virtue as ſhall purifie, 
cell and cxalt the ſpirits of Men from 
all | feculent concretions, and ſubdue every 
irregular motion .and untuly defite_ thar 
would tempt and follicit their choice of 
corporeal joyes, and beger in them ſo true 
a reliſh of unblameable' Goodneſs -and 
Holineſs, as ſhould 'at che+ end of their 
mortal life inſtal them in” the full pofleſ(- 
fion 'of everlaſting Tranquility and Peace. 
Of which glorious contrivance, thongh.we 
have a Scheme and Model-drawn ovtin the 
Holy Goſpels; yer there is a life and 
ſpirit in Chiiftianiry that cannot be blotred 
on paper, bur lives and as in ſuch hearts 
as are framed and ſquared according to 
thoſe Rules contained in the Sacred Wri- 
tings. And this he who is the Author of 
our Faith and Blefſedneſs teſtified, when * 
he ſaid, that his Words were Spirit and 
Life; ſuch as were able, and deligned to 
revive the dead and ſenſes minds of Men, 
and propagate a viral heat and motion 
through the rorpid and benummed World: 
and accordingly the Apoſtle St. Faul tels us, 


that Chriſtianity 15 indeed riu@> 73 mduel& Rom. 
*'Core, The Law of the Spirit of life : and viii. 2- 
in another place, Hazriz 17 mdud]Gr, 1 2 Cor.3. 


1a0ns, The miniſtration of the Spirit, _ 
the 
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the miniſtration of Righteouſneſs , in op- 
poſition to the Newris Surere 3; rgarcinar , 
The diſpenſation of | Death and Condem- 
ation; intimating, that under the Goſpel 
men ſhall not have a Mechanical and 
Artificial Religion, but ſuch as frames the 
life and ſpirit of God in their hearts, and 
becomes a Vital forme , tuning their ſouls 
Into an Univerſal conſent with Gods own 
Will, whereby they ſend forth moſt har- 
monious and Divine accents, not only when 
they are ſtricken and beaten upon by ay 
external hand, like Memzon's ſtatue, whoſe 
Muſical notes ceaſed fo ſoon as the Sun- 
beams were withdrawn from it ; bur fron 
an internal Power, incorporated and made 
one with their own ſpirirs, Itis true, when 
God art firſk made Man, and ſent him intg 
this lower World, he left him to be go- 
verned by thoſe innate preſcriptions and 
rules of Righteouſneſs he interwove in 
the conſtitutzon of his Nature art his firſt 
produQion 3 aud; while he followed this 
light, and turned not aſide to the falſe fires 
of his depraved will, he walked in ſafe and 
ſecure paths: But when Men began to 
multiply upon earth, Sin and Vice in- 
creaſed, and the infe&ious ſteams of Ini- 
. Quity ſoon grew into a cloud and obſcu- 

red the light of the day, and men rings 
theic 
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their ancient Guide, and wandred aboutin 
Darkneſs and Errorz and the voice of 
Reaſon was not heard when Self-intereſt 
and Paſſion became the ſole principles of 
ation, Hence it came to pals, that it-ſuc- 
ceſſion of time Mens diſcriminative facul- 
ties growing inſenſate and dull through 
the lite and vigour of their Animal powers, 
and their Criteria abating and looſing rheir . 
quick and nimble raft and relliſh of true 
00d and happineſs, they chooſe only the 
preſent ſatisfaRtion and pleaſure of their 
corrupt Appetites, and embraced blindfold 
every inordinate motion and paſſion 3" and 
it was too late now to curb and reftrain 
their lawleſs and rampant Defires, For 
alrhough Divine Goodneſy which was 
never abſent nor withdrawn from the 
World, did in all Ages and Places raiſe 
up conſiderable and holy Perſons to in- 
ſtru& the perverſe Sons of Men in the 
wayes of Righteouſneſs; yet their Pre- 
cepts and Admonitions were entertained 
by very few, the reſt of the World till 
{lumbring in their old wickedneſs ang ſtu- 
pidity, and chufing ſuch faint and'glim- 
mering flames to guide themſelves by , 
ſuch weak and ſickly Principles as might 
leaſt -diſtrub their fancied Peace , and mo- - 
leſt their defired Security. Wherefore 


when 
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when this way proved unſerviceable and 
unfit for Mans'Reſtauration, God entred 
upon' a new 'Difpenſation , and revealed 
himſelf more plainly to the Fews, ſeleting 
Facob for his Portion , and Iſrael for the 
lot of bus Inheritance, conduing them by 
aninfant Religion which ſhould make way 
and preparetheir minds for the reception 
of that glorious. Myſterie which in due 
time ſhould be communicated to the 
World ; and delivering to them Laws, 
Statutes and Judgments, fencing and hedg- 
ing in the impure eruptions of their deba- 
ſed Natures by. Judicial Decrees , and be- 
fiedging Vice and Iniquity by the actual 
promulgation of a Law, Bur the main of 
this Occonomy was only Thetical and Po- 
ſitive, deriving it's obligation mcerly from 
the Divine Command , and adapred for 
the moſt pert to the ?laftick Powers of the 
ſoul, for ir conſiſting chiefly in external 
Performances which had no intrinſick 
Goodnels contain'd in them,nor any other 
Reaſon of their injunction , but the will 
and pleaſure of the Impoſer, it could not 
aſcend higher then the Fancy pr Imagi- 
nation , nor contribute any thing to the 
ſublimating Reaſon and Intellect, while all 
it's motions were determined in ſo low a 
ſpear, And hence aroſe the grear imper- 
feRicn 
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tetion of the 'Moſaical Law, in that it had 
only an Adumbration, and preſented a 
Landrschap of good things, and not the wery 


image and ſubſtance, andconſequently-was Heb, x, 


altogether deſtitute of a Fital and Energe- 1, 
tical Power to promote true-and ſubſtan- 
tial Holineſs, or. extirpate:and mortifie the 
cxorbitant paſſions of corporeal life: For 
indeed ther whole body | of the-. Fudaival 
Service was ioply aPrefiguration of fome- 
thing more -perfect and illuſtrious. to- be 
diſcovered toi the World, the moſt myſte- 
rious part of ic being Typical 4nd Eeable- 
marical, carrying an abſcondit ſignification 
under an External Symbol; , which: tbe 
Author tothe! Hebrews ſeemsto alludeto, 
when he ſayes ir was neceſſary. that the 


ms Van yuale 5 © mis vearoir, Tbe Paferns Heb. ix, 
of tFings in the Heavens, 'ſhould be purt- 23,24. 


fied with theſe again, Chriſt 
i not entred into the holy places made 
with hands irnwm & enuloar, The figures 
of the true - But when notwithſtand- 
ing this careful - Diſcipline men were' full 
corrupt and ſatisfied themſelves with the 
bare obſervance of the letter of the Law, 
negleing the mt fegvnes, the welghtier and 
more principal matters , ſuch as Juſtice, 
Rightcouſneſs, Truth and Goodneſs, God 
grew weary of this Oeconomy, and co 
c 
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led more for the performance of the Mo. 
ral then Ceremonial part of the Law, and 
when the fulneſs of time was come re- 
ſolved to bring abour his laſt and moſt per- 
fect derermination,which was to ſend down 
his well-beloved: Son wich full Power and 
Auchoriry ro. communicate an Everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs, and deliver to the World 
the Goſpel, which is the ſum and ſub- 
ſtance, the flower and quinteſſence of thoſe 
mAvueges x mySerms, Exterior modes and 
ſchemes , wherewith he inſtructed the 
Fewiſh Chutch of old, and which retains 
only ſuch Ceremonies as are neceſſary in 
repard of our frail and mortal ſtare ( in 
which we are more afte&ed with the pro- 
pulfions and motions of ſenſe, then wach 
Trarhs of a refined and intelleQual con- 
Rirucion ) and is compounded and Inade 
up of ſuch- things as are naturally and 
immutably good, ſuch as have an eternal 
and- indiſpenſable obligation , being no- | 
thing bur rhe 7dea's of our own ſouls which | 
we had buried and obſcared by our fall, 
raiſed and brought to light again , the re- 
ſuks of Gods own Nature imprinted up- 
on our minds, and his moral Being explt- 
cared anddiſpread- throughout our ſpirits, 
The Goſpel is nothing but God manifeſted 
in the fleſh, his Goodneſs, Wiſdom, Ju- 


ſtice, 
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tice, and Mercy veiled under the Cortex 
of words and expreſſions adapted and fir- 
red- ro our mean capacities, and it's higheſt 
aime and deſign is to make us 4 Ida; gymnaus 
varyorts,  Partabers of thr Divine Nature , 
ahd perfe@ us according to his own Image 
of Riphteouſnes and 'Trurh , and in our 
due time inveſt vs With the immortal 
robes of life and gloty,” This was the No- 
ble end 'of” the Ppthagerean Philoſophy, 


Jars Sf Chia Vero rThes foi wes md - of Seiwy Hierccles 
d1a0;s wilanair, br Tray & 77 Sarde xeughs Gurf 1 Carm. 
emits 8 yo; 8 Ont e3ua,, 2 1 Tire roay hee 


enedvralvny wen wi Terrier wmytar any ivanc 
ir 4 gncootiag dgiiray dfAnals rr 8 g WW "op 
nal Rulers bred ow , x Hromicid%; , Tony 
Thrls evS;imy $15 Wh 4 And queſtionleſs 
a Divine ' and Heroick- ſpirit moved in 
thoſe Philoſophers veins, and they knew 
and felt the irradiations of that Heavenly 
life, which quickens and informs every 
Rational Being that puts no wilful ſtop 
and impediment to it's kindly operations : 
Bur whether ever they obtained that high 
and excellent archievement they aimed-at, 
by living up to the Precepts and Princi- 
ples of their Philoſophy, I ſhall not now 
enquire. Sure I am, there was never any 
Oeconomy yet divulged ro the World, 
which more illuſtriouſly propagated the 

| Divine 
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Divine Life and: Nature, or, more. cffe- 
Etually- conduced to the drawing Men 
* fromSin. and Wickedneſs, and weakning 
the Diabolical Kingdom, then that Evan- 
gow Myſterie which hath been hid from 

2es and Generations 3 bur is now made 


| 


manifeſt to Mankind by the appearing of | 


Jeſus Chriſt, That we are deeply lapſed 
and degenerated from God, is the univer- 
ſal conſent of all Men, although. they dit- 
fer in the;manner of it's explication : Plato 
taught that the- Fall .of Man conſiſted 


& mis22ppvicer, in the definxien of the ſouls. 


pinions ; whereby not being able any lon- 
ger. to bear her ſelf up in the higher 
Regions, ſhe fell ro the Earth, and 
inhabited a Mortal body , which- the' a- 
bove named Author thus Parapbraſcs upon, 
warsy £7 1 Nog pvp, x) n ulieghbuaacs of wot: 
Cormpy nul; aehs mh av ts Fo Son iam 
Ti7Ty » ols Ti ws cvveidiges); mus iy $j,,4 ont 
ee:aw Belg moni; x, n of ageif, 10h wliger 
'mVoy wxzuns ati FT who! x92wr3r mm) » Os 
Thu Srlar colrolas nj4ds arary® that 1S,! As O8r 
departure from God, and the defiuxe and 
moulting of our plumes, whereby we ſoared 
aloft, cauſed our deſcent into the region of 
Mortality and Wretchedneſs ; ſo it is the 
rejettion ef our bodily paſſions, and the 
growth and ſpringing of wiriue 4s of new 

wings, 
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wings, which will carry us to the pure habi- 
tations of Holineſs ana Divine felicity, Bur 
whether our lapſe were thus or not,itmakes 
lictle 3 however ir was, this 15 certain, that 
our Rea(cent ro God, muſt be in all points 
contrary to our Apoſtacy from him. As 
we have polluted our Natures by a bound» 
leſs regard and Adheſion to corporeal 
pleaſures, and ſunk our. ſelves deep into 
che material World ; ſo onthe other fide, 
our reverſion to our loſt happineſs muſt 
be effected by refining our ſouls-from ter- 


- rene dregs, and converling with our mind 


and intelleRt, and: fubjugating'our Ani- 
mal powers to the dictares and: Imperium 
of Reaſon. As our deſcent came- by liſt- 
ning tothe impure whiſpers and; tirillati- 
ons: of the bodily life 3 fo our aſcent and 
Reſurre&ion muſt come by hearkning to 
the ſuggeſtions of the IntelleQual Man. 
And what more effeual and - powerful 
means can be excogitatred to recover man- 
kind from the thraldom and bondage of 
ſin, then that facred method divulged 
ro the World in the manifeſtation of the 
Goſpel, whoſe great tendency and ſcope is 
ro enforce the neceſſity of a good and ver- 
ruous life, and mortifie all irregular and 
inordinate defires, and reinthrone Divine 
Righteouſneſs ro it's juſt rights and poſ- 

L ſeſſion 
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ſeſſion in the hearts. and minds of men 2 
To whatother purpoſe are we commanded 
inthe Goſpel to extirpate every extrava- | 
gant luſt and paſſion, and crucihe the ſpu- 
rious produ@tions of Vice, and profecute 
with all diligence and affeCtion their lovely | 
contraries: but becauſe the one deprefles 
our minds from their true {tate by ſubjeR- 
ing chem to a baſe and ignoble drudgery, | 
and the other recovers them to their firlk 
and genuine freedom, and ' puts them into 
a capacity of immortality > For all paſſions, 
the more corporeal they are and partici- 
pate of the body, the more they draw and 
wind the ſoulto the center of the Animal 
life, which by a copious emiſſion of fuli- | 
ginous' rayes , obnubilates: the intelleQual | 
and perceptive powers, and whoever pur- 
ges himſelf from theſe, ſhall be a veſſel unto 
bonour, tis purgation-of Soul and Spirit ' 
was judged indiſpenſably neceſſary for the 
recuperation of the Divine Image by the 
Pythagorean Philoſophers, and is called by 
Porphyry mu"13 anmorcis PI TR. the ablation 
4 every thing extrantow , leaving only 
uch forms in the foul as-.are congenit 
with it's own Nature, It's true, as we { 
core into the World, wereliſh little elſe 
but the fond gratifications of the body, and 
are taken up and inamour'd with the in- 
cſcations | 
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eſcations. and allurements of the plaſtick 
life , whereby our better parts are dul- 
led and ſtupified, and in this degene- 
rate ſtate the ſoul is truly faid in the 
Pythazorick (enſe wicfamer 5 ame Yor Cour 
to paſs into brates , not by a wleyſrouds $ 
erIganivns Vygis ts 4noa , transfuſion of the 


hamane ſoul into Beaſts, butby ir's deſcent, 


into the brutiſh lite , and aſſimilating it 
ſelf to ferine paſſions and inclinations ; 
Hd mivrlw ow wyſweys, or up Wnnunivans, 
auxors Trorce prousI2, emiuacr x; Bnafeggt* 62 3 


Mum, dye % ewe it tics of” nl 


dAGmuas* 73 14e ay avav aurhhess x; ngxoilus 
irlour@ 3 daams , as Arrian exprefles it, 
The great work therefore , of the Goſpel 
is to beat down and conquer the 
bru:iſh and irrational part in us, to era- 
dicate our vile and depraved affeRions, 
and to place. the Divine life in a full 
and entire command over all. our infe- 
rior faculties. 'To the bringing about 
which bleſſed delign, and. tro complear 
and perte&t a through Purgatioz of. our 
minds, we are Hs in the Go- 
ſpel great Temperance , Sobriety and 
Moderation of all terreſtrial deſires, as 
the moſt conducive means to ſpiritualize 
and attenuate our minds, whereas the 

L 3 con- 
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contrary drowns * them in corporeal 


effluxes - and exſudations: 
And morcover we are com- 
manded an Univerſal ab- 
{tinence from all wrong and 
injuſtice, and a hearty love 
and good will to all man- 
kind; to hold faſt thar 
which is good, and abſtain 
from all appcarance of e- 


vilz; to abſtrat our hearts 
from Mundane and Temporal felicitics, 
and make treaſures for our {elves in heaven, 
and to be no more ſollicicous for terrene 
concernments then the Lillies of the field, 
ot the fowls of the air ; to ſeek firſt the 


Kingdom of God and his Righrcouſnels, | 


and ro depend upon his Fatherly Care 
and Providence for the neceſſities of our 


: 


: 


lives 3 to keep our ſelves pure and unde- | 


filed not only from outward and grofler, 
bur internal and more refined pollutions; 
to be ready to do good and diſtribute totte 
neceſſities of our Brethren ; to live peace- 
ably if it be poſſible, with all men 3 In a 
word, Whatſoever things are true, whatſt- 
ever things are honeft, whatſoever things 
are juſt, whatſoever are pure , whatſoever 
are lovely , whatſaever are of good report; 
if there be any wertue, if there be any praiſe 

h [0 
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to think on thoſe things, Theſe are the 
proper food and nouriſhment of our in- 
telletual man, and bring a preſent plea- 
ſure in the exerciſe of them, far ſurpaſſing 
the choiceſt entertainments of ſenſe. For 
what truer and nobler delight can accrew 
to our ſpirits, then to have done an a& of 
Charity, to have bound up an aking head, 
dryed up a watry eye, and relieved a naked 
and hungry body > How ſordid and-baſe 
is the narrow and contraſted mind that 
never looks beyond it ſelf, bur moves in a 
ſphear diſtin from all che World beſide, 
as if it were ſome particulag Being, and 
not a part and member of the Univerſe ? 
What is there more noble and Divine than 
Love, which neither envies nor ſ(ceks it's 
own, but fills the mind of man with a ſolid 
peace and contentment > and, How broken 
and troubleſom is the ſtate of that man, 
whoſe heart is continually corroded with 
Envie and Malice, and cannot look upon 
his Neighbour without an evileye > Whar 
ſerenity and quictneſs of life is he poſſeſſed 
of , who following the Precepts of the 
Goſpe!, makes himſelf maſter of his paſ- 
frons, and never ſuffers any impure and 
brutiſh luſt ro creep up into the bed of 
Reaſon and defile it : bur lives in a clear 
exerciſe of his diſcriminative faculties, and 
L 3 {ub- 
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ſ{ubdues all his lower powers to the obe- 
dience of his mind and Inrclle& > while 
he that renders himſelf captive to the pal- 
ſions and various motions and inclinations 
of ſenſe which God gave to be his ſervants, | 
never poſleſles any true and real tranquil- | 
liry , but carries a Tempeſt within his | 
breaſt , which perpetually toſſes him to | 
and fro, like thoſe diſconlolate ſpirits our | 
Saviour mentions, Matth, xii. who walk 
through dry places, ſecking reſt but find- 
ing none. He that ſincerely conforms him- 
ſelf ro the Evangelicah method of Truth 
and Righteouſneſs, forſakes the muddy and 
groſſer World', and aſcends above the ' 
clouds in Divine and peaceful Contempla- | 
tions, and finds himſelf out of the reach 
of the ſtorms and thunders of the troubled 
air he hath left behind him. He apprehends 
God as the moſt lovely and deſirable ob- 
je& in the whole World, and then feels 
himſelf moſt ar eaſe when he endeavours 
to unite and - become one with that ever- 
bleſſed Being , ſubrrating his affeRions 
from all earthly vanities, as finding ſome- 
thing more noble and worthy to beſtow 
7:ib. 4. them upon; thus as Porphyry ſpeaks ofthe 
IS Ezyptian Prieſts, 4 crifbos 3hov + Gio 74 5) Veer 
$5 wes t%, Snxre, Het hyh grven up his whole 
life to Divine Contemplation .and ſeared 
| after ' 
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after the Deity, ' Such Power have Evan- 
gelical Truchs over the minds 'of men, 
chat they transform them into their own 
native image and (imilitude, and the more 
they are looked into, the more they enra- 
viſh them with their heavenly beauty and 
pulchricude. And becauſe afflied and 
perſecuted Vertue could not be thought 
eligible meerly for it ſelf, nor be a (ufficient 
argument to induce us to the love and pra- 
Rice of it who were ſo fatally addi&ted 
to the concerns of ſenſe ; therefore God 
who knew our frame and how far, and 
to what'degrees we had apoſtatiz'd from 
his holy Nature, did not only propound 
good things to our choice, bur ſolicit our 
wills to the embracing of them by the 
ſtrongeſt evidences and moſt attractive 
motives that our Natures were capable of 
receiving, The life of ſenſe being more 
powerful and laying a greater, though nor 
a juſter, claim ro our minds as we are 
born into this World, God was pleaſed 
to deal with us after a ſenſible manner, 
and ina way of condeſcending Wiſdom, 
proportioning the Truths he delivered to us 
ro our capacity of reception : And this was 
that the Apoſtle called the Fooliſhn:ſs of 
Preaching, wherein God ſtoops down and 
puts on the garb and frailties of huma- 
L 4 nity, 
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nity,and ſuits the reſults of his will with our 
mean and ſhallow apprehenſions. Great is 
the Myſterie of Godlineſs, God was mani- 
fefted in the fleſb, and cradled in the circle 
of a Virgins arms : which clearly demon- 
ſtrates, even to outward ſenſe, the exceed- 
ins Goodneſs and VViſdom of Almighty 
| God, that he hath nor caſt off the care of 
Mankind, but 1s at peace with the World; 
and hath pur on the bright robes of Loving- 
kindneſs and Mercy, which he hath given 
a large Specimen and full proof of in the 
Miſhon of the Lord Chriſt from heaven, 
God would have all men Jay aſide rheir 
hard thoughts and cauſleſs-jealouſies and 


ſuſpicions of his Nature, as if he did not - | 


from his heart intend them good, but only 
{ſuſpended his anger for a time, which mighe 
again break out upon them in prodigious 
floods of vengeance and fury. For this is 
the moſt certain ſign that. God wills and 
defires our happine(s and welfare, in that 
he hath united himſelf ro our Nature, and 
ſent down his only begotten Son for no 
other purpoſe, but to ſeck and to ſave that 
which was loſt : And if he ſpared not hs 
ewn Son, but delivered him np for us all; 
how ſhall he not with him alſo freely give 
w 4 things * What is there now can lay 
2 greater tie upon ingenuous ſpirits, Rp 
nc 
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the diſcovery of ſo much undeſerved kind- 
neſs and love > Vhar hearr is there ſo ob- 
durate and rocky, that this will not diſſolve 
into the tears of love and joy, to behold 
the bleſſed Jeſus hanging berween heaven 
and earth upon the Crols, that he might re- 
concile all things that are in heaven and 
earth , and become a propiriatory Sacrifice 
for all mens fins in the World > It is ſaid of 
Socrates, that he was ſo inamour'd with this 
Divine paſſion of Love , that he ſtyled 
himſelf ®egmy 73 iol@, A ſervant of 
Love: Ler therefore Love, which is the 
Proxenert of Nature, the great infirument 
of conciliating hearts, beget in thee a re- 
turn and retribution of Love , and never 
think of thoſe ſtreams of blood which ſo 
copiouſly flowed from the wounded body 
of thy dying Lord , without a paſſive and 
melting ſpirit 3 but be likewiſe a ſervant of 
Love, and a& under that generous princi- 
ple, for Lowe & of God: And every one 
that loveth is born of God , and knoweth 
Ged, 

And that we may not think we are ſet 
ro remove mountains, or perform impoſſi. 
bilities when we are exhorred by the Go- 
ſpel to the participation of Gods holy lite, 
we ſhall never be left alone ro {ink under 
our load and die; bur ſhall have rhe aſh- 
ance 
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ſtance of that A4lmighry and Demiurgical 


' ſpirit of Love, who hovered over the 


dark Chaos, and brought into Being the 
goodly frame of heaven andearth, and re- 
pleniſhed all the immenſe trats of ſpace 
with ſutable inhabirants, This is that Wiſ- 
dom which is the brightneſs of the Ever- 
laſting , the unſpotted mirrour of the power 
of God , and the Image of his Goodneſs ; 
which remaining in her ſelf makes all things 
new, andin all ages entring into holy ſoals 
makes them friends of God and Prophets, 
She will nos lodge in a ſinful body, nov a- 
bide when unrighteouſneſs cometh in ; For 
ſhe « more beautiful then the Sun , and 
above all the order of ſtars, being compa- 
red with the lizht, ſhe is found before it, 
This kind and loving ſpirit will God beſtow 
upon every one that asks it of him, to re- 
pair his broken and decayed Nature ; to 
raiſe up the. Divine Image , to joynt and 
confirm every perverſe diſlocation in the 
frame of his-foul, and ro perfe& and com- 
pleat the living efformation of Chriſt 
within him. Let no man then deſpair of 
attaining to a ſtare of Blefſedneſs under 
the Goſpel ; for this Benign Spirit, whoſe 
delights are with the Sons of Men , per- 
vades the whole World, and rouches and 
overſhadows every man with our-ſtrerched 
wings 
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wings, who is willing to have the Divine 
Image and Pourtraiture formed in him, 
and doth not by impurity and uncleannefs 
chaſe ir away. Though our enemies are 
mighty, and our ſouls weak ; yer let none 
deſpair of Victory ; for through the afli- 
ſtance and condu@ of that Almighty, we 
ſhall be ableto overcome them, He is ever 
cheriſhing and foſtring the life of God wher- 
ever it's born into any ſoul,and ſweetly infſt- 
nuates into our minds.,and hallows and ſan- 
Cifies all our powers , and excites us to a 
ſcrious and hearty purſuit after the indif- 
penſable laws of Truth, Righteouſnefs and 
Goodneſs, We are not fallen and degenera- 
ted beyond the power of God,bur his Spirit 
is able to raiſe and bring up our ſouls from 
the loweſt Hell, and ro renew and reform 
our debaſed and wretched Natures. For 
what cannot he do, who at firſt made us 
faulcleſs and happy , till we ruined and 
defaced his bleſſed Image, andrendred our 
ſelves the miſerable objeRs of his com- 
paſſions > What is there in our frame {ſo 
ſtubborn and inſequacious that he cannot 
rectifie and redre(s, who at firſt created all 
things , and brought into Being all the 
Beaury and Harmony of Heaven and 
Earth > He will never leave us deſtitute 
and forlorn , but will rake hold of my 
[» 
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fitneſs and capacity till he have perfected 
in us the Divine life and brought us unto 
Glory. 

But becauſe Examples are more preva- 
lent with mankind then Preceprs and In- 
ſtruſions z that God might not leave any 
thing undone which would in any kind 
conduce to our Intereſt, he hath recom- 
mended to us the Example of his Bleſſed 
Son, as the faireſt copy. of Holineſs , Ju- 
ſtice , Compaſſion and Self-reſignation , 
that ever was yet diſcovercd to the World. 
For ſhould we compare him with the 
greateſt lights that ever ſhone upon the 
Gentile partsof the Earth, they would ap- 
pear as foils and ſhadows to ſer off his 
glorious luſtre and Divine ſplendor , as 
hath alrcady been made good by a Reve- 
rend and profoundly Learned Perſon, 
There ts none can hold any equality wit" 
the Lord Chriſt ; not Moſes himſelf, the 
Divine Lawgiver of the Fews, who indeed 
was faithful in all his houſe, as a Servant, 
fer a teſtimony of thoſe things which were 
to be ſpoken after : But Chriſt © 4 Son 
over his own houſe , being the Heir of all 
things, and therefore is counted worthy of 
more glory than Moſes, And though we 
read, that Zoſes was meek, above all that 
dwelt npon thg Earth; yet when he was to 

\ ferch 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation, 

fetch water out of che Rock for the mur- 
muring 1ſraelites , his ſpirit was fo farr 
provoked , that he ſpake unadviſely with 
his lips ; and after forry years troubles and 
vexartions in the Wilderneſs, he broughe 
not his people into the land of Canaen, om 
dved after he had raken a proſpeRof the 
Premiſed Inheritance, which he muſt nor 
go 10 poſſeſs, Bur on the contrary, the Lord 
Chriſt whoſe lips were full of Grace and 
Truth, and in whoſe mourh never was any 
guile found ; not only promiſed a ſpiritual 
Canaan, a Land of immortal peace and 
reſt, bur went alſo himſelf and rook poſ- 
ſeſſion of ir, and fignified the ſame to the 
world by ſending down his holy Spirit 
upon his Church, All the time rhar he 
dwelt upon Earth and converſed with 
Men, he wasfull of the' Spirit of Love, 
Tenderheartedneſs and Compaſſion , per- 
petually going abour doing good , bind- 
ing up the broken-hearred, gathering the 
Lambs in his arm, and carrying them in 
his boſom, and gently leading thofe that 
are with young, healing all their infirmi- 
tics, curing their diſcaſes, and caling them 
of their painful ſorrows, He that was 
purer then the Sun, and whiter then rhe 
Robes of Angels, yer was content to veil 
his Glory, and put on the dark and courſe 
mantle 
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mantle of our fleſh and blood , that he 
might teach us humility and ſubmiſkon to 
the will of God. He whoſe the Earth was, 
and the fulneſs thereof, would not be born + 
in a Princes Court among the Sons of No- 
bles 3 bur in a Stable, at a {mall Town , 
and among the meaneſt of his Creatures, 
that he might abate our Pride and Gran- 
deur in oftentation of our ſelves to the 
World. His life, though a perpetual Tra- 

edy, encompaſſed with hardſhips and af- 
Hflictions, and drawn out into many Scenes 
of trouble and ſorrow ; yet was alwayes 
holy and harmleſs,;-and never ſtained with 
the leaſt ſin ar nnwarrantable ation, His 
Soul-was a pure and ſpotleſs Temple, eter- 
nally conſecrated to the Divinity reſiding 
in him: His Heart the holy Altar upon 
which no unchaſt flames ever burnt , bur 
the. fire of Zeal and Love which was 
kindled from Heaven, and dayly ſent up 
clouds of Incenſe. as a ſweet ſmelling ſa- 
vour thither again: His Meekneſs and 
Patience were no leſs conſpicuous, than 
thoſe other radiant vertues which rendred 
him acceptable to God and Man ; for be- 
ing revilcd, he reviled not again; when be 
ſuffered, he threatned not; but committed 
his cauſe to him that judgeth righteouſly , 
and thereby he became glorious 1n the eyes 
O 
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of God, who recompenced his Indignities, 
by giving him 4 Name above every Name. 
It we look at his outward condition, he be- 
came poor and needy for our ſakes, that 
we through his poverty might be made rich ; 
for though we read that Judas bare the bag, 
\ yet his holy Lordand Maſter was forced , 
by the expence of a Miracle,to pay his Tri- 
bute peny to the Roman Governor; + The 
Foxes had holes, and the Birds of the -air 
neſts, but the Son of Man had oft no where 
to lay his Sacred Head, but on a pillow of 
graſs, and his covering was the bright and 
{pangied Canopy of Heaven; and yer we 
never find him murmuring or diſobliging 
Heavens Care and Providence by a repi- 
ning ſpirit : thereby teaching us, that our 
happineſs lies not in the abundance. of 
earthly Goods, but in the Godlike remper 
and frame of our minds, and that havin 

food and rayment we ought therewith 0 & 
content. When he was entring into the 
ſhadow of Death, and beginning his bitr- 
ter Paſſion, with what manly courage did 
he behave himſelf and, How illuſtrious did 
he appear in a patient and magnanimous 
ſuffering all thoſe Ignominies and Diſgra- 
ces thar were put upon him , beholding 
through the cloud of ſhame and reproach, 


the good effeRts of the travel of his ſoul ; 
an 
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and confidently believing, that though he 
fate in Darkneſs for a while, yer his Light 
ſhould: break forth from obſcurity more 
glorious then the Sun when he rejoyces as 
a ſtrong man io run his race, And when 
his Humanity began to fink, and that 
which 'was Natural in him cryed for caſe 


and relicf from rhe heavy preſſures of that | 


doletul Agony , ſo that he defired if it were 
Poſſible ' that that cup might paſs from him; 
yet through the life and vigour of the Di- 
vine Spirit by which he was aRed, he re- 
ſigns over his whole will and defires to the 
wiſe diſpoſal and pleafure of his Heaven- 
ly Father, Not my will, but thy will be dont: 
Hereby giving 15 a Sacred Method and 
Rule whereby to demean our {clves, when 
the Divine Providence brings us into Ca- 
lJamities and Aﬀi&ionsz namely, to imi- 
rate the Holy Jeſus and follow his ſteps, 
Let us now accompany him to his painful 
bed of ſorrows the Croſs, where his friends 
forſake him and ſtand aloof of , and his 
enernics compaſs him round , where his 
holy cars that uſed tohear the melodious 
accents of Angels, are grated with the 
prophane obloquies of diſobedient ſinners; 
and his eyes which beheld the glories of 
Heaven, andthe beauty and luſtre of Di- 
* vinity, are now forced to ſee rhe inſtru- 
ments 
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ments of his miſery and ſorrow 3 yet when. 
his Crucifiers meant him the moſt evil, he 
breaths forth from a heart which never 
knew what it was to hate , this paſſionate 
Prayer for them, Father forgive them, for 
they know not what they do, This allo was 
written for our inſtruction, that we might 
love our enemies, bleſs thoſe that hate us, 
aud pray for them who deſpightfully uſe us, 
and perſecute us ; andby o doing, become 
the children of our Father which s in hea- 
ven, who maketh his Sun to riſe on the evil 
and on the good, and ſendeth rain on the juſt 
and on the unjuſt. 

Bur all this would yet have proved weak 
and ineffeQtual for the promoting the Di- 
vine life in the World, if Chriſt had not 
viſibly aſcended into heaven, and given us 
a ſenſible afſurance of a bleſſed (tate in the 
immortal Regions above , that he will take 
up Humane Nature after.due purifications 
and refinements into a participation of 
that tranſcendent felicity he is fully poſſeſ- 
ſed of. For if men had been left in ſuſpence 
arid uncertainties, it would caſt a faral 
damp upon their attempts and endeavours 
after righteouſneſs 3 but being fully con- 
vinced as well of the Exiſtence, as that God 
will rake care of their ſouls when they de- 
part this obſcure and evanid life, and re- 
M com- 
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compence their labour and trouble here 
with ſuch 'great degrees of Happineſs as 
ſhall farr ſurpaſs the higheſt calamity they 
can ſuffer in this World, it cannot bat in- 
ſpirit cheir minds with life and reſolution 
to break through all difficulties and dif- 
couragements , and with a manly valour 
fightthe good fight of Faith,and never give 
over till caey lay hold on Immortality, and 
God Crown them as Victorious Conque- 
rors with wreaths of immarceſcible Glory. 
Tt is but a groundleſs fancy in ſome to 
think, that the intuition ofthe reward pro- 
poſed to us, in order to our further pro- 
oreſs in Holineſs and Virtue, is ating up- 
on Mecrceaary principles, ſince that Chrilt 
himſclf in his greateſt Agonies and can; 
flids ſupported the weakneſs of bis Nature 
with the con{ideration of the reward he 
ſhould receive as the compenſation of his 


humiliation and ſorrows ; for ſo we read, 


That he endured th: Croſs, and deſpiſed tht 
Jhame, &17 T7 eaxikenlns tara YEN » for the 


joy that mas ſetb;fore him, Beſides, they 


underſtand not the nature of the Reward 


promiſed to us in the Goſpel 3 tor Gloty, 
Bleflednefſs, and Felicity are not Other 
things from Picty and Holineſs , but che 
conſummation and peric&ion of that Dr 
vine Nature, whoſe efformation is begun 

ia 
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in this life, Grace and Holineſs is but Hap- 
pineſs wrapped up and cloſed, and Glory 
15 nothing but Holineſs explicated and un- 
folded to it's due latitude and dimenſions, 
Picty is Heaven masked with a cloud of 
fleſh, and begirt with ſorrow ; and Hea- 
ven is Virtue ſhining in it's native bright= 


neſs, and clothed with a Celeſtial ſplen- 


dour. And that Ethereal and Paradifiacal 


body, with which all believers ſhall be ar- 
rayed through the gracious bounty of the 
Lord Jeſus ar the RefſurreRion ofthe Juſt, 
is the neceſſary appendage of our felicity, 
and by it's cafie and obſequious motions 
will raiſe in the exalted powers of the ſoul, 
the higheſt ſenſe of love and joy; and de- 
lightful enraviſhments of ſpirir, He then 
that loves Virtue for it's appendant reward, 
does in effect love jt for it ſelf, and is no 
whit behind him that is attracted by the 
naked pleaſure reſulting from ir,and thinks 
it cligible amidſt the hoarſe bellowings of 
Phalaris his Bull, becauſe the Reward hath 
a very great affinity and cognation with 
Virtue, and is no otherwiſe attainable then 
by a full and perfe& exerciſe of ir, This 
great happineſs therefore accruing to the 
ſoul of Man when refined and purified 
from the Cregs of Earth and Mortality, 
is very rationally ſet forth in the Goſpel 
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to invigorate the minds of men, and raiſe 
them to the free exertions of the Divine 
life, and to animate their dying reſoluti- 
ons when they walk througha troubleſome 
wilderneſs, and are called to reſiſt even 
unto blood, And if it were not for the ex- 
peRation of future Bleſſednels, all Religi- 
on would fall to the ground , ( the inward 
ſenſe and feeling of the ſoul being fo much 


| 


weakned and debilicated by her continual 


imbibition and attraion of the dregs ofthe 
Earthly and mortal Nature, whereby ſhe is 
become ffuggith and inaftive, oprediox y 
6,oleZ3on 79) owuan,her paſlions and apprehen- 
lions being in a manner wholly corporeal) 
and Truth and Virtue be but idle names 
or dreams of a ſhadow, exiſting only 
in the tongues and fancies of Men , but 
never deſcending into” the depth of the 
ſoul, and impregnating it with cheirliving 
Image, | 
Theſe are the grand Inſtruments which 
the Spirit of God makes uſe of in the Co- 
ſpel, to induce and perſwade the World 
to act under the Government of the Di- 
vine life z which if skiltully applyed and 
managed, will undoubtedly complear and 
perte&t that bleſſed work which Provi- 
dence intended them for, For we cannot 
think that Heaven would alarm the wan 
wit 
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with a falſe report, or raiſe the expeQa- 
tions of Men by a great ſound and noiſe of 
ſomerhing extraordinary, when in the con- 
cluſion it amounts bur to ſome inconſide- 
rable and trifling deſign. The Eternal Son 
of God, who was that Wiſdom which is the 
delight of Heaven, and rejoyced in the ha- 
bitable parts of the Earth, brought down 
with him from the ſeat of Majeſty, that 
Sacred and recondir method of recovering 
lapſed mankind, which was carryed in the 
pregnant womb of Goodneſs from the 
dayes of Eternity, and he became our Re- 
deemer, and pervades the very Centre of 
our Being, and ſhapes and frams his Image 
of Wiſdome and Rightcouſnes there , 
ſtrengthning our .decayes, and ſupporting 
our weakneſs, and conſuming and expel-- 
ling all our droſs and corruption by a 
ſubrle and powerful Encrgy , which in 
Scripture phraſe is, to be Baptized with 
the Holy Ghoſt, and with Fire, We are” 
fallen into a narrow and contraReed ſtate, 
and thoſe Divine forms in our union and 
fruition of which conſiſted our bleſſed- 
neſs, are quite defaced by our fond long- 
ing after, and adheſion to, corporeal fea» 
* tures : Now God manifeſting himſelf in 
our fleſh, renews and perfe&s thoſe glo- 
rious Images again , and'ſtamps his im- 
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preſs upon us 3 and , 25 the great conci- 
liating Principle of the corporeal World, 
figures and {hapes out of prepared mat- 
ter the body of a plantz ſo the Holy 
Spirit frames. and ſhapes out the Di- 
vine Nature in the lapſed World of Man- | 
kind. 

But this -great purpoſe of the Goſpel, 
this great delign and plot which God hath 
laid to reduce Mankind to that bleſſed | 
ſtate from whence they fell , is wholly 
fruſtrated and evacuated by the Dodrine 
of Irreſpective Decrees, And that I may 
not charge it with what it ſtands not guilty 
of, I ſhall make ir good by theſe two lIn- 
ſtances : | 

I, It renders ineffcual the purpoſeof | 
God in'the Goſpel, by lulling Mea aſleep | 
inthe lap of Security and Preſumprtion of | 
their good eſtate, upon the groundlels | 
fancy of their Abſolute Ele&ion from all | 
Erernity, For Men being once initiated and | 
inftruced in the Myſterie of this -pro- | 
found Doctrine, will with much anxiety 
and vchemency of mind, contend for the 
truth of that which they ſo paſſionately 
delire to be fo, and having withal fo 
amorouſly courted and eſpoutcd their luſts 
and unruly paſsions, and yer being terri- 
ficd and affrighred wich the laſhes of their 

own 
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own Conſciences,they will with great ca(i- 
neſs and zeal rake ſanQuary in fo plealing 
an opinion which both gives them a fair 
countenance toenjoy and reap the pleaſure 
of their ſenſual paſſions, and ſecures them 
from thoſe domeſtick furies which perpe- 
tually hurried and tormented them , and 
over and above ſooths them vp with a 
confidence of eternal bliſs and felicity, 
And he that can attain to this Plerophory or 
full perſwafton of his Ele&ion from before 
the foundation of the World, hath the 
White Stone given to him ( though he be 
ſo farr from eating of the hidden Manna , 
that he feeds upon nothing but husks and 
vanities ) and his name is enrolled among 
the Stars, and he is #* avs , our of the 
reach of danger, and if he fall, he ſhall not 
be utterly cat down, for God will raiſe him 
#p : The gares of hell ſhall never pluck 
him our of Gods hands, nor ſeparate him 
from his eternal Love 3 for having loved 
hi own, he loweth them unto the end. The 
thickeſt clond of fin and darkneſs ariſing 
from his polluted and rotten heart, though 
it may fuſpend for a while, yet can never 
rotally diveſt him of Gods paternil Love 
and favour, becauſe he is one of Chriſt's 
Sheep,of his little flock, and he E»ows him, 
and is confident he is known of him : and 
M 4 chough 
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though he have lived jn vice, and rolled in 
the dirt and mire of the Earth till the ut- 
moſt Period of his life ; yer the. holy Spirit | 
will infallibly and irrefiſtibly ar the very 
Exit of his ſoul, change and renew it, and 
caſt the robes of Chriſt's ſpotleſs Righte- 
ouſneſs upon ir, andrhen *tis impoſſible the 
man ſhould miſs of heaven. 

And is this a DoQtrine, adapted to the 
carrying on the delign God intended in 
the Goſpel, namely, the ReduQion of the 
world ro a conformity to the Divine will, 
to forſake and abandon all their ſinful and 
falle waycs, and to live in a univerſal 
ſubmiſſion and reſignation to his holy Laws 
and Commands> Whar proof or evidence 
doth it bring that it aims ar any ſuch thing? | 
Is it in that it declares to a man that Faith 
and Repentance and every good motion 
of the ſoul is the irreſiſtible work of God, 
and that 'tis no more in his Power. to con- 
fer any thing to his being a good Chri- 
ſtian, a juſt and Righteous perſon, than to 
add one cubit to lis bodily ftature : bur if 
he be not as yet regenerated, he muſt ſtay 
and wait till chat good time come, wherein 
the Spirir of the Lord ſhall enter into him, / 
and make him a New Creature , for the 
wind bloweth where it liſketh? Or is it 1n 
that it affirms , That Chriſt dyed o mM 
E- x ects 
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Ele&, and (though the value of his Sati(- 
faQion were infinite, and ſufficient to re- 
deem the whole World ) for them only, 
and that his death hath ſatisfied for all their 
fins, and that now God impures the Righ- 
reouſneſs of the Lord Chriſt to them ,- and 


upon his account they are eſteemed as 


righteous as if in their own Perſons they 


had fulfilled the whole Evangelical Law, 
though in the mean time their hearts are 
very corrupt and unſound > Are theſe the 
Demonſtrations by which this Do&rine of 
Irreſpettive Decrees manifeſts it ſelf to 
come from God? If it bear the Superſcripti- 
on and Image of God upon it, it is then as 
he himſelf is, Light, and there is no Dark- 
neſs, no mixture of impurity and humane 
imagination in it 3 for God cannot patro- 
nize any thing but what is holy as he 1s 
boly, and pure as he is pure. Bur if we 
conſider well, ſuch Poſitions will appear 
very obſcure and frightful, horrid and ama- 
zing, ſavouring of the Prince of Datkneſs 
by whom -they were breathed into «the 
minds and ſpirits of unſanRified Perſons, 
and by them communicated to the World 
as the Arcana of Chriſtianity, but tending 
in reality to the everſion of it , and the 
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Kingdom, For when Men ſhall hear, that 


upon. 
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upon ſuch and ſuch Pulpit-figns which 
their Impertinent Preachers deliver to 
them, they may gather their Ele&ion from 
all Ecernity , and that maugre all the Op. 
poſitions of Men and Devils, they ſhall 
never fall quite away by a final Impeni- 
tence, but aſſuredly recovered by an un- 
controllable and peremrory power : when 
they ſhall be told likewiſe, That Gods calls 
are at certain times and ſeaſons, and thar till 
they perceive themſelves forcibly inacted 
and carryed away by the impulſe of the 
Divine $pirir , all their previous atons 
are to no purpoſe 3; Will not theſe things 
cauſe them to fit down in lazineſs and take 
their eaſe, without troubling themſelves 
with the renovation of their minds, fith 
that God will take care for that, and ſoak 
themſelves in terreſtri2] joyes and plea- 
ſures, till the dead-awakening trump 
( which when it will be they know not ) 
call chem from the Grave of {tn and death, 
as Chriſt did ZLazarws, and bid them come 
forth > Will notthe impuration of Chriſts 
Righteouſneſs, and the mantle of his Sa- 
tisfaction, damp the erideavours of men 
after real and inward Righteouſneſs and 
inherent Holineſs, by which they atrain to 
a participation of the Divine Nature , 
ſince they can have anothers at ſo cheap a 

rate 
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rate, which will likewiſe be as beneficial 
and ſtand them in as much ſtead as itthey 
had of their own > Men are prone to pal- 
liare their fin, and take hold of any pretence 
ro ſtop the mouth of their accuſing con- 
ſciences, and need no ſuch artifices to lead 
them into thoſe paths that go down to Hell, 
and the comfortleſs chambers of death, 
Their evil Natures and the examples of 
others, and temptations of Satan are ſuffici- 
ent to draw them into Vice and Irreligion, 
that none need diſſeminate ſuch doarins as 
ſhall invite them ro immorality and iniqui- 
ty from the Authority and Countenance 
of Gods word. Bur it is ſuppoſed that 
every Chriſtian M1/tagogus, who acknow- 
ledges himſelf to have a Maſter in heaven, 
to whom he muſt give an account for the 
ſouls commirted to his charge { if nor for 
theirs, yet for his own felicities ſake ) will 
have ſo much prudence and circumſ{peRi- 
on, as nor to buildon the foundation of the 
Goſpel, Wood, Hay, or ſtubble, any ſuch 
Dodtrins as will not abide the reſt of 
Reaſon, bur prove both to God, and Mens 
ſouls very miſchievous and injurious 3 for 
though he does ir ignorantly, his work ſhall 
be burnt, but he himſelf ſhall be ſaved in s: 
hz Tves., yet ſo as by fires that is, with ex- 
treme difficulty, as he that hardly eſcapeth 
out of the fire, 2, The 
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2. The ſecond Inſtance whetein, the 
Dodrin of Irreſpeive Decrees inverts and 
deſtroyes the end and purpoſe of God in the 
Goſpel is,by leading Men into deſperation, 
I do not mean, that they ſhould deſpair of 
mercy fo long as they continue in their fins 
(for this every Criminal ought to do thar 
he may be induced to come out of them 
the ſooner ) bur by Deſperation here, 1 
mean, a disbelicf of Gods will or power 
to ſave them, whereby they go on care- 
leſly and reſolutely in a courſe of Rebelli- . 
on and Iniquity. For being per{waded on 
the one hand, that the number of the Ele& 
is but ſmall in compariſon of Reprobartes, 
and that both the one and the orher are 
particularly deſigned and marked our by 
name, (for the Lord knews who are his) and 
that all the labours of men after the King- 
dom of Heaven will prove unſucceſsful and 
abortive, till God by a high and mighty 
hand come upon them, and powerfully con- 
vince them of the evil of their wayes, and 
aſtoni(h them with the weight and mulri- 
rude of their (ins, laying thefn low and 
bringing them down ( as they phraſe it ) 
to the gates of Hell, and (ſhewing them 
the worm that never dies, and the fire 
which never ſhall be quenched, and then 
Making bare his arme and demonſtrating 
his 
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his Power by lifting them up from thence 
into the warm Sun-ſhine of his favour , 
where they ſhall remain as ſecure of Hea- 
ven as if they were there already, till God 
pleaſe by death to tranſlate them unto 
glory : And being taught on the other hand 
that whoever finds not this mighty work of 
Grace within him, and feels nor this great 
change wrought in his ſpirit, it is a certain 
ſign he isin the ſtate of Reprobation, and 
one of thoſe who were of old ordained to 
condemnation : Men, I ſay, being thus in- 
ſtructed and miſguided by Pragmatick 
zeal, that ſers up ir ſelf in the place of Rea- 
ſon, and not knowing that ever they had 
any ſenſe or perception of thoſe foremen- 
tioned effects being wrought in them, pre- 
ſently conclude, that there is nothing to be 
expected for them but a ſure and inevita- 
ble Damnation. They never heard the 
ſound of that breath of heaven which 
quickens dry bones, and makesthem; ſtand 
up and livez nor ever were acquainted 
wich thoſe impetuous agitations and con- 
vulſions of ſpiriz, whereby the New-birth 
is formed in them : they never took no- 
tice of any ſuch audible Yoice bebind them, 
ſaying unto them, this & the way, walk is 
#t : Nor ever felt any ſuch black tempeſt 
of horror and trembling ſeazing on them, 
which 
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which preſently ( the cloud being blown 
over) was turned into a ſerene gale of 
quierneſs and peace, Now it being thus 
with/ them , what other concluſion can 
they draw from ſuch Premiſes, but that 
they are the objects of Gods hatred , and 
are utterly excluded from all hope of hap- 
pynefs by a Decree unalterable as the 
Laws of the Medes and Perfrans ? For 
God hathidetermined ( ſay the Reprobati- 
oniſts ) and purpoled in himſelf ( and he 
is not'as'Man rhat he ſhould lye, or the 
ſon of Man that he ſhould repent ) that 
he will: ſhew mercy to none but thoſe few 
whony he hath pre-ordained to Salvation 
for the" illuſtration of the Glory of his 
free Grace, What ſhall I now comfort 
thoſe: deſpairing- and diſconſolate- ſouls 
withal?' -Should' I tell them, that God 
hates-nothing that he hath made, that he 
is the Father of Spirits, and no Parent 
will-tare out the tender bowels of his own 
dear off-ſpring ; they will preſently reply, 
that though the number of ſouls be as the 
ſand of the Sea , a remnant only ſhall be 
ſaved; a' little flock, a tenth, as the 
ſhakins of an Olive tree, two or three ber- 

ries on the top of the uppermoſt bough, four or 
five is the outmoſt fruiiful branthbes ;, and 

though ir be true, that God is the _ 
® 
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of Spirits ; yethe is likewiſe the Supreme 
Lord of his Creation, and May he not do 
what he will with his own ? hath nos the 
potter power over the clay ? and therefore 
they are certainly veſſels of diſhonour , 
and includcd in that great multirude which 
ſhall inheric birterne(s and ſorrow, Should 
I declare to them, that God is merciful , 
and will have all men to be ſaved, and 
come to the, knowlede of the iruth, and 
to this end hath ſent down the :Lord 
Chriſt from heaven to declare to mankind, 
that he is reconciled unto them, and thinks 
thoughts of Love and Goodneſs towards 
them, and that if they will repent and turn 
to him, he will blot out their tranſgreſſions 
and remember their {ins no more ; rhar 
Jeſus Chriſt is become an Alſufficiene 
ſacrifice for the ſins of the whole World, 
and hath taken away that anger and di- 
(pleaſure that was conceived againſt the 
Sons of Men, having taſted Death for every 
Man, and that now he invites all in_the 
moſt condeſcending terms to come unto 
lim, and hath promiſed that Whoſoever 
comes nnto him , he will in no wiſe caſt 
ow: And what return now ſha!l I have 
to theſe perſwaſions 2 | they will tell me 
that it's true, God is merciful, and would 
have AU, that is, ſome of all ſorts and 
CON- 
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conditions of men to be Saved, and to this 
end Chriſt came down from heaven, and 
was made man, that he might gather to» 
gether the World of his Ele&, and taſted 
Death for every one of them , and theſe 
he invites, and theſe ſhall come to him, 
but none elſe, for 10 man can come unto 
Chriſt, except the Father draw him x and 
we have no evidence , of but plauſible 
grounds, to think, that he cither hath or 
will draw any of us : his Sheep only know 
his voice and follow him : bur we have no 
proof whereby we can colle& our ſelves to 
be of his fold. Wherefore all our argu- 
ments are fruitleſs and vain, and you can 
give us no ſolid and ſubſtantial comfort 
ro uphold our weak and dying hopes 
that we are not in a ſtate of Reproba- 
tion, 

I michr here, before I leave this Ar- 
gument, demand of the {tour Champions 
ard Promoters of this rigid Doarine of 
Abſolute Reprobation, What they think of 
thoſe general calls and invitations of all 
lapſed Mankind in the Goſpel > and, 
How they will make them conſiſtent with 
that ſower Dogma ? for, to what end or 
purpoſe were theſe -and ſuch like ex- 


Mar. xi. preſſions inſerted > Come unto me all yt 


28. 


that are weary and heaven laden , and L 
wr 
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will cive you reſt, If any man thirſt , let Joh. vii. 
him come anto me and arink, Hoevery 37. 

one that thi:fteth ; ©: me ye 10 the waters, Ilai. Iv: 
and he that h\chno money, Come ye Os 
Behold I ſtand at the door and knock : if Rev. iii. 
any may bear my voice and open the door, I 59 

will come in to him, and will ſup with him, 

ana he with me. Wiſdom cryeth without , Dov, i; 
ſhe wttereth her woice in the ſtreets : How 

long ye ſimple ones Tarn ye at my 

reproof ———— The Spirit and the Bride Reyel. 
ſay, Come , and let him that heareh ſay, xxii. 17 
Come, and let him that is athirſt come ;, and 
whoſecuer will, let him take the water of life 

freely. Why doth Chriſt invite Repro- 

bates to come to him, when he denics chem 

his gracious Aſſiſtance, and intends they 

ſhall not come? For that they are included 

here, I think none can queſtion that atrends 

how general the terms are, and it the ba- 

lance be caſt on either fide, the advantage 

will accrue to Reprobates; for Chriſt 

came not to call the Righteows ( thoſe who 
preſume themſelves to be Eleted) but Sin- 

zers ( ſuch as the World judges Calſt- 
awaycs) ts repentazxce : and befides, the 
Text plainly implyes the ſamez for -wbo 

are more weary and heavy laden, than 

thoſe who are dayly burdened and know 

not where to reſt > VVho are more thirſty 

N chat 
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than thoſe who are ſcorcht with perpetual 
hears, and travel in unknown deſerts and 
ſolitudes, panting, and gaſping, and lifting 
up their dying eyesto Heaven, and yet can- 
not obtain ſc much as one drop of cooling 
dew toallay the flames and ardors of their 
parched ſouls > And if it be certain (as it 
cannot be denyed) that all men whatever 
are interefled and concetn'd in theſe paſh- 
onate invitations, it is likewiſe clear as the 
Noon-day Sun, that all may come and re- 
ccive the benefit defigned in them. If ir 
be otherwiſe, can it conſiſt with the Good- 
neſs, Juſtice, and Veracity of Almighty 
God thus to rantalize and deceive his help- 
leſs Creatures in things of ſo great weighe 
and moment ? 

Wherefore to avoid the Cint and ſtroke 
of thi» Dilemma, the Reprobationiſts haie 
ſtill areſcrve, a zprcevyrloy , tO Creep Out 
ar, and it is this, That the Goſpel is offe- 
red to Reprobartes to leave them inexcuſa- 
ble. Bur they are deceived if they ima- 
ginethis will ſcrve their turn , and ſtand 
when afſailed by the ſhocks of ſeverer Rea- 
ſon. I muſt confeſs it is a very imperti- 
nent piece of work to go about to con- 
ture cvery petty Nicety and Evaſion, which 
ſcanr and (traitned ſpirits invent to parch 
up their ruined and decayed opinions 3 yer 
becaule 
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becauſe it comes in my way , I ſhall rake 
the pains to examine it, that Men may ex- 
rricate themſelyes from prejudice and cr- 
ror, and ſee where their unwary-creduliry 
and innocent '{1mplicity hath been betray- 
ed into the Sacrilegious bands, of -untaith- 
ful perſons, whohaye (as much as in them 
lies) hindred the Progreſs of the Goſpel, 
ſtifled rhe life of God, and bedwarted Men 
in their. ſpiritual growth and ſtature, by 
making chem ſtand at a ſtay , or; rather go 
backward in Chriſtianity , through their 
adminiſtring to them ſuch vicious and un- 
wholelome-nutrtment. But to reply to this 
frivolous Anſwer z Lay then, the Goſpel 
which is confefledly offered to Reprobares, 
cannot be {aid to. leave them inexculable , 
and thar upon theſe accounts. 

1. That Reprobates may be left inexcu; 
ſable for not embracing the Goſpel , *ris 
neceſſary. that God ſhould pur them into 
a_ capacity of yielding and condeſcending 
tothaſe.terms and. propoſals he ſhall make 
to them, But. God: hach not dealr rhus 
with. the greateſt part 'of the World (ac- 
cording to the DgErine of Abſoluce Re- 
probation) and therefore is fo farr from 
taking from them all excuſe, that he hath 
left ſufficient arguments, whereby accord- 
ing to the firicteſt rules cf ' Reaſon and 
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Equity they may plead an exemption from 
puniſhment, though they do not perform 
chat which he commands them. For can 
it enter into-the heart of any good and ra- 
tional! Man to think that God does nor only 
command and exatt ſuch things of his 
Crea-ures which he never endued them 
with power to do, bur alſo puniſhes them 
for nor per{orming of them, when 'yer by 
his ſecret will he determined they (ſhould 
diſobey him > It was onceſaidof the proud 
Phariſees, that they reſedFed rhe connſel of 
God againſt themſelves, and all impenitent 
ſinners do the ſame : but Mr. Calvin will 
have their 1cfuſal of the Goſpel to pro- 
ceed primarily from the unſearchable De- 
cree of God , who firſt determined their 
DeſtruRion , and then to accompliſh this, 
deligned their contempt of the means of 


1, their Salvation. His words are theſe, 2ued 
: 4. Teituy ſobi patifafto Dei werbo non ebren pe- 


rant Reprobi, probe id in malitiam pravi- 
1emque cordus eorum rejicietur, ro40 ſimul 
adjiciatny , idro in hanc pravitatem ad- 
dittos quia juſto , ſed inſcrutabili Dei j#- 
dicto ſuſcitati ſunt, ad gloriam ejus ſua 
damnatione illuſtrandam. Put moreover, 
ſhould God declare a Peace and Agree- 
ment with the Rebellious Sons of Adam, 


and not only offcr to the World a Ton 
0 
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of Grace and Salvation (as 'tis granted he 
doth to multitudes who dic in impenitency, 
and never embrace thoſe bleſſed terms of 
life)burt preſs upon them with the ſtrongeſt 
motives and incentives of Love and Tendcr- 
hearrednels that infinize Wiſdom can con- 
trive in order to their felicity, having de- 
prived them (though juſtly) of that power 
whereby they might have rendred them- 
ſelves capable of Heaven, by accepting 
thoſe gracious overtures of Peace, if it had 
not been taken from them, and ſhould con- 
ferr none other upon them in the ſtead, 
This would be ſuch a ſtrange Oeconomy 
and diſpenſation rowards objects of mile- 
ry, aScan in no wiſe be deemed Henzerirc, 
worthy and becoming the Majeſty of hea- 
ven to intere(s it ſelf in. 1 cannot think 
that God will allow that in himſelf which 
he condemns in his Creatures: And if he 
judge ir an unprofitable 5nd ineffeQual 7m. -.. 
piece of Charity, and which in ir ſelf is:5, 16 
no better then a-mockery, ſuppoſing our 
ſelves able to do otherwiſe, to bid an in- 
digent Perſon be warmed and filled, and 
yer give him not wherewithal he' may be 
| fo; he will certainly eſteem ir below the 
Dignity of his everbleſſed Nature, to invite 
| the Sons of Men to be.happy , and\inherir 
the treaſures ofa never-fading Glory,when 
N 3 not- 
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notwithſtanding he never affords them the 
leaſt help or atfiltance in their attempts and 
offers towards it. 

2, The external application of the Go- 
{pel to Reprobares,cannot leave them with- 
our excuſe, unleſsir be rezeted, which in 
them cantiot be denominated a crime, be- 
caule 'tis inevitable and no more in their 
power to help, then to alter whatever De- 
cree God: will paſs upon them. Heaven 
had before irrevocably derermin'd, and fo 

tmplicated and entangled rhem m ſuch a 
train of canſes as ſhould neceſſarily make 
them rebel againſt and reſiſt rhe offers of 
the Goſpel; and therefore they did bur a& 
under the more forcible-impulſe of Gods 
will: Now thoſe aQtons'of Reprobares 
are ſo farr from deſerving the name of 
Crimes, 'that they rather merit the title of 
Obedience; foraſmuch as their wills are fa- 
rally determin'd by an-external Power in- 
ating them, and irre(WKibly exerting ſuch 
and ſuch motions. A Dodrine | long ago 
maintained by-the Stoicks', who aſcribed 
every thing tothe dil; penſarion of a ſure and 
inevitable Deſtiny : 


Fatis 'agimny + cedite fatts 
Ion follictte peſſuyt eur & 
Mutare tati ſtamina fuſs, 


ute 
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Pulcquid patimur mortale genus, 
Luicquid facimus, wenit ab alto, 
Omnia certo tramite vadunt, 
Primiijque dies dedit extermum. 


Senec, in Ocdip. 


Fates guide us, unto Fares yield we, 
Care cannot alrer their Decree, 
For what we ſuffer, what we do, 
Celeſtial Orbs proceeds from you. 
All go in a prefixed way, 

The firſt preſcriberh the laſt day. 


And forthis Reaſon Fools and Mad men 
are not found guilty, nor made obnoxious 
to puniſhment, either in foro externo, Or 
in foro conſcientie ( though they commir 
ſuch things as otherwiſe were puniſhable) 
becauſe their faculties are overacted by 
the inordinate motions and rude agitations 
ariling from the body , and the fouls in- 
ſtruments whereby ſhe ſpontaneouſly 
moves the corporeal Fabrick,being vitiated 
and rendred inepr, ſhe hath no power to 
countermand them, To this purpoſe Lu- 
cian brings in Soſtratus reaſoning - with 
Minos the Judge of Hell concerning 
the Juſtice and Equity of his proceedings 3 
m7 024 ms «ys mules xone7 av rut s \on;er4; 
SooBerss GOV i 1Aw9S acyoimlt, of Tires nu 
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T3 Naxornm ins dorezers d3aloig; 2 vg i infivo 
rinhiy £00 75 ab, 5s drm ar durar nv, Tis 2 
maT AVAY NC evocr]e rus * © that the op 
ternal oblation of the Goſpel to Repro- 
bates, is ſo far from rendring them + - 
ayirec, that (if we conſult thoſe taculties 
God hath given us to be the Judges of 
right and wrong , good and evill ) we 
ſhall find their 4pologie to be as reafo- 
nable, as if God (ſhould expoſtulate with 
them for not creating the World, or railing 
the dead. 

3. The Goſpel in propriety of ſpeech, 
cannat be faid ro be offcred at all ro Repro- 
bates without the greateſt Hypocrilte 
and Diſlimulation imaginable, much leſs 
that by ir they ſhould "be fairly rendred 
without excuſe. For by the Goſpel we un- 
derſtand rb znbs Habnln, the New Cove- 
2ant which God hath made with the world 
inthe Lord Chriſt, ro which borh God and 
Man have ſet their Seals; ; God hath pro- 
miſed for his parc, that he wi'l give a tree 
pardon and indulgence for all their ſins 
upon their true Rep -pentance, and will aſhiſt 
them in the performance of his Commands 
with his Divine Spirit and BenediCtion , 
and art la{t ypon their perſeverance in Ho- 
lineſs teſtow upon them Immortality and 
Life, And Man engages that he will faith- 
fully 


fully perform the conditions according to 
the urmoſt of his power and ability which 
on his part he is obliged ro z whichare ex- 
preſſed to be Faith and Repenrance ; a put- 
ting off the Old man, and putting on the 
New ; a being buryed with Chriſt in his 
Death, and riſing again with him to 
Newnelſs of life. And this Notion ſeems 
to be intimated by the Apoſtle, 2 Ti. it, 
19, The foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, 
having this ſeal, The Lord knoweth who 
are his. And let every one that nameth 
the name of Chriſt depart from iniquity. 
Where $w2&, which our tranſlation ren- 
ders [ foundation ] ſignifies here the Com- 
pat or Covenant of God, the «g-ims , ſta- 
bility or firmneſs whereof there enforced, 
aſſures us, char there is no ſalvation to be 
expected, bur according to the contetits of 
that Great Indenture once for all ſealed in 
the blood of Chriſt, of which, as that in- 
ceed 1s one part, which is inſcribed on one 
fide of the Seal [ the. Lord knoweth who 
are his | thatis, he will never fail to own 
thoſe who continue faithful to kim z ſo on 
the other fide is moſt Emphatical | let 
every man that nameth the name of Chriſt 
depart form iniquity ] which if he do nor, 
he hath forfeited all the priviledges of 
Chriſtianity, And it may further be obſer- 


ved 
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ved that the word 1012 which is ſometimes | 
rendred $wa2&, is alſo expreſſed by wr9inm, | 
Tſay 30.1, as a Learned Critick notes, 
This being then the Nature of the Goſpel, 
it cannot without deceit and fraud be of. 
fered ro Reprobates : for God cannot in 
his Word command them to believe in 
Chriſt as their Saviour and Redeemer, 
without injoyning them to believe a lie ; 
ror” can he exhorr them to Repentance 
wichont Hypocriſte, having by a perempro- 
ry Decree ſecluded them from a participa- 
tion of thoſe :-2i74-"-, free and gracious do- 
nations, whereby they ſhould be impowered 
to forſake their fins, and which he harh ob- 
liged himſe!f roexrend to al! the World on 
his partof the Covenant, If God therefore 
intended not ro own them for his, nor give 
them his Grace and affiſtance to conquer 
and ſubdue their rebellious Natures, they 
are not incladed within the terms of it ; 
And how can any man be convinced of 
Conturtacy, and fo left inexcuſable for re- 
jeting a Dodtrine not at all belonging to 
him > for conviction ſuppoſes a man to have 
done otherwiſe then he might'have done, 
'andtp have left undone ſomething which | 
was Tn his powet to perform, which cannot {| 
be aftirmed of Reprobares. - 

"To conclude this Argument, if this Do- 
Arine 
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arine of TrreſpetFive Reprobation may be 
admitted as true and genuine , the whole 
Miniſtery of che word 1s bur a more ſolemn 
kind of Pageantry and flattery, and Gods 
Ambaſſadors, by whom he beſceches man- 
kind to be reconciled unto him, treat with 
the greateſt part of themupon falſe grounds 
and beſide Gods will and intentions, bear- 
ing them in hand that God defires their 
welfare and happincls, 
till they have brought 
them tro the confines of 
Hell, where they ſhall feel thoſe acute 
pains to never-dying ages, which were their 
deſtin'd portion from before the founda- 
tion of the World, And now ler any ra- 
tional man judge, whether this Dodtine, 
as it is here repreſented all along ( and” tis 
no otherwiſe then may calily be proved out 
of the writings of rhe favourers of it) do 
not infinitely obſtru@ the progreſs of real 
and unfeigned Righteouſneſs in the World, 
and ſcatter a malignant influence upon 
mens practice in order to Holineſs and a 
good life, while ſome (as if they had been 
of Heavens counſel, and ſeen their Names 
enrolled above) cannor look upon them- 
{clves under any other poſition, bur chat of 
Gods peculiar and (cle&ed ones; and for 
that very reaſon belicve themſelves out on 
the 
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the reach of Apoſtacy and miſcarriage, 
than which there can be no greater allay to 
a diligent ſcarch after the true and living 
Nature of God: for while their endeavors 
after it cool like the air by intervening 
ſhowers, and they ſwallow every bait, and 
negle& to excite their powers and faculties 
by a timely care and induſtry, upon the 
ſtock of a {ecure confidence of heaven, the 
enemy forrages and ſpoils, and makes day- 
ly inrodes upon their hearts, and chey are 
upon the margins of deſtruction ere they 
are aware, Others dcſpairing of life, and 
believing every thing adverſe to their feli- 
city,have no heart to go forward,and either 
wear out their lives in a (ottiſh ſ(enſeleſs- 
neſs and (tupidity, or ſpend them in jollity, 
' and crown their heads with roſebuds and 
forger God, reſolving to make as good uſe 
of the preſent time as they can.. knowing 
that when this flecting and perithing life 
is ended, they ſhall be plunged into ever- 
laſting miſery, 
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A fiſt and laſt Argument , wherein is 
ſhewn that the Doftrine of Irreſpes 
ctive Reprobation takes away the 
liberty of Mans Will, and conſequent- 
ly leaves no place for reward of Pir- 
tue, or puniſhment of ice. 


Hart there is a free principle in Man, 

a 7 avrifiary, and » 49" njiv, 2 ſelf- 
moving power and life which is able to 
ſegregare Truth from Fall- 
hood, Good from Evil, and Pn > mom ſay the 
accordingly ele&t ag the ao; trardy war TS 
Arguments ſhall appear =Þgni09v. 


Job: . And the Greek Fathers 
more or leſs convictive , is OE. >-roibeaggr wh 


not only - the' Judgment of auirior, dudniginy, o'- 
Reaſon, bur the ſenſe of the «ever. 

moſt Orthodox Antiquity, 

whether Theology or Philoſophy 3 al- 
though the Truth 1s, in this diſeaſed and 
diltempered condition all men lie under, 

the manner of the Wills ele&ion ſhews, 

that it is in the greateſt meaſure inclina- 

ble to evil, as will appear further here- 

after, 
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after. And that I may not ſeem barely to 
aſlert what others ſo ſtrenuouſly oppugn, 
I ſhall alledge ſome plain and perſpicuous 
reſtimonies out of.che ancient Fathers and 
Philoſophers, who have manumitred the 
will of man, and left it free to chuſe Good 
or Evil}, though when it is determined to 
one,it may be drawn by weightier grounds 
and rcaſons to the cleQion of the contrary 
part 3-'and when the Arguments on either 
{ide are equally balanced, ir hangs in an 
equilibration and hbvers 'in ſuſpence till 
ſomething intervene, which repreſents one 
of them to be the more eligible, 

Tertull, adverſ, Marcion, 2, Tota ergo 
tibertgs arbitrii in utrimg; partem con- 
ceſſa eſt illi, ut ſui dominus conftanter 0c- 
curreret, & bono ſponte ſervando, & maly 
ſponte witando: qugpiam & alias peſitum 
hominem ſub judicio Det, oportebat juſtum 
illum efficere de arbitrii ſai merits, liberi 
ſcilicer. Ceterum nec boni nes mali merces 
jure penſaretar ei, qui aut 60nw aut malus 
neceſſitate fuiſſet inventus , non woluntate, 
Tn hoc & lex conſtituta eſt non excludens, 
ſed probans libertatem, de obſequio ſponte 
preſtando , wel tranſgreffione ſponte com- 
mitienda, ttain wirumque exitum libertas 
patult arbitrii. 


Again, 
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Again, Igitnr copſequens crat, uti Dems 
ſecederet a libertate ſemel conceſſa homini, 
deft, contineret in ſemetipſa & preſcien. 
tiam  prepotentiam ſuam , per quas in- 
rercefiſie potuiſſet , quominus homo male 
libertate ſua frui aggreſſus, in periculum La- 
beretur, Sienim imerceſſiſſet, reſcidiſſet ar- 
bitrit libertatem, quam ratione & bonitate 
permiſerat, 

Origen, Contra Cell, lib, 4. "Apt int eridys 
mn ixow, dvenss dv? » TW vor, Pre,» 

Tatianus : "Erxdtteiz © aermpionas Imus 6 wiv 
palaG ugins xohedln), IN du? Wogrus wines » 
65 Ira anon) x7 76 auvnzuomn, Ts Ots wi am 
eafas m6 [innun, 

Fuſtin Martyr in Apol. ad Senatum. 1. 
where he tells us, the Chriſtians reje- 
Red the Stoical Fate upon this ground 3 
NJlurrs 5 nasris nds 1 Quars watics ©) dgs? Senlixor 
4) 4 3ag 17 17 #17 wdfv avis, « Us 7” £7 & p49» 
TTEZ T4 T200% L Surawy x, 

And a little above, *AwV 3d? w#f clunzuiiny 
Tegner Tis dvIgwnres of, auoaiy Th 1aropiue, ide 
xm? Wu" egaiginy frggoy namaghtey i aug 
rep, 

Et in Apol, ad Imper. Antoninum ; 
6 "yay cues) nrdu mve djabdy 5), & Ty) $avac, 
v9 Favs wr din]ds, 3 axcein©®- weuTTe +. 

Auguſt. lib. 3. de libero Arbitrio. cap. 5. 
Motus quo huc ant illuc voluntas convertt- 
tar, 
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tar , niſs efſet voluntarins arque in noſtra 
poteſtate, neque laudindus eſſet homo cum ad 
ſuperiora , neque culpandus cum ad ir fert- 
ora detorguet quaſi quendam cardinem v0- 
luntatts. 

Et in Epiſt, 41, ad Valentin, Obcdienti- 
am noſtram requirits (Deus) que nulla p1- 
reſt eſſe ſine libero arbitris, 

And Calvin himſelf acknowledges that 
it was a tradition for many ages, Hoc me- 
ao a Dio movert woluntatem ut noſire fit 
electionis montons Dei obtemperare aut re- 
fragar. 

To theſe I ſhall add Hierorles, who 
is thought by many Learned Perſons to be 
a Chriſtian, in Comment. ſuper Carm, Py- 
thag, which he tells us were nor the 
Snwmpirbue of ſome One Pyrhagorean, but 
as Nv 77 ises ovnbys, Xx) ws av aur mov, oud- 
xofs ru]%s amipdryue xiv, So that in this one 
reſtimony we have the ſenſe of the whole 
Pythagorean School or wwawior z and it is this, 
8 yay 0m ws Os hiv Qyyomw agls Thy anilud 
ms arlanes &, aworla, mf dvflaigers mivat wav 
eauv73s5 EY K3AZTAp 3 n Ie cou bombs as TW 
" Dc;ou yp » Gxovmn ed ev 3 1 Tn Ti ov ja eu 
yorTas Tpeios grew , of Ina% anudilers Ei|anowls; 
Fas tydy i Ne walliorus agds agerls? odds amxiunar 
a1 Tis T3 4g" nulv eragins* 4 ydp ar ger mn? 
vo} & wiAiry x $$orn T198%X 1 nghay, 6 T8 O48 
1d\.8 
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ior fo owZerr hugs Ind aanins, x; fl e260] wiges 
miiiy wndio mp” 2 ovieaghtegrIa; am ins af 
5 dirs bf FS mMagy Tmorneias O87 Ny EyxAnua. | 
Bur for our better underſtanding the na- 
ture of Mans Free-will, and id what de- 
rees it is ſcarcd in him, we mult canlider 
all Mankind under a threetold Law or 
Diſpenſation ( which it duly. examined, 
will help us not only to the explication of 
many difficult cexts in Holy Scripture, bur 
to the ſolution and derermination of ma- 
ny Theological Controverſies ) created of 
by the Apoſtle in the ſeventh and eighth 
Chapters of his Epiſtle co the Romans, 

x. Firſt there is riu@& # auagnay u ni; wage, 
The law «f ſin which i in the members , 
Chap. vii. 23, and under this Law are 
comprehended all ſuch as the Apoltle, 
v.14, by a figment of his own perſon re- 
preſents, 1 am iarnal, ſold under ſin. 
For though the Apoſtle throughout this 
Chapter ſpeak in the fingular number, yet 
he underſtands not himſelf, nor expreſſes 
his particular ſtate 3 but by a fiftion tranſ- 
laes the buſineſs co himſelf, and by ic 
deſcribes the ſeveral ſtates and conditions 
of men in order to. God and Religion; 
which way of Locution he-makes uſe of 
in ſeveral ocher places, as 1 Cor. x- 29,30. 
Civ. 6, & vi, 12, & xiii, 2» Gal, it, 18. 
O For 
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For ſurely the Apoſtle, when he wrote this 


Epiſtle, was not ozpu%s, carnal, which in 
the mildeſt ſenſe isto be but in the dawning 
and infancy of Religion, and is oppoſed ro 
merua1xis, the ſpiritual man, who is ſtrong 
and well grown in Chriſtianity ; 1 Cor.iii.1, 
Ana I, Brethren conld not ſpeak unto you, 
ws mdudiitic, a" ws ozpturdis, ws ynmais = Yew, 
4 unto Spiritual, but as unto Carnal, even 
as unto babes in Chriſt, Nor can the other 
expreſhon | mreu& wi ww duylia, 
ſoid under fin } agree and ſuit with a 
_——_—_ Man,as we ſuppoſe the Apoſtle 
to be ; for, to be ſold ander ſin, is to be the 
Vaſlal and bondflave of fin, to be under 
it's command, and totally ſubject to it's li- 
centious diQates : A phraſe peculiarly at- 
tributed to Ahab, of whom 'tis ſaid, 
tr7e42n mio 73 mnreir, as the Septuagint , 
be ſold himſelf, or was ſold to work wicked- 
neſs, 1 King. xxi. 25. Now unleſs we will 
ſay, the Apoſtle was ſold under fin after 
this manner (as the Romans of old made 
their captives paſs ſub haſt4, as a token of 
their ſervility. and flavery ) we cannot 
imagine he ſpeaks this of himſelf, To this 
we may add, wv. 23. 1 ſee another law in 
my members warring againſt the law of ny 
mind, and captivating me to the law of 


fin —— All which expreſſions if my 


be underſtood of St. Par! when he wrote 
thac Epiſtle , the Character of a Regene- 
race Man muſt be this, viz, That he 15 one 
who is carnal , and fold under fin, omit- 
ting the Good which he would, and doing 
the Evil which he wouldnot , and through 
the Prevalency of that other law in his 
members which wars againſt the law of- 
his mind,he is at laſt overcome and brought” 
into captivity to the, law of fin : which is 
the very deſcription of an unregenerare 
and wicked perſon; for he that & born of 
Ged ſinneth not, neither can he ſt, becauſe 
he & bornof God; and he that 1s become 
the ſervant of God is made free from ſin , 
which is dircaly contrary to being ſold un- 
der ſin. Now thoſe who are in captivity to. 
this law of {in and vice have.very poor and 
exile remains of liberty in their foul, as is 
ſufficiently apparcnt,in that everypitiful vice 
enflaves crhem,andevery importunare luſktu- 
ſurpes.che Authority of Right Reaſon, and 
leads them to che commiſſion of the moſt 
ſhameful and vile ations imaginable, For 
ſurely if there were ſuch great degrees of 
liberty of will in this which is-the loweſt 
ſtare of Mans degeneracy, the habitationsof 
the earth would never look-ſo ſquallid and' 
uncomfortable, not juſtice and merey be 
out-balanc'd by cruelty. and opprefhon'p 
O 2 


y 
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filling every place with the calamirous ob- 
jects of pity and compaſſion. The World 
could never have been fo univerſally over- 
ſpread with a Deluge of fin and unrigh- 
reouſneſs as now it is, (For the arguments 
inciting to Vertue and Goodnels, being far 
more ponderous then any can be brought 
for the patronizing in and vice, the wills 
of Men would not fail to be inclined to 
them) but the fair and ſpotleſs image of 
Truth would take place in mens minds;and 
that Divine Wiſdom which deſcendeth 
from the Father of Lights, exert it ſelf in 
pure, peaceable, gentle, merciful and im- 
partial ations : Bur we finding all things 
g0 contrary, and Auteſiheſie the Grand 
principle of our deviation . from God fo 
miſchievouſly powerful, leading men to a 
life of (elt-feeking, and inamouring them 
with the-fading beauties of this inferior 
World,  makivg Intelle& and Reaſon 
drudge in unjuſt policy and ſubtlety for 
the promoting. ſelf-intereſt, and carrying 
on little and private deſigns for the trea- 
ſuring up Riches, though by the greateſt 
Extortion and Rapine, and conſuming and 
overrunning the poor and innocent-like 4 
{weeping Torrent that leaves nothing 
behind it-bur che miſerable rokens of ruine 
and defolation: This being the ftare of 
men 
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men (and farr worſe then I have here re- 
preſented ir ) under the brutiſh life and 
law of ſin, whar figns can they ſhew that 
they are arrived to any conſiderable mea- 
ſure of liberty > For it is not ſome one par- 
ticular luſt, but che whole unrighteous and 
Diabolical Nature which mingles and in- 
ſinuares it ſelf with the whole frame of the 
ſoul, and enthrals ir to it's imperious di- 
Rates. But yer there is ſome freedome lefr 
ſill, and men are nor deſtitute of a lighe 
though languid and glimmering to lead 
them to greater degrees of Vertue, if 
they would ſuffer themſelves to be guided 
by it: There is yer in every man in his 
greateſt Apoſtacy and lapſe hee the Di- 
vine life a Principle of Conſcience accu- 
fing and condemning him for the perpe- 
tration of evil 3 and . bo regret and ſhame 
a man finds in himſelf after the commiſhon 
of impiety, is a manifeſt evidence that he 
had Power to avoid it. | 
P72 Again, there 15S yiuos 75 voor, the Ia 
of the mind or conſcience, ver. 23. —- 4n0- 
ther law warring againſt the law of my 
mind. And this 15 the ſecond ſtate and con- 
dition of mankind. For as while they wete 
under the Law of fin, they were wholly 
alive unto themſelves, and disjoyned from 
the Univerſal Spirir- of life and true free- 
O 3 dom, 
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dome, they became ar laſt ſtran2-rs to their 
own Beings, and ignorant of +ticir high and 
noble extraction : {o under this Diſpenſs 
tion of che mind or conſcience, there is a 
N7via or double-livedneſs within them, be. 
ing partly alive unto themſelves, and part- 
ly uato God, ſometimes lending a patient 
car ro the foft whiſpers of Divine wiſdom, 
and at other times carryed away with the 
-loud murmurs and noiſes of that worſer 
Principle; as Med:a in Exripides com- 
plains: 


eu. di. ali. _— Kos a 


v , @ a , 
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My Conſcience tells me that I aft amiſs, 
But fury ſtronger than m; Reaſon is, 


And now they begin to awake our of their 
lethargick drowzinels and {lceep, and open 
the windows of their ſouls, and reccive in 
{ome'beams of the Sun of Rightcouſnels 
that hath: long circled about them , and 
by his light'they ſee themſelves ina broken 
and unhappy plight , and fain would come 
-Ont of it, blur dare not put themſelves to 
any trouble or pain, ſo they lay themſelves 
down again to {lumber. But conſcience 
being once forcibly rouz'd up, is hor 0 

; call'y 
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eaſily lulled aſleep, bur alarms them with 
fatal cryes, and ſhews them the guilrineſs 
that lies upon them, and the mortiferous 
and dangerous ſtare they are in by reaſon 
of the 'certaiii puniſhment all fin draws a- 
long with it ; thus being affrighted they be- 
come Religious our of fear, and account 
Chriſtianiry as a rask and burdenſome (er- 
vice,-1mpoled upon them only to deprive 
them of rheir liberty ane abridge them of 
that freedom they before poſſeſſed , and 
ſtill they bear a love and liking to their 
luſts, and ofcen vilit them wich dear em- 
braces. And while they are here, they car- 
ry a perpetual warr within them between 
the Law of (in, and the Law of the mind, 
ſometime the one, and ſometime the other 
prevailing, the life of the body ſtrugling a- 
gainſt the mind or reaſon, and the light 
endeavouring to chaſe away the darknefs 
and night, Andof this ſtate are tc be un- 
derſtood theſe and ſuch like places of 


Scripture, For that which I do, 1 allow Rom.vii, 


not; for what T would that do I not; but 
what I hate that do I, So then with the 
mind 1 mn ſelf ſrrve the law of God ; but 
with the fleſh the law of ſin, For the fleſh 
luſteth againſt the Spirit , and the Spirit 


erainſt the feſh, and theſe are contrary Gal. v. 
er ; irs wi mii, that ye can- 1: 
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ot do [dr that ye do nat-] the thints that 
that ye wenld, Now the: liberty of Mans 
will begins to ſpread andenlarge it (eMf'un- 
der this Oeconomy ; for thouth mens 
ſtrength. be but ſmall: yer God whoſe 
Goodneſs' both Earch and Sea and the 
whole community of life partake of, can- 
not behold nis-own (dear life contending 


with tlie - Powers of- darknc(s and never: 


countenance nor abet ir , bur will lead it 
vickoriouſly through the mid{t of hell, and 
ſecure it from all the Magical ſpels and 
enchantments of the inferior World ; and 
as this Divine like grows more potent in 
the ſoul, {o the liberty and freedom of the 
will ariſes to a greater latitude and per- 
tcRtion, Bur it we prove falſe to the Di- 
vine light, and notwichſtanding the great 
helps and means vouchſafted us, pretend ſtill 
our di{abiliry and infirmity, we mayealily 
lapſe again into the brutiſh life , and lie 
under the Power of the-law of fin, out 
of which we began to be delivered 3 and 
the freedom of our will which was in ſome 
meaſure enlarged, will be again con- 
tracted into narrowneſs and exility, and 
our laſt ſtate will be worſe then the 

fi: it, | 
2- Put he that makes good uſe of Gods 
gifts, and behaves himſelf as a good Soul- 
| CLCT 


wan, 
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dier of the: Lord Chrilt, and conquers and 
ſubdues his rebellious lufts by the power 
of his Spirit, deſcending into the grave 
with the holy Jeſus by a profound humi- 
lity and martification, and becoming per- 
fealy «1m/17@ , dead to all the ſelf- 
feeling andthe luſcious reliſhes of the'cor- 
poreal life ; he is arrived 'to the higheſt 
diſpenſation of Chriſtianity, which is robe 


under the rut 77 mrdualC 4 Cons, Law of Rom: 
the Spirit of life in Chriſt Feſus, Such A yiii. 2; 


man 15 whollyalive unto God, and though 
he be encumbred with many hardſhips, af- 
flitions and outward -calamities 'which 
threaten-approaching -ruine'to: bis body of 
earth, yet his life is holy , harmleſs and in- 
nocent, like the life of Chriſt upon Earth, 
and his ſoul is ſo affeted as his was, ha- 
ving but one only will in the World, which 
i5to annihilate bimſelf char God may be all 
in him, And whoever is arrived to this 
high pitch of Divine perfe&ion kath' at- 
taned an enlarged and boundleſs freedom, 
his life being melted -into the Divine life , 
and his will fitted and adapted to thecom- 
prchenſion of the Divine Will. For the 
true liberty of our wills conſiſts not in an 
uncertain indifferency and dubious fluQu- 
ation between two different objeRs pre- 
ſented to our choice (For this ariſes one 
the 
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the darkneſs and imperfe&ion of 'our un; 
derſtandings ) bur when our wills are con- 
formable ro reaſon, and ſpontaneouſly e- 
le& that whicn the Intelle& propounds - 
to them as beſt; and in it ſelf moſt elii 
gible, 

Having thus declared the amplitude and 
extent of the liberty of mans Will in all it's 
reſpeQive capacities, I ſhallnow manifeſt 
and ſhew how it's taken away by aſſerting 
and maintaining\of 1ncondirionate Decrees 
which will be no hard matter to evince, if 
we conſider that both the Predeſtination 
of the Good to life, and of the Reprobates 
to deſtruction ,- neceſlarily pervades and 
caſts a fatal. influence upon their whole 
lives, i4 mean that that eternal decree in- 
vincibly orders and diſpoſes the ations of 
met-to their re{ſpeFtive ends; {o that he 
who is preordained to happineſs (hall cer- 
tainly and neceflarily* be good , and. the 
other, who is -deſtin'd to' perdition ſhall 
inevitably be wicked and vitious, A cat 
of which Do&rine we have delivered to 
us by, Zanchy in theſe words, Nen dubi- 
tamus itaque confiteri. ex immutabili Re- 
probatiene neceſſitatem peccandi, & quidem 
ſine reſipiſcentia ad mortem uſque peccandl, 
eoque CF eiernas penas dandi, reprobis in- 
eumbere: that is; We doubt nos 10 profiſ 
iba 
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that from the immutable Decree of Repro-= 

bation there lies upon Reprobates 4 neceſ- 

ſity of ſtnning, and that without Repentanice 

8 | even unto death , and conſequently of fuffe- 

ring eternal puniſhments. Piſcator likewiſe 4d anic. 
will aver the ſame, and more if you'defire 4 Yoſft 
| itz 1n ſumma ſe inert fatetur, Deun abſg.f* 0751 
lute decreviſſe ab eterno & «fficacrter, ne 

| quiſpiam hominum plus bont faciat quam 

| reipſa facit, aut plus mall omittat- quam 

reipſa omittit : that is, That he defends this 
concluſion, that God hath efficactouſly from 

| alt eternity ſo predetermin'd the will of 

man to every individual attion, that none 

| can do any. more good than really he 'doth ; 

or owit any more evil then iplo fato' be 
omitteth, To theſe I ſhall add Szydlows 4pud car. 
ws as the worlt of the three , Fateor & ipſe celleus de 
ad communem ſentiendl conſuetadinem ei 
crudum nimis hoc wideri; Deum poſſe inncentes, 
blaſphemiam , perjurium, mendacium, &c.* *5 6 
imperare: quod tamen Veriſſimum eſt 

in ſr, %c, that is, 1 confeſs that accordin 

to common ſenſe, it ſegms very crude 10 2 

fert that God can command blaſphemy, per- 

| jary, lying, &c. which yet is moſt true in 3t 

ſelf. Now following theſe Principles, it 

is impoſſible there ſhould be any ſuch 

things as Vertue and Vice exiſting in the 
World ; for all our ations, whether Good 
or 
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or Evil, are the . neceſſary effefs of an 
external principle ating and overruling 
our -wills, and we are but the inſtruments 
which chat invincible Power makes uſe of 
for the doing ſuch and ſuch aQions , and 
can.no- more withſtand ir , then the Sun 
ceale to make day and night. The Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of mens receiving praiſe of God 
for . their good deeds , which reaſon can- 
not fathome, if their wills are neceſſarily 
determin'd. ad wnum. (as the Moraliſts 
ſpeak.} and acted .by a ſupernatural and 
irreſiſtible power, No man ever praiſed 
the Sun for circling the Earth, or the 
Moon for keeping her courſe, becauſe ir 
is impoſſible chey ſhould -do otherwiſe, 
being deſtirure of any ſpontaneous prin- 
ciple, and carryed by the violent ſtream 
of matter : No more can any one praiſe 
or diſpraiſc the ations of Mankind , when 
they have no power to do otherwiſe, bur 
are inevitably determin'd to ſuch and no 
other, and can no more reſiſt, than the 
Planers ſtop their conſtant gyres in the 
vaſt whirlpools of heaven, He that me- 
rits praiſe for doing well, it is upon this 
account, that he might have done other- 
wiſe: but when God by a Phyſical ap- 
plication of his Power determines the ſoul 
to act thus, and leaves it not any power 
or 
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againſt Abſolute Reprobation. 87 
or ability of reſiſting, all the praiſe of that 
ation muſt be due to God himſelf, nor 
tro Man who was but the inſtrument, and 
could not avoid it, Nemo peccat in e0 
guod witare non poteſt , (ayes St. Auſtin, 
Neither can any a&ion whatever be cal- 
led a fin in Manzbecauſe he is not left a free 
agent, bur ads fatally and unavoidably, and 
cannot be diſobedient to that ſuperior force 
that inaRs his will : ſo that Murder, Adul- 
tery Oppreſſion, contempt of Government, 
and whatever brutiſh aRion there is elſe , 
cannot come *under the denomination of 
crimes, but he that commits them may 
juſtly plead that he could nor avoid them, 
his will being never undetermin'd, and it 
was not poſſible that his weak ſoul ſhould 
hinder the ſtronger and more powerful 
bent and reſolution of heaven, How then 
can God in juſtice puniſh any man for doing 
that which he could not help > and, How 
can that be called a fin,which is the effe& of 
a neceſſary cauſe ? The diftin&ion between 
the a&,and the pravity of thea@ rhe former 
of which God wills (ſay they) and worksin 
us, but not the latter, will ſtand them in 
no ſtead 3 for in many aRions the formality 
of fin conſiſts in the very a& ir ſelf , as 
in Murder, Adultery, and ſuch like : 
Thus the cating of rhe -forbidden fruir 
was 
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was a ſin in it ſclf, and we cannot di- 
Kinguiſh between the a&t and the viti- 
olity z - for the very at was forbidden, 
and .the formality of the crime conſiſted 
not in Adam or Eve's eating after any 
undue manner : but fimply 37d barely 
in the very a& of eating. Ard fo in 
ſins of Omiſfon , this diſtin&ion like. 
wile fails, nor will it free Almighty 
God from the' imputation of being the 
Author of Iniquity and Vice. And ir 
15 no wonder to ho this unworthy Do- 
Qrine take ſuch deep footing in ſome 
mens minds, when they are ſo obſti- 
nately ſet and fixed upon it , that they 
will entertain any abſurdity, rather then 
free and unprejudice their underſtand- 
ings: Yea ſo hot was this Diſpute 
grown at Geneva , that Melanchton in an 
Epiſtle to Caſpar Pexcerus amongſt other 
things relates this, Scribit ad me Lelius 
de Stoico fato uſque adeo litem Geneve 
moveri, ut quidam in carcerem conject uw 
ſt, propterea quod a Zenone differret, 0 
miſers tempora! Dottrina ſaluts pere- 
grinis quibuſdam diſputationibus obſcura- 
i«r, And truly if Men would leave off 
theſe dry reaſonings and altercations a- 
bout words, and entertain Truth in: the 


love and ſimplicity of it, and as ir is in 
Jeſus, 
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againſt Abſolute Reprobation: 
Teſus, in that Divine and, Meck Spirit , it 
is to be hoped that God would ſoon put 
an end to the dayes of unrighteouſneſs, 
of formal and outſide profeſſion z and the 
glory of the Lord would cover the Earth, 
as the waters cover the Sea, 


—— 


Cray. VI. 


An Explication of ſeveral Citations of 
Scripture ſuborned to atteſt the 
Dottrine of Inconditionate De- 
crees ; together with a brief ex- 


bd] 


 amination of ſome Poſitions of the 


Contra-Remonſtrants, 


Have now finiſhed the principal and 
FS moſt material Arguments I ſhall at this 
time make uſe of, which I have not cloſely 
and Syllogiſtically conneRed , bur loofly 
propounded and diſcourſed of , as well 
tor the delight and pleaſure ofthe Reader, 
as that he who is in a good meaſure pre- 
pared for the entertainment of them, may 
light upon ſomething agreeable to his own 
mind, which will appear to his inward 
ſenſe as Apodittical as a Mathematical 
Notion, 


Solent preepavationes adl þ:- 
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Notion or the evidence of his external 
fenſe. For there is ſomething in us which 
will not fail co embrace whatever ir f1ids 
ſuitable and congruous to it's own nature 
and oftrimes an accidental hint proves 
more advantagious for the eſtabliſhing and 
confirming a Truth before bur weakiy im- 
prefled upon the mind, then a ſapleſs ar- 
gumentation formed afrer the rules of 
mood and figure. Bur that ! may yer give 
more light to the- precedent diſcourſe , 1 
ſhall bring into view the chief places 
and Texts of holy Scripture which have 
been by ſome diſtorted and wreſted to the 
upholding a Do&rine they are not at all 
acquainted with , that this Obex being 
removed by rendring the plain and genuine 
ſenſe of them , there may be nothing re- 
matining to hinder mens tree and full aſſent 
unto it, 

©" Fbhn vi. 37. All that the Father giveth 
wwe, ſhall come to me From hence 
ſome draw ſuch an unexpected concluſion 
as this , vi, That there are 


dem patri tribyi, ( Mat. xvi. ſome particular perſons 
I7.) ut fidei opey atr9 flo, k own to God by name , 
obſignatio Jpiritic. "Gro. 

whom he hath from all eter- 


nity given 10 Chriſt; and that all others 
are devoted to deſtruition, For the expli- 


cation therefore of this we muſt know —_ 
0 


|. 
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agdinſt Abſolute Reprobation. 

God once promiſed the Lord Chriſt 
(Pſal., 2,) that he would give him the 
Heathen for his inheritance, and the utter- 
moſt parts of the earth for his poſſeſſion ; by 
which we may diſcern , what kind of gt- 
ving this is which is mentioned here, viz, 
the giving for an inheritance or poſleſhon, 
Thar Chriſt may reign over them 3 which 
God doth by his Yital preſence pervading 
their ſouls, and laying hold of every diſpo- 
ſition and capacity , and preparing their 
hearts by his ſoftning and preventing grace, 
for a benign reception of the Divine Image 
of the Lord Jeſus : And this A& of God 
in ficting and qualifying them , is called, 
Hu drawing, Verl. 44. No man can come 
unto me, except the Father which hath ſent 
me draw him ; which attraQion is no wayes 
involuntary and irreſiſtible, as it he who 
knows all the fecret receſſes and intrigues 
of our Natures, were put to his ſhifts, and 
had no other means to reduce men to righ- 
tcouſneſs , but by the deſtruRion of their 
powers and faculties : but his drawing 15 


s 


with the Cords of 4 May, and the Bands of Hof. xi. 


Love , With gentle and perſwalive- argu- 4- 


ments, farr different from rhoſe unac- 
countable impulſes and violent mott- 
ons attribured ro Gods Spirir by the 
Calvinifts, as Fer, xxxi. 3,and- Cant. 1. 4+ 
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Su verwus 4 zderr© mes 14 rs Meafdy, dwwy wy 
«reJeruir, Now the perſons given unto 
Chriſt muſt needs be ſuch who are fly 
diſpoled,, qualified and prepared to re- 
ceive Chriſt being offered, ſuch who are 
Te myuinos 's Col, ſet in order and ranks 10 
life, AR. xi, 43. and wd:me is mln Fama 
T3 @:3, fitted and capacitated for the King- 
dom of God ; Suchas are like that ſubaFum 
ſolum, good and mellow ground in the 
Parable which is fitted for the receiving 
the ſeed of Gods Words. For it by Gods 
donation of men to Chritt, were (ignified 
his Elcfting a certain number to crer- 
ral lite without any conlideration of their 
fucurce obedience, it would follow : 

1. That chat number could never be di- 
miniſhed : bnt we read that one of thole 
who was given to Chritit was loſt, Foh.xvii, 
U2, Thoſe that thou gaveſs me I have 
kept, and none of them ts loſk , & wii s vnds 4 
« mote ar, but the Son of Perdition. 

2. It would follow , that thoſe who are 
already ele&ed to Eternal life, and in the 
favour andilove of God, are yer given to 
C hriſt, which 4s very crude and improper 3 
for to what purpoſe ſhould they be given 
ro 


againſt, Abſolute Reprobation. 
to Chriſt, when, EHA© alreagy reconciled 
tr God ? 

3, Chriſt here peaking rg te incredu- 
lous Fews, if by this.exclulive form of Lo- 
cution he had' meant that gnly-ſome: few 
particular perſons preotdained, from eter- 
nity, ſhould COMeT _ (that is, Believe 
on bim, Heb. xi. 6. uld not only 
have extenuated the " we e. Fews i in not 
believing on him,bur wholly raken jr away 
by rendrin chem An. ACCOunt. {ang reaſon 
of this their incredulity , viz. .That-they 
were deſtitute of thar vital inflycnce and 
grace which ſtreams from..a particular 
Election , and"is given only to, ſome cer- 
tain perſons known to. God by/Name from 
all erernity. 

Ads xiii. 48. — And as; _—_ «4 were 
ordained 18 erernal life believed. Here the 
Contra-Remonſtrants ,. as their manner -1s, 
whenever they meet with any ſuch word 
as 0r4ained,Elefted, or Predeſtinated, pre- 
ſcntly fancy, that it concludes their abſolute 
Decrees "and {o obſtinately ang wiltully 
blind are they, that. they [cannot ſee apy 
other ſenſe bur their own., -and. obtrude 
it upon Men as Lafallible and Authenzick, 
Such is the Text here in hand, which' they 
they imagine makes much: for their cauſe ; 
bur the word T7 (64/01, WH, aqſueh bignt- 
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fication or import thatthey ſhould putupon 
ie, butisa Military ,term, and ſignifies to 
Marſhal, to' tand ready m rank and file , 
and accordingly denotes here, thoſe . who 
are fitred and'aptly diſpoſed to eternal life: 
ſo it is uled 1'Cor, xv1. T5- tis N\auovids Mis 
«3/015 (m6; al contes #iſpojed- or devored them: 
ſelves to the funeHos- of miniſtring to the 
Saints. - So the Greeks expreſs a well. 
governed and diſpoſed life by-di@& nmy,%&, 
and thofe thit hive riot ſo;the Apoſtle calls, 
enixles, diſorderly perſons, tT beſſ x. 14, The 
xy wm therefore here, hold propottion 
"with the' Cont of 71 bamiwizs 73 ©43 1n the 
forementioned place; Luke ix. 62.-and 
'denotes'fuch who are fitted by due prepa- 

rations for the reception of the Goſpel. 
'And it che Text were to be expounded of 
ſuch-an abſolute Predeſtination of certain 
Particular perſons, undoubtedly the words 
GeiZew Or exe Would have been: uſed 
( which had made more for that purpoſe ) 
and notſuch a Phraſe which is no where 
in the whole Scripture found to fignifie 
Gods etcrhal Decrce. For a further con- 
firmationf this, I will annex Grotizs his 
Obfervations-upon the place againſt the 
Calviniſtical Expoſition : 1, Predeſftinati 
Omnes wins loci ion eredunt eodens 1em- 
pore, 2;' Niqne & omnes qui credunt, ſunt 
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againſt Abſolute Reprobation. 
ee (enſu pr edeſtinati; 3, Neque id arcanum 


ds fingulss, qui ad ſalutem_perventurt eſſent, 
qut-n0n, Luce eratxevelatum. 


] | * 
1 A revt1 v4 ONT . - ; 
1 Pet.ii,$. And 4 fone th, dh" 'Z 3 
anda.rock of offence, even to them w! ich 
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ſtumble .at the Ward ; being  Aiſobeajent » 


whereunto alſo they were, appeinged-, 
- Thar, which our Adverſariescolle& from 
hence. is, That there. are; ſome-ordained 
and. deſtin'd 4: «7*/8«w rg Infidelity,. and 
conſequently tg, Damnarion, as the effect 
of, itz, therefore there is ſuch a Decree as 
Abſolute. Reprohatzon ;. referring #75212 to 
«qa. Polio ul ons 
Bury) invalidity and' abſurdity of this 
Explication will appear: 
1, Thatiiris 2 manifeſt contradiRion to 
ſay; thar the perſons here mentioned were 


 Predeſtinared to Diſobedience 3 for in that 


itwas deſtinated and decreed of God, it 
ceafes to be diſobedience, and is properly 
an ating according to thatimmutable will 
and purpoſe of God, which is paſſed upon 
the 1nobedient perſons: if therefore God 
wills and determines that they ſhall reject 
and contemn his precepts and commands, 
how are they criminal +? | 

2. It makes God the Author of fin, by 
predeſtizating and forcing men to the 
of com» 


195 


-Gdtls Gobdneſs Vindicated © 
commiſſion of ic Theſe" words rHettfort 
{+45 p Cows, ant Which hey were. wp - 
pointed | muſt be referted" to 3: hefitin: 
x54 , thoſe which ſtumble, fall, and 
bruiſe thetaſQlves at the Word', -2rb%n; 
difobeyin'g and're) eQing it heh preacheds 
So that the Wag is, that'the Gs. 
which. {titd*out obfRtinately' againſt 'the 
Golpe?; ts, WE Were ard bp. 
poiiited” (See Fob. xv. 16. Att. Ki, 47, 
1 Th. v.'9.) to fall fir that Ambling 
ftone, and be Jeſtrofed,” which'iPnor that 
they ſhould beincredatongor diſcbeditnty 
bur that ſince they would't6tbelieve; they 
ſhould be. moſt jultly puniſhed, Thitsthe 
Goſpel 1s ſaid to be the ſut;dur of Weuth to 
them that periſh, 2 E881." 46. AW8Cliriſt 
is faid to be Ser ** for the fall "of miny, 
that is, of 'rhuſe' rhat belitve not '6n him, 
Luk. it. 34. nor thar Go appointed Chriſt 
to come into the World and ſet on foot the 
Goſpt] rodeſtroy inen, bur that he'prima- 
Tily intended by that ſacred Diſpenfation 
the Salvation of all the World, and decreed 
that whoever would be diſobedient and 
contemn thoſe means ſhould periſh by their 
*contermpr. 


Prov. xvi. 4. The Lord hath made all 
things for himſelf, yea evey the wicked for 
the day of evil. 

\ That there is no mention here of an etcr- 
nal Decree, appears : "21 

1. Thar the Preter-tenſe 5yDis here put 
by an uſual manner in Hebrew for the 
Preſent, Worketh, Maketh, or Provides, 

2. There is no neceflity it ſhould be 
rendred 1mpium the Wicked, in the Accu- 
ſarive caſe ; for the Text may very well 
be read by an Ellipſis, And the wicked at 
the day of Evil, ſupply, ſhall fall by the 
Juſt judgement of Ged. 

3. The clauſe | for himſelf ] may very 
well be tranſlated (fince the Hebrew Yerſt- 
07 will bear it) according to his word; Or 
as the Septuagint mivra TS pa Ts Kuews 67 
Sagucovrns* quadartY) ti 3 dmfiis is nwigar ngngy: 
The ſenſe therefore of the whole verſe 
briefly is this, That God by his perpetual 
Providence and Government of the world, 
not only takes notice of, and regargs good 
and holy men, that all things may rend to 
their welfare : bur likewiſe beholds and 


' obſerves the actions of wicked perſons; and 


that they may not think they ſhall go un- 
puniſhed, and ſay in their hearts, There & 
»o God, moſt wilcly orders, that a jult Ne- 
meſis (hall overtake them for their fins and 
P 4 1M- 
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impicties, and ar. laſt a final vengeance and 
deſtruftion ſeaze upon them, 


Fohn xii. 39 , 49. Therefore they could 
not believe, becauſe that Eſayas ſail again, 
He hath blinded their eyes, and hardaed 
their heart, that they ſhould not ſee with their 
eyes, nor underſtand with their heart, and be 
converted, and I ſhould heal them, 

I cannot ſee how this Text makes any 
thing for the Calviniſtical Reprobation , 
.bur there are ſome men ſo ſubtle and acute, 
that they eſpie ſomething or other for the 
patronizing and defending their (elf-choſen 
opinions almoſt in every verſe of the hoy 
Scriptures. That which they moſt aime at 
and would inforce from hence is, That this 
Excxcation, and obduration is a Phyſical 
ARgion of God upon the mind, ariling from 

his peremptory Decree 


* Cice; credere no/unt Re- 
prot i, ita certium eſt non poſſe 
wvelle credere, quia tenelre in 
quilns niti ſunts Iucem com- 
prehendere non poſſunt. Deus 
autem ( inquit Paulus ) quos 
vnult miſcratur, & qu1s vult 
in{arit. Bez1 in Annot, in 
Joh. xii. v, 39. 


* 


of Reprobation *: then 
which nothing is more 
inconſiſtent withor un- 
worthy of the Divine 
Majeſty: But the Exce- 
cation here mentioned 
{cems not to be an AR 
of Gods, becauſc it is 
ſaid Fxcecavit, he hath 


vlinded, in the third Perſon ; and preſently 


ſub- 
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ſubjoyned, Ne ego ſanem, leaſt 1 ſhould heal 
them, in: the firſt z Excecavit therefore 
may beitaken imperſonally for their eyes are 
blinded, by whomſoever, or by what means 
ſoever it came to pals ;: as At. xxviii. 24. 
Some belicyed the things that were ſpoken, 
and ſome believed not, But we will ſup- 
poſe it to be an ation of Gods , yet that 
ation can be no other then. petial , which 
by the juſt judgment of Gods inflicte&on 
them for their precedent cximes , and not 
from any Abſolute Decree yas is expreſſed 
wverſ. 37. But thouzh he had done fo. many 
miracles before them, yet they believed nat 
on him, And in Mat. xii. 13+ their incre- 
.dulity is pur as the cauſe and-reafon of their 
blindneſs, Becauſe ſeriyg 3hey ſee:notztand 
hearing they hear not-; which clears. the 
like expreſſion in Mark iv; 12, That ſeeing. 
they may ſee and not perceive z as it their 
Excecation were primarily intended by 
Chriſt z for whereas itis ſaid that ſeeing, 
its a plain indication that they did either 
underſtand thoſe things which were pro- 
pounded to them , or at lea might , bur 
would not underſtand them, Whereas *tis 
ſaid likewiſe they could not believe , it isnot 
to be underſtood as it they wanted Power 
and ability , but that their minds and 1n- 
clinations were wholly averſe to it, being 
ad- 
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addicted and: carryed after ſelf-intereſt, 
as *ris ſaid, wverſ, 43, Many did not confeſs 
"Chriſt, becauſe they lowed the praiſe of men 
-morethen whe praiſe of God: For oft-rimes 
ehoſc arc ſaid or to be able, whoſe mind 
5s alrogerher averſe to this or that,although 
they might eaſily do it if they would. Thus 
a Candid and Ingenuous perſon cannot 
Lie, a. Liberal perſon cannot be-ſordid 
and baſe 5 *ahd;,* berrhar 4s borm of God 
# ure) duaprivie, rxnner ſing 1 John iti. 9, 
and Chriſt himſetfonce could do no mighty 
work Mark vi. 5. See 2 Cor, xiii; 8, APs 
iv, 20, Fohn viti;43, 


; Fude wer. 4. For thire are certain men 
Crept rnunawares, whowere before of old or- 
dained to this condemnation 

The great” ftreſs of the Calviniſts Ar- 
gumenrarion from hence lies in the words 
mw agyyeewu, which we ( though 
ſomething improperly ) render [ #f old or- 
azined | but might berter have tranſlated 
preditted, tor fo the word ought to be ta- 
ken here, for a prediction or ec{cription 
atcrehand, by which theſe kind of men, 
and alſo their Impoſtures and their »eiua 
have been long ago deſcribed , denoted 
and depainted -ourt in their proper C0- 
tours and lincaments, Such isvhe ney 

0 


of e&yeg9#%, only here by the addition of 
*>az it fignifies Propheſie, as 5 intitnated 
in ver; 17, 18. of this Epiltle, | & #8 
die ] to this judgrient?, thar {ince*they 
rejected the trutly, ard rurned the grace of 
God' ihro- laſciviouſheſs'; and denyed"rhe 
Eotd'Otifi-that boughr them/riy Wtohe. = 
be a5 \inftfammenes for-'the” exploration of _ 
Saints and true Believers, (as Godis faitito 
take Ufe of falfe Prophets to ery” his 
People'i Dent, xiii. 3- ) and after be de- 
ſtroyed with allalſe-Chriſtizns/and Rebel- 
liows Jews, © | 


Mark *Sii- 22, For falſe Chriſts an falſe 
Prophets [ſhall riſe and ſhdll'ſhew Pons and 
wonders; ro ſeduce, ifit were poſſivle evewthe 
Ele 'F 2 L . 

Hence" the ' Contr a-re&#0nſtrants collect 
an Abſolme'and'peremprory Decree, be- 
cauſe *tis utterly impoſſible to ſeduce or 
draw the'Ele& from the Faith : bur while 
they argue thus, they declare to the World, 
that they neither underſtand the [ impoſir- 
bility] nor [ Ele} here mentioned. For 
& A+ in this place doth not denote an 
abſolute impoſhbility C otherwiſe Chriſt's 
exhortation to them wer. 23. 10 take heed, 
had been wholly uſeleſs and ſupervaca- 
neous ) but is uſed to expreſs the intent 
and 
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and defign of the- Falſe-Chriſts and falſe 
Prophets, as if he ſhould ſay, They will 


omit. nothing nor leave any means untryed,; 


whereby, to compals their pernicigus and, 
wicked purpolc. . The ſame form or ſpeech. 
we. have,. Rom. -Xii;\1$, & wet, If ir be, 
pofible, as much a5.in you lies, live praces 
able with. all men +. that is, doe. y087:;endea- 
wonr, ds what lies in you, i i* vj), 4s mach 
&-lies. in your power, being an. Exegtſis of 
« Sore+, tf 32.bt peſtble, Bur why: muſt the 
*#aexr} be ſuch as arc;abſolutely and immu- 
eably Eleed> Sure I am , the, word 
eamrs,1s uſed where there is no denotati- 
oh of any. BleRion from all. cternity., To 
avoid inultplicity of quorations, we may 
inſtance in rwo-or.three more remarkable 
paſlages : The Hebrew word to which this 
anfiers is mni2. which ſignifies; #0. approve, 
examing and eh1ſe-5; and accordingly Prov, 
vil. 3,' the Hedrgip.word «15 5nR2-and our 
Exzliſh Verſion :xeads, The Lord tryeth. the 
heart * and the Septuagint ASK mh tp au mt 
&4 Keio, hrtarts elect before the Lord, 
And in Zſay xxviii. 16, Guan , is 
rendred 4 tryed ſtene. To this: purpole 
Ecclef. xlix. 7. Fernſalem is called mas 
im), an elect City; that is, preferred and 
eſteemed before others, Sometimes the word 
yo {ignifies the delizning and chuſing 
to 


as 
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to ſome office and peculiar employmenr, 
a ſequeſtring ſome from others, Luke vi, 
12. And when it was day, be called unto 
him his Diſciples,  nd4Cag©+ an" avils loTug? 
and of them be choſe twelve, To-add no 
more, Rufus is called by St. Pazl, Roms. 
xVi. 13, enacxÞs Ut Kvelp, Choſen in the Lord, 
that is, 4 ſpecial Believer ; for asto his par- 
ticular perſon, what Decree had paſſed on 
him was unknown to the Apoſtle, there- 
fore it muſt be that he receive this Elp- 
ginm from his viſtible Chriſtian deport- 
ment, 


2 Theſſ, ii. 13, But we are bound io give 
thanks alwayes to God for you, brethren, be- 
loved of the Lord, becauſe God hath from the 
beginning choſen you to ſalvation, through 
9 of the Spirit, and belief of the 
ruth, 

That the Apoſtle treats of no ſuch abſo- 
jute and eternal Ele&ion as our Antago- 
niſts imagine, appears : ; 

7. In that this form of ſpeech being di- 
reed to all the Theſſalonians,it would fol- 
low, that the whole viſible Church of them 
were elected unto glory, which were a ve- 
ry precarious Afſertion. 

2, This kind of Ele&ion being abſolute 
and irreverſible, ie were impoſhble har hy. 

O 
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of the Believers mentioned in the Text , 
ſhould fall and deſert the faith of the Go 
ſpel, which is alcogether inconliſtent with 
that ſolicirous and earneſt Exhortation, 
twice inculcated in this Chaprer, wer, 1, 2, 
& 15. wherein he beſecches them by the 
coming of the Lord Jeſus, that they be not 
ſoow ſhaken in mind, or troubled ; and again, 
That they ſtand faſt, and hold the traditt- 
ons which they have been taught by word or 
Epiſile, | 

3. This Separation of them from the 
reſt of the Heathes World, was grounded 
upon their good converſation and belief of 
the Goſpel, which dire&ly thwarts an 
Inconditionate Decree T hrosgh 
Sandification of the Spirit and belicf of the 
iruh., 

"Enew x" egy,ns, Choſen or ſeparated you 
frem the beginning | that is, from the be- 
ginning of the Preaching of th? Geſptl : (o 
that they were among the firſt of thoſe 
that gave up themſelves to the obedience 
ofthe faith : This is all the import of this 
phraſe : the former parte of it. we have 
Demt. xxvi. 18, The Lord hath avouched 
thee this day to be hys people 3, in the Septu- 
ain Kyer& eii6n ot onuey Jt Aacy, which 
reſpe&ted Temporal benefits: bur: here by 
the Apoſtle *tis added &s ewmcin ,, i8 mor 
74 
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nal Salvation, which is reſerved only for 
Chriſtians. Now as the Fews by their 
diſobedience might become won pepulus z 
lo Chriſtians may diſinherit themſelves , 
and fruſtrate by their evil wayes, Gods in- 
tentions of bringing thetn unto glory.. As 
for the addition of «n" «exis , it no way 
extends it to an Eternal , but Temporal 
EleQion or Separation , and is uſed in Scri- 
pture to denots the beginning of the 
Preaching of the Goſpel, as in 1 Job. i, 
7, 24. I write no new Commandment 10 
you, but an old Commandment which ye had 
PL. &pxnc , frem the beginning H the old 
Commandment s the word which ye bave 
beard in" des, from the beginning. Again, 
Let that therefore abide in you which ye 
have heard an" 4x3, from the beginning. 
Sce Fob, xv, 27. The old Latine tranſla- 
tion reads it Primitias, «mgylw, that 15, that 
they were ſet apart and conſecrated 10 God 
as firſi-fraits by the Preaching of the Go- 
ſpel 5 which phraſe the Apoſtle likewiſe 
ner, Rom, XV1, 6s bay amgx? , 
Whe « the firſt-fruits of Achaia unto 
Chriſt. 


Rom, vii. 28, 29, 30, And we know that 
all things work rogether for good, to thews 
that love God, to them who are the called 
FILE 
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according to his purpoſe. For whom he did 
foreknow, he alſo did predeſtinate to be con- 
formed to the image of his Son,thas he might 
be the firſft-born amongit many brethren, 
Moreover, whom he did predeftinate, them 
he atſo'called, and whom he called, them he 
alſo juſtified : and whom he juſtifiad, them he 
alſo glorified. 

Here (ſay the Calviniſts) you may ſee 
the chain of Salvation, and behold how the 
beloved of God are drawn by each golden 
link, till they are brought to their appoin- 
ted bliſs and happineſs. This is the ſacred 
method of Gods Predeſtination , in which 
he goes by certain ſteps and degrees, and 
in every one of them magnifies the riches 
of his free and undeſerved Grace to his 
choſen and ſcle&ed ones, Bur to leave theſe 
light and atery fancies, I ſhall lay down 
chat which I judge to be the proper and 
genuine fenſe of the Apoſtles words. In 
order to which we muſt know, That the 
{cope and inten of almoſt this whole 
Chapter is, to comfort the AMiQed and 
calamitous, and to exhort them to con- 
tinue ſtedfaſt and unmoved in the love f 
God, and obedience of his commands, ad- 
ding ſeveral weighty Reaſons and Confide- 
rationsto incite them to ir, amongſt which 
theſe two have their {trenzth and cogency- 
1, That | 
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1, That all the troubles and moleſtations 
they ſuffer here, ſhall work together for 
their good, wer. 28, 2, Inthar they are 
predeſtinated to be conformed to the image 
of Chriſt , who through many hard(hips 
and afflitions made his way unto glory, 
ver. 29, 30,. So that the Predeſtination 
here' mentioned, is to be underſtood of a 
deſtination to the Croſs, and.not of any or- 
dination to Faith, Life and Glory, The 
ſum of all is this, That a!l attliftions and 
crofles however burdenſome and grievous 
they may be, ſhall work rogether for” the 
good of thoſe that love God, and ſincerely 
and cordially adhere and cleave unto him z 
and though now for the preſent they may 
be exerciſed with many hardſhips, and en- 
viron'd with calamitous accidents : yer the 
event ſhould be glorious, and the Sun of 
comfort art laſt ariſe and diſpel thoſe thick 
clouds of forrow,and bring on a ferene and 
perpetual day of felicity and joy. Yor 
whom he did approve of as faithful, he de- 
termined ſhould arrive to their felicity by 
the ſame way that Chriſt did, who by ſuf- 
fering entred into his Glory, to the intent 
that he might be the firſt-born among ma- 
ny brethren. Morcover, whom he did thus 
approve of, them he intended. tq call to 
a conformity to his Son 3 and om Bn 
eOus 
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thus calls, he will likewiſe juſtifie, that is, 
account them as righteous ; and whom he 
thus juſtifies, he will hereafter glorifie , if 
they deſert not the ſigns and rokens of the 
Crofs, as he ſaid before, wer. 17. If ſo be 
that'we ſuffer with him, that we may be alſo 
glorified together. For though there be no 
condition expreſſed, yet it is evidently im- 
plyed in the nature and matter of thething 
it (cif, See Expoſition of Eph.i, 3, 4+ in- 
fra. Thar this is the ſcope of the Text 
will be further evidenced from the uſe of 
the words and phraſes in other places of 


2-7 7 Scripture : That the »21ni v7) aeivrar, are no 
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more then the real and unfeigned ſervants 
of God, is manifeſt, in that xau7* is in ſe- 
veral places of the Old Teſtament uſed to 
ſignific a Follower, Adherent or Servant, 
cſpecially in an Army, as 1 Kings i 41,49. 
and x7 ecz%ov, 15 all one with 7j ag9%za 4 
wells, Ads xi, 23. With full purpoſe of 
beart, that is, willingly, unfeignedly and 
conftantly. That oe3+5:<y is of the ſame im- 
port with the {imple Verb yruoxar and 
x16 ox , and (ignifies no more then an 
approbation and firm love of thoſe who 
are thus conformable to Chriſt, is evident 
from theſe and ſuch like Texts of Scripture, 
Kom, x1.2, God hath not caſt away his peo- 
ple ir weriyro, which be foreknew, that is, 
which 


which he owned for his. So 1 Cor, viii. 3. 
But if any man love God, tr » iryrocaa var an, 
the ſame is known of him, that is, him God 
approves and likes of, Hence it is ſaid, that 
God knows. not wicked men, Mart. vii, 23, 
Andour faith and obedience of Gods com- 
mands is called our knowing of him, Joh. 
xvii, 3. & 1 Joh. 1i. 3. By Gods calling 
here, is undoubtedly meant his Yocation to 
the Croſs, to which all Believers are deſti- 
ned, as appears from 1 Pet. ii. 20, 21, 
But if when ye do well and ſuffer for 
it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with 
God, tis tim 14 *nxil:rs, for hereunto were 
Je called. And i Theſl, iti. 3. That no man 
ſhoald be moved by theſe effliftions, for your 
ſelves know #n is Tin 1.,.3z , that we are 
appointed hereunto, And it it were under- 
ſtood of Gods Yecation 10 faith , it would 
toliow : 

1, That he foreknew, that is, approved 
and delighted in ſinners before he called 
them to the faith, and fo before they were 
in Chriſt, 

2, That not only Vocation, but Juſtifi- 
cation and Glorification muſt belong to 
thoſe that are only foreknown or Ele&ed : 
\Which abſurdities and infipid illations are 
avoided by the former Expoſition, 
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Epheſ.i.3,4,5.Bleſſed be the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt who hath bleſſed 
ws with all ſpiritual bleffings in heavenly 
things in Chriſk.: According + 4s be hath 
choſen us in bim before the foundation of 
the world, that we ſhonld be holy, and with- 
out blame before him in love: Having 
Predeſtinated us unto the adoption of chil- 
dren by Feſu Chriſt unto himſelf, according 
70 the good pleaſure of his will. 

The ſenſe and ſcope of theſe Verſes will 
be very calle and conſpicuous by the illu- 
ſtration of thoſe two Pinaſcs, jZinifen wr, 
verſe 4, and aezociozs iuas » verſe 5, The 
EleRion therefore ſpoken of here , ſeems 
ro denote Yocation by the Goſpel, not ſimply 
ſo: bur imports and includes the Decree of 
calling the Jews and Gentiles by the Go- 
ſpel ; as-2 Tim, i, 9, Who hath ſaved us, 
and called us with an holy calling, not ac- 
cording to our works , dn; ul ilar acfhiay 
Y dew TW ions Fuſs & yeiro Wigs ae; c9107 
&variav, but according to his own purjoſe 
and grace which was given uw in Chiift 
Jeſus before. the world began,” Now the 
(\ubje@ matter of this EleRion are Believers 
as ſuch , and whoever actually believes, 
comes undcr that grand Decree of ElcRi- 
on to lite and immortality, deſigned and 
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intended in the Lord - Chriſt before the 
foundation of the World ; and whoever 
believes nor, falls under the dint of the 
other Decree of death and deſtruRion, 
According as our Saviour himſelf hath de- 
livered to us, Mark xvi. 16. He that be» 
lieveth and « baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; bus 
he that believeth nor,fhall be damned, And 
for a further elucidation of this, we may 
take notice,thar it is not ſaid {imply in the 
Text, that God hath bleſſed ws , bur [in 
Chrift ] and [ as he hathchoſen ws in him] 
therefore Bleſſing, v. 3. and Choſen, v. 4. 
belong both tothe ſame matter z for 195; a 
term of proportion makes the connexion 
thus, That God hath bleſſed us in Chriſt, that 
is, His aQtual preſent bleſſing them, at that 
point of time, was correſpondent to what 
God had decreed before the foundation of 
the World. Now what the bleſſing here 
ſpoken of is, appears : 

I. In general by the addition of =y4uenj 
and U ni; ineceriers, a ſpiritual bleſſing , 
or bleſſing in things pertaining t0 hea- 
ven, 

2. By the Predeſtination ( in order of 
nature precedent to it) which is ſpecified 
to be is vie): may, £0 Adoption, F 

3. By what is here added #D nds a5vs 
y dwipe!, all which ſpecific the marter of 
Q 3 Eleion 
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Ele&ion here ſpoken of, to be the ſame as 
of his blefling us, viz, our holy and blame- 
leſs converlation, a Spiritual and Chriſti- 
anobedience ; and fo 'tis ſaid, Chap. it. 10, 
that Good VVorks are the things to which 
God had betore prepared (eleQcd) us that 
we ſhonid walk in chem, So that from 
hence we may note, that the ſubje& of 
Gods Elc&ion its not Mankind {1mply con- 
fidered as Creatures , nor yet as fallen, 
but as actual and perſevering Believers. 

4. By « Xexs ,' tw Chriſt , ſpecifying 
Chriſt ro be the means of bringing all to 
a holy life z which he .did by coming into 
the World, and dying and riſing again, 
Where we may likewiſe obſerve, rhat our 
EleQtion cven as our Bleſſing, isin Chriſt : 
but no man can be in Chriſt, unleſs he be 
conlidered as laithful : and hence alſo we 
may likewiſe ſce the vanity of that Do- 
Qrine which makes Chriſt only the execu- 
tor of Gods abſolute Will and Decree, but 
not the foundation of EleRion, contrary to 
the Apoſtles alſcrtion, that Gerd hath choſen 
us in Chriſt, 

The other phraſe remains, =e:eivae Nur, 
Predeſtinated w, By which we are given 
to underſtand thar the Apoſtle both here 
'andelfewhere, makes it his buſineſs to 


- things, 


tſhew that the temporal diſpenſation of 
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things, was long before determined and 
decreed upon 3 Which antecedent conſti- 
tution 15 called axycelZev, 10 predetermine , 
e005, purpoſe 5 and ſometimes CL ILIN 
foreknowledge. The firſk of theſe is uſed, 
Ads iv, 28. (where Gods permiſſion and 
provident dire&ion of whatever hapned 
to the Lord. Chriſt is denoted) To do 
whatever thy hand and thy counſel eowun 
Juis, determined before to be. done, See 
I Cor. it, 7, The Yerb of the ſecond is 
uled Rom, ttt, 25, aim 6 Od * whom 
God hath ſet forth, or foreordained to be 4 
propitiation —— The Yerb ef the laſt we 
have, I Pet. ls 20, @c95)100 ive wy Ges. rom - 
Binjs x30us, who verily was fortordained be- 
fore the faundation of the World The 
Noun we have, A&-s.ii, 23, where likewiſe 
Gods permiſſion and provident direQion 
is denoted, 77nv 75 deouiry fr\j x; mer y vu owe 
7s Oz wxhmy aabrns,him being delivered (or 
given out) by the determinate counſel and 
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken »——» 
So 1 Pei. 1. 2, win oeryvony OZ mids, Ac- 
cording to the farcknowledge of Godthe Fa- 
ther — Now theſe antecedent Conſticuti- 
ons are ſometimes abſolute, and ſometimes 
conditional; and although the condition be 
not: always affixed, - yer may it ſufficiently 
be underſkood when; tis implyed,by the.ns- 
| Q4 rure 
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ture of che matter it ſelf, and oft-times by 
the preceding words, and ſubſequent Ad- 
monitions and Exhortations. Thus the pur- 
poſe and Decree of God to fend Chriſt 
into the World, is to be underſtood abſo- 
lately 3 burhis EleRion of men to ſalvari- 
on in Chriſt is hypothetical and conditi- 
onal, viz, If they believe and perſevere in 
the faith, Of theſe conditional Conſtitu- 
tions we have ſeveral inſtances z Rom. i.13, 
St. Pawl fayes repthiulo infer ac3s vers, 1 pure 
poſed to come unto you, viz, if other im- 
portant affairs did not hinder me. Sec Rom. 
viii, 29, St. Paul was ſeparated of God t0 
tbe Apoſtolical funfton, Gal. 1.15, but it 
was, if he were not diſobedient to the bea- 
wenly wviſien, AR. xxvi. 19. So here, the 
Apoſtle declares to the Epheſians, that God 
had predetermined not only ro make them 
of enemics, friends ; burtto adopt rhem as 
his children , and to deal with them as 
Sons, viz, it they obeyed their Vocation 
as they oughr, 

Rom,” ix, 11,13, 16, 18, 22, For the 
eli/drey being not yet born, neither having 
done any goed or evil, that the purpoſe of 
God attor ding 10 eletHon might ſtand, nit 
of Works; bus of him that calteth, As it #s 
w/HeH;'Facib have'l loved, but Eſau have 
4 hated, - So thtn, it is not of him that wr 
217 Py $ leth, 
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leth, nor of bim that runneth , but of God 
that ſheweth mercy, Therefore hath be mercy 
on whom he will have mercy, and whom he 
will be hardneth. What if God willing 10 
ſhew his wrath,and to make his Power known, 
endured with much long-ſuffering the Veſſels 
of wrath fitted ro deſtruttion, 

Verſe 11, This verſe inſerted in a Pa- 
rentheſis, is only a proof of what the A- 
poſtle declares tothe Jews, viz. That the 
ground and foundation of Gods EleQion 
of Faceb, and prelation of him before Eſas 
(under the Perſons of whom are denoted 
the Fews and Gentiles, the one conſidered 
withour any reſpe& of their Legal Services, 
the other of their Idolatries ) was not u 
on conſideration of the furure Goodneſs of 
the one, and ſtubborn RefraRorineſs of the 
other, bur merely an a& of his own free 
will and pleaſure, foraſmuch as the choice 
was pitched upon before either of them 
were born, 

By the phraſe acas 1!" acyl, is meant 
no more then the deſign or purpoſe of God 
in preferring one before rhe other; as 
Rom. x1. 23. rar? Thy maoy by djamile} 5 Bels- 
ved as tonching the Eledion, 1. e. In re- 
ſpe& of the undeſerved promiſes' made to 
them of peculiar: favour for Abrahams 
ſake, And the Hebrew m2 which = 
the 
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the moſt part is rendred *2iyar, is alſo 
denoted by weayir, Dewt, vii. 6,. Prov, 
i. 29. 

bn bE iogur, a0" hs 77 aganrl@- | By [ Cal- 
ling], here, ſet in oppoſition to #5 i#5=-,do- 
ing any thing on intuition of merit, is 
meant Gods peculiar favour and a& of his 
ſpecial Providence and Grace,in the diſpeg- 
ſation of which he refers ro himſelf a free- 
dom and liberty without reſpe& to any 
qualifications: 

Yerſe 13. That the Text doth not de- 
note in it's proper extent and {ignification 
the perſons of Faceb and Eſau, ſimply con- 
ſidered, but their Poſterity , appears : 

I, From the Reſponſe of God to Re- 
becrs, when ſhe complained upon the chil- 
drens ſtrugling in her womb, Ger. xxv. 23. 
Two Nations are in thy womb, and iw0 
manner of people ſhall be ſeparated from thy 
bowels : and the one people ſhall be ſtronger 
then the other : and the elder ſhall ſerve the 
younger, Now 'tis plain, that the elder's 
{ubjeRion to the younger never had any 
completion in their life-time, bur rather the 
contrary, as appears by their ſtory, 

2, This Expreſſion | Facob bave 1 loved, 
&c, ]-was not delivered or ſpoken before 
the' birth of Faceb. and Eſau, but ſome 
hundreds of years after ; for it is ao where 
| cl. 
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elſe to be found in Scripture, but in Mal, i. 
where the 'Propher treats not of the per- 
ſons of Facob and Eſau, but of their Po- 
ſterities, the Edumeans and Iſraelites, it 
being no new thing to call whole Nations 


deſcending from the ſame linage , by the 


from Eternal life and happineſs: For 


Brothers names from whom each ſprung, 
as Numb, Xx, 14, Thus ſauh thy Brother 
Iſrael —— and Dezt, xXiii. 7. Thos ſhals 
not abhor an Edomite, for he is thy Brother, 
Again, Neither the love nor hatred of 
God in this place has any relation to a 
peremptory EleCtion to, or Reprobation 


| I. lf this were loving from eternity , 
God could not afterward have given Facob 
| andthe people of 1ſraet a Law , annexing 
| a conditional benedidion to it : For that 
which God had decreed to them by an 
immutable and ſpecial Decree, could not 
be promiſed to them under the condition 
ot obedience; for it implies a contradiQii- 
on that a thing ſhould be abſolute and con- 
ditional at the ſame time, and to the ſame 


perſons. 


2, [If this love were abſolute and cter- 
nal to Facob and his Poſterity , they could 
not then have fallen from Gods grace -and 
favour, which we find ſome of them did, 


1 Cor, x,5, Heb, iii. 19, * 
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As therefore the love here mentioned 
cannot ſignifie an EleQion to.cternal life, 
ſo neither can the Hatred denote eternal 
Reprobation. 

I. Becauſe 'tis often taken otherwiſe in 
Scripture, comparatively for a Jeſs degree 
of love, and therefore may admit of a more 
candid interpretation : D:ut,xxi. 15, If 4 
man have two wives, one beloved and ant 
ther bated, i. e, If he have one that he loves 
leſs then the other ; For it being lawful at 
that time to divorce their wives, it would 
ſcarce ever happen, what the text implies, 
if hating were taken properly: for who 
would retain a wite that he really and truly 
hated, when he might put her away, and 
take another which he loved better, So 
Gen.xxviii,z1,When the Lord ſaw that Leah 
was hated, 1,e. as in the precedent verſe , 
lowed with 4 leſs degree of affettion then 
Rachel, After the ſame manner muſt the 
words of Chriſt be expounded in the Go- 
ſpel, Luke xiv. 26. If any man cometh 10 
me, * % ws, and hattth not his Fath:y and 
Mother «xw-wwme j, e, if he live not me 
more then them, he cannot be a true Chri- 
ſtian, 

2. That cannot be the obje& of ſuch an 
eternal and implacable hatred, which hath 
no cauſe of hatred in itz bur Eſau had 
no 
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no cauſe in him, that God ſhould thus hate 
him : Before the children had done good or 
evil, 

Verſ, 16. 3a 3"% 17 vnor7@), id 138igen@ f 
we may here obſerve that they do very 
much miſconſtrue and mifapply the words 
of the Apeſtle , who make this the ſenſe 
of them, as if it were nor art all requiſite 
for obtaining life and eretnal Salvation , 
that we ſhould live well, and diligently at- 
rend to the exerciſe and performance of 
faith and good works: This I ſay , 1s a 
dangerous error and miſtake , and every 
holy man experiences the effeRs of the 
contrary to be moſt true, For 1 Cor. ix, 
24. all Chriſtians are plainly and diſtin- 
ly commanded þizey, to run that they may 
ebtain the heavenly Cecxbciw, and reward of 
their labours ; wiy7+s wir ogh yum all run, 
but one cbtains the prize 5, im mien, [0 
run that je may obtain, So likewiſe Heb. 
X11, IT, — e)* \arworus 7,010 9 Let us 
Tus with patience — And there is the 
ſame reaſon of * 2ix«y, Fob, vii, 17, 
*ay ms Seay 7 Anu durs may , if any man 
will do his will , - be ſhall know of the Do- 
rine And upon this account, in- 
credulous and unbelieving perſons are re- 
prehended for- this very thing that they 


Will no; come unto Chriſt, John v. 409. 
And 
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And Chriſt complains of Feruſalem iy; 


19s Anas 4 uu nItAnours, / would, but ye would 
x#0t, Wherefore when it is ſaid here [ 7: « 
not of him that willeth, nor of him that run- 
meth | we muſt not underſtand it of that 
Will whereby a man would do what God 
commands him : But the ſenſe is this, That 
it is not ſufficient for the acquiſition of Di- 
vine favour and grace, that we ſcek it after 
any ſort ; but it neceſlarily lies upon us, 
and ſtands us in ſtead to endeavour after 
it by that way and means by which God 
hath declared to us it may be acquired, 
And hence the Apoſtle gives an indication 
of the fruitleſs attempts of the Jews in 
contending with ſo much zeal and noiſe 
for the obedience of the Law, when God 
required faith in his Son whom he had ſent 
into the world ofthem,and had openly de- 
clared that men ſhould be accounted righ- 
reous, not by the works of the Law, but by 
the faith of the Goſpel. 

Verſe 18. The word ovngre | hardens | 
is by many miſunderſtood , and therefore 
will need ſome explication : That God 
hardened Pharaoh's heart the Scripture 
teſtifies, but of the manner how it was 
done we are now to enquire. Some Uun- 
derſtand this hardning of the beart to be a 


politive a of God, cither by conveying a 
new 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation. 
new degree of obſtinacy and refraQori- 
neſs into it, or by intending and corrobo- 
rating that which was in it before: Bur this 
is neither agrecable to the purity and fim- 
plicity of the Divine Nature, nor conſen- 
taneous to any Oeconomy which God has 
yet manifeſted tothe World ; for his Ho- 
lineſs is ſuch that he cannot be the cauſe or 
Author of any Impurity or Rebellion , 
which this way of ſolution would certainly 
charge upon him, The Reverend and Lear- 
ned Dr. Hammond in his Annotations up- 
on this place obſerves, That God is not ſaid 
10 harden Pharaoh's heart (although he pre- 
difted it before in Chap. iv. 21. & vii. 3.) 
ll aftey the fixt judgment , and the additi- 
on of a ſpecial warning given him by Mo- 
ſes before that, and then '1is ſaid, Exod. ix. 
12, 4s it were in 4 new ſtyle, The Lord 
hardens Pharaoh's heart: By which com- 
putation of time when God hardned Pha- 
raoh's heart, hethinks it will appear what 
is the proper intimation of hardning, viz. 
The tc1al ſubſtratFion of Gods grace of Re- 
pentance from him, in the ſame manner 4s 
when one u caſt into Hell, which Pharaoh 
at that time had been, had it not been more 
for Gods Glory to continue him alive a while 
in that deſperate , irreverſible condition, 
which ſure was no whit worſe 10 bim,, but 
| : ſ 0me- 
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ſomewhat better and more deſirable , then 
io have been adjndged to thoſe flames all 
that time, But methinks (with ſubmiſſion 
to more excellent judgments) the main of 
this Explication is not ſo ſolid, ſo rational 
and coherent as might be deſired : For, 

x. It may very well be queſtion'd , 
Whether thoſe plagues which were in- 
flicted on him after the immiſſion of the 
ſixt judgment, and conſequently after God 
is ſaid to harden bt heart, were not as e&ffi- 
cacious for his amendment, and fo deſigned 
of God, as any of the former > Thar they 
were ſufficiently conviRive, and of force 
and power enouglr to ſubdue and conquer 
his untamed (pirir, if he would have made 
a right uſe of them, is evident , as well 
from Gods upbraiding the people of 1ſrael 
of increduliry upon this very realon and 
account, thar they refuſed to be wrought 
upon by thoſe many notable miracles and 
{1gns done in the midſt of them, Dewt.xxix, 
2,3, 4.45 from the temporarious penitence, 
and ſuddain ſenlibiliry of his miſcarriage 
which the actual and preſent immiſſion of 
judgment drew from him, Zxod.ix.27,28, 
1have ſinned this time ——— and {o like- 
wiſe Chap. x.16, 17. That thoſe after- 
judgments were alſo intended of God for 
che emendation of this obſtinate King Hoh 
[f 
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Judgment was to humb| 
there was a poſhibility 


the contrary, 


2. It may well be dou 


RK 
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think as clear from the expoltylation of 
Moſes and Aaros with him, Exod, X. 3; 44 
How long wilt thou refuſe 10 hamble thy 
ſelf ? Let my people gy ——- which plainly 
{uppoles, bath that the delignation of the 


e ham z, and. that 
null of reducing, 
him to that pliable and ſequacious temper. 
And if it were otherwilc, theſe andthe like 
menaces and threatnings | If.;hon, +«fuſe.rq 
let my people go, 1 will do thus:an 1146, 5 
104hee | would be wholly ſupervacancous 
and ineffectual ; Nay they wont argue an 
unworthy exproaratton 11 God r 15: ob- 
ſtinate detention of the people, : and. res 
fuſal ro ſubmir to, his will,, wizn. he had 
not ſtrength and power {uthcientco arremps 


bred:, Whethgr otic 
that. Divine. Goodneſs. which is alwayes.7< -y» 
ready to breath. upon the-lealt ſpark-of 

the life of God in every rational .Being'; 

and aſſiſts every good motion and forward: 

nels towards the formation: of -Gods _ 

image in every man, would not likewt 

have been as urgent and efficacious in Pha- 

raob, for the mollifying his obdurate ſpitir 
before.he was taken out of the world, had 

ke rightly and::duly. managed.thoſe,heayy 
puni{hments-in order to. his mckoration., 


f. bo 


Gods Goodneſs Vindicated 
4, e. if he wonld have complyed with the 
will of God. The ſum of all therefore | 
ſeems to be this, Thar Almighty God the | | 
evet-wiſe and benign Creator of all things, | | 
being conſcious to all the affeQions, in- | | 
trigues and hidden receſſes of the ſpirit | | 
of Man, only knows how and when to ap. | . 
ply a ſovetaign remedy ; and like a skil- | | 
ful Chiruvrgion proportions his medica- | | 
ments to the nature and quality of the | | 
| { 

| 


wound , and ſeldom makes uſe of thoſe 
more ungentle wayes of cauterizing and 
excilion, till neceſſity and the preſeryation 
of the whole urge him to it. And even 
in this ſingular inſtance of Pharaoh, we | 
may trace the footſteps of Gods be. | 
nignity and love, as that Holy and Pious | 

Origen. Father excellently well obſerves , vargung! | 

Philocal. 1, em owneig 77 nat, Nd mheirar miuygditu! 

Cape 27. ancoTm !loullys * Sdmieo as 'Atzumnltor , cor! | 
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againſt Abſolute Reprobation, 
% etgiiny Sad mr makes © Ayxns tis Sy wam- 
Err, Wherefore we may well interpret 
this hardning which is attributed to God, 
to conſiſt not in any poſitive a, nor yer 
in the total ſubtraction of his grace : but 
to be an accidental! effet of his kindneſs 
and mercy toward Pharaoh, in removing 
that ſharp and unealie though ſalutary 
diſcipline, which being not carefully and 
rightly made uſe of, became an occaſion 
of a greater hardneſs and obduracy ; As, 
ſaith the Father in the ſame Chapter, when 
a Maſter forbears to puniſh a wicked ſer- 
wvan', he {ayes. 'Ey@ 0 amwkion, x ys Ov 
mwnezy imino, 1 have ſpoiled you , and 1 
have made you wicked, vrw mo Var 7 da. 
 m7& Ti Qtr, octcam Wine f anngmr@ 
76 $ag99, wargtrar diafyoen) TW ellen 
$zezw, 1.C, In like manner thoſe things 
which proceed from Gods brnignity and good- 
neſs, as if they had been the cauſe of Pha- 
raoh's obduracy , dre ſaid to harden his 
heart, And the Philofopher ſpake true 
when he ſaid, 7 d Axirm wi Ifovcr Snlw, mv 
Ty WH T4 Tew7ey xaxay 7) * That it s 
the greateſt evil that piſſibly can befal 4 
Criminal, to be ſuffered 18 continue unpuni- 
ſhed in wickedneſs, 
Verſe 22, ni UliZav igylw ] To ſhew his 
diſpleaſure, i,e, The effeR of his diſplea- 
R 2 ſure, 
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ſure, to puniſh by a notable and exempla- | x 
ry way, as he did Fharach; fo the word p 
is uſed Lake xxi. 23, -— Fer there ſhall be | © 
great diſtreſs im the land, % ipys & md dag | 7 
74nd, 4. e, Puniſhment and Judgment the | y 
effect of Wrath upon this people. $0 like» | ; 
wiſe Rom, lit. 5, Is God wnrighteom, | x 
6 &igiger bs , w ,'who puniſheth or taketh 11 
vengeance ? *o thatthis is far from what | x 
Beza and other Supralapſarians would in- 
ferr, as it this Demonſtration of his anger 
were the prime and ultimate end which 
God propoſcd in the eternal Reprobarion 
of Men, For whar can we imagire more 
inconſiſtent and unſurable with the Di- 
vine Nature, then to be eternally angry | 
with the innocent and undeſerving > And | 
what more contradicts che gracious Re- 
velation of God, whereby he declares him- 
{elf propenſe ro Mercy, and flow to An- 
gct againſt impenitent ſinners, then this 
which makes him cqually diſpleaſed with 
the guiltleſs and criminal > 

IVE K4v ©u mA (akegu a , E f, Suffcred 
with much: patience and longanimity, pu- 
niſhing them nor ſo oft,nor when he might 
jaltly do it : but letting them take as it 
were the reins into their own hands, and 
break through all the fences and hedges 
whereby the Divine Goodneſs ſought to 
reſtrain 
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reſtrain them, into exorbitancy and im- 
piety; and ſo render themſelves more un- 
capable of a mild and gentle Oeconomy, 
This being the genuine ſenſe, we can in no 
wiſe approve of their extravagant con- 
jeture. who take to them(elves the liber- 
ty which they thankleſsly give to God, of 
making their wills and fancies the rule of 
their interpretations and aRions, that this 
mM waregwpir, iS only a bare dry or for- 
bearance of puniſhment complicated and 
conjoyned with a. peremptory purpoſe of 
cternally excruciating and damning thoſe 
who were deſigned ro deſtrution, For 
doubtleſs this longanimity of God contains 
and run; upon the ſuppoſal of antecedent 
Exhorrations, Threatnings and Promiſes, 
as ſo many gracious methods to. reduce 
men to. Repentance ; which cannot with- 
out clear hypocrifie and diffimulation be 
afhirmed of Reprobates in the Supralapſa- 
rin (enſe. 

odn oyis namgnouka tis anwenc, V. eſſels 
of wrath fitted for deſtruttion ] Here the 


Supralapſarians endeavour to render wrg- 


, . > [ 
24% by Creari * , whereby they would 4 Ve 
obtrude that God creates men weſſels of *** 


wrath on purpoſe to deſtroy them, with- 
out any conſideration had to any qualib- 
cations whatever 3 which being a Doctrine 


R 3 {0 
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{o abſurd and unbecoming the Majeſty of 
an Al-wiſe and good God, it will be con- 
futation enough to any rational perſon to 
rehearſe it. =«4» x274;77:412 therefore is an 
Hebraiſme; for there being but few verbals 
inthe Hebrew tongue, a Particle 1s uſed 
for a Verbal, and fignifies no more then 
fit or ready. as Luke vi, 40, The Diſciple 
not above his Maſter s x4menswr 5 ms, but 
every one that us perf«ft, ſhall be as hu 
Maſter, For the Hebrew p22 which fig- 
nifies fit, and is uſually rendred by ins, 
comes from the Verb p23, which ſometimes 
15 rendred by #n:dZ , and ſomerimes by 
xprize, Pal, Ixviii. 10. & Ixxiv. 16, & 
Ixxxix, 38. By weſſels of wrath, then are 
meant men who by their own voluntary and 
heynous tranſgreſſions become fo tar liable 
to Gods judgment , that his wrath may 
without any appearance of injuſtice be 
poured on them, as veſſcls fit for no other 
uſe; and the adapration or fitting of them + - 
for a ſevere deſtruction,muſt be attributed 

to themſelves, and to the inflexibleneſs of 

their irreclaimable diſpoſitions. Thus men 

are ſaid in Scripture wmpriCov fnvris &5 om: 

aus, 10 fit themſelves to deſtruttion, in the 

ſame ſenſe as they are ſaid t8 wrong their 

own ſouls, and ts love death, Prov. viii. 36, 

70 judge themſelves unworthy of dat” 

ife, | 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation, 239 
life, Ats xiii..46. To reject or render in-+ 
effecual the Counſel of God againſt them- 
ſelves, Luke vii. 30, Not that they do di- 
realy and Py intend any ſuch, 
thing : bur becauſe they eammit and at 
thoſe things , which do eirher narurally, or 
by virtue of. the Divine command, pro 
duce ſuch an event and conſequence. In 
like manner, on the contrary, Men are faid 

to work out their Salvaidton , Phil. it. ra, 
To ſave themſelves, 1 Tim. iv./16; To ſave 
their own ſouls:, Luke ix. 24: becauſe they 
a& and, ptoſecute-thoſe things. which have .__ 
an indiſputable tendency'to {uch a deſired 
end, \_Q- hone. of | 


For a Coneleſiqp of this whole Diſcourſe, 
I (hall bricfly examine theſe two follows 
ing Illations and DeduRians of the Contr a- 
Remonſtrants, from the Dorine of Abſo- 
lute and IrreſpeRive Decrees. 

I, That none can be 4 true believer oy 
ſincere Chriſtian , who knows not when nor 
how he was regenerated and born again by 
the Spirit; that is, ( to ſpeak in their lan- 
guage ) who cannot tell when he felt the 
mighty and efficacious power of the Divine 
Spirit daſhing aſander his ſtrong heart, and 
gathering up the broken ſhivers, and uni- 
ting them together , andchanging them into 
R 4 8 heart 
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+ hrart of oficflry "and 1nfuſtng- new qualities 
i980 the will,an4 vaiſing the whole man from 
diathtodoft; 'vee NI, and NH; Canons of 
<e:Dort;>ynod, De hbrngi Ebrrupt.c C08- 
4irs (| ad Den) 3 i RAT, 
10 24 'Thar.ce very: man 'who' by thoſe wvi- 
denoes > framraax marks of Trae Belitvtts 
preſcribedigs voeony tan collef# himſelf tube 
[ach 311hat&, yr dn a fare of GYdtt and 
Sal11a1ihn hay aſſureally believe,that he ſha 
2o-the laſh Periag of his life , remain'avd 
pones awe :a Tovige member. of rhe Cathotith 
Clutch, and yntuubredty partake of. euer- 
befting bliſs unde terg. Attic; FX; and XN, of 
the Dort Synod, De Perſcueraniia 3uns 
fForum. 

-Againfi the firſt of theſe ] ſhall lay down 
cheſt Conclufons ©ome ve! (ed 

- v1" Dhathe gwrcueand finecre Believer, 
whorbath zohisvtmoſt endeavours fo mor- 
tified and ſutatnedthe” body” 6f fin ; that 
be wiliagiy-4arbours no -vice, Hor takes 
any.complacyney- in the fmpure notions 
of «he: bruvifh' life-:- but &Ffrough a fixed 
belief a6 chic Goodneſs oft' God diſplayed 
unto mankind thronghirhe Lord Chriſt, 
reſolutely. preffes forward t& higher tnea- 
1uwes.md degrees of Chriſtian 'perfeRion , 
-and \mmce{fanrly- breaths after a fuller par- 
*IGpation.-of the Divine Nature, Such a 
(EY Þ man 
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man look -upon to be truly regenerate-and 
bor anew: of the Spirit of God, and to be 
affe&ted, according to his proportion, - as 
Chriſt himſclf was affected, when he dwelt 
on <arth, and” converſed-with men, : And 
though rhis 'Divine life, - diſpread and ma- 
aife(t-irſelf by ſucceſſive ads, and ſhine 
not ſofull and'bright as wher it-isnear at's 
Center : yet ix'is as truly a God-like Na- 
ture, as an” Infant is a Man , though he:be 
not (0 in grown and ſtamre.: It 4s nothin 
burour felftwill which ftands out again 
heaven, and keeps ſuch an impregnable-forr 
againſt che grace of God; - and whoever-is 
truly dcad'to- #t, and reccives the ;gehtle 
impreſſions of the 'Divine' Spirit into-this 
ſoul, and a&sicotreſponcently to ſor holy 
a principle;he-is certainly 1n the: Land of 
Life and Truth, and partakes of tharble(- 
ſed Nature, which cannor-reſt: among the 
duſt and rubbiſh of this tower World : bar 
{cparates whatever-is heterogeneous' in 
.che foul of man, and by perpetual ' and 
ſucceſsful- attempts, reſtores again thoſe 
Divine: forms which ſhone gloriouſly. in 
. hamane minds before their unfortunate re- 
ceſtion and retrogradation from the lucid 
fountain of their everlaſting joy and bap- 
pinelſs, 


2, The 
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2. The firſt aRings of Grace in ſuch a 
Man as I have above deſcribed, are al. 
together undiſcernible and imperceprible, 
being nothing elſe bur the preparatory 
Exertions of that Almighty Goodnels, the 
Source and Father of all things, for the fit 
ting and adapting, Men to receive the Di- 
vine Image and Form of the Holy Jeſus, 
according to the words of the Lord Chriſt, 
Fohn vi. 44, No man can come unto me, ex- 
cept the Father which hath ſent me draw 
him : -and-in this the Nature of Man is 
wholly paſſive z and the only thing per- 
eaining\ to him is to ſee that he do nor 
obſtru& 'and hinder the progreſs of that 
efficacious Love , by a cowardly ſubmil- 
ſion to the importunate motions of iniqui- 
ty and unhallowed actions. Now the et- 
fluxes and operations of this Vital Prin- 
ciple, are coeval with the firſt aQtings of 
Reaſon and diſcriminative Perception, and 
extend themſelves according to the dimen- 
ſions of the intelleual Powers : but no 
ena is -any more conſcious of it's energy , 
then of the growth of his bones ;_ for fo 
he that made the Nature of man and 
knows his frame, hath told us, Luke xvii. 
20, The Kingdom of God , cometh not with 
obſervation : And Mark iv. 26, 27. So & 
the Kingdom of God, as if a man fhould 

ca 
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caſt ſeed into the ground, and ſhould ſleep, 
and riſe nizht and day, and the ſeed ſhould 
ſpring and grow up, he knoweth not how. 


And when men are born again * angzs ; Per, i. 


422973, of that incorruptible ſeed , ſown in 23. 
their hearts by the Eternal T*«gy/s ( as 
Chriſt calls his Father, Fobn xv, 1.) it 
breaks throngh the clods and ſprings up, 
being cheriſhed by the dew of heaven, and 
the warmth of that immortal fire which 
paſſerh through the intelleual world, and 
melrs and refines every lapſed Being from 
the contracted filth of material concretions; 
and no man can ſay, Lohere I was caughe 
by the breath of God, or lo there was my 


reſurreQion from the comfortleſs eg 
wfrh Toh. ii. 


ſin and death 3 For as the wind' blo 
where it liſteth, and thou heareſt the ſounds. 
thereof, but canſt nor tell whence i cometh, 
and whither it geeth : ſo u every one that is 
born of the Spirit, But this | would have 
underſtood of the ordinary way of Gods 
diſpenſing his Grace, and not of that ſu- 
pernatural manner whereby he conver- 
ted Saul, caſting him down to the Earth 
by a voice from heaven , nor of the diffu- 
ſion of the Spirit to the Heathens when firſt 
converted to the faith : For ſuch ( as alſo 
notorious and groſs finners) may have 
ſome ſenſibiliry of Divine Vegetation, and 


appre- 
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apprehenſion of ſome external circumſtan. 
ces attending the. New-birth unto righte- 
ouſneſs, But for thoſe who are born and 
educated under Chriſtian Parents, our 
Church hath excellently well determined 
in the ſcrvice and office of Baptiſme, That 
they are Regenerated and born again , not 
only of Water, but of the Spirit, by which 
their Natures are Santtified ; as we. read 
of- the Prophet Feremy, and Fohn the 
Baptiſt, who recetved the ſpirit of holineſs, 
and were hallowed from their Mothers 


worhs; and for any man .to enquire of 


ſuch, or for them curiouſly to ſearch after 
ſome pretcrnatural ſtirrings and motions of 
the Djvine Spirit in their ſouls, by which 
to diſcern the firſt dawoings of the grace 
of God upon them, is as impertinent as it 
would be to demand of them when firft 
they hcard or perccived the nutrition and 
augmentation of the parts of their Natural 
bodics. 

3. The uſual way and method by which 
the firſt diſſeminators of the Goſpel im- 
planted and begort the image of Chriſt in 
the minds of men was, by exhorting them 
in the firſt place, to the plain and obvious 
duties and exerciſes of Morality, ſuch as 
kaſtice and Equity, Temperance and 
Chalticy , great love and compaſſion to- 
wards 
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wards all men, relieving and comforting 
the neceſfirous and calamirous according 
to their ſeveral wants and indigencies, and 
ſuch like a&s of Virtue and Reaſon, which 
are the preparatory qualifications for the 
introducing the Divine Spirit to attempt 
the formation of the living Image of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and between theſe and the Divine 
life, there is the ſame cognation as between 
the blade and the full-car'd corn. For it is 
utterly impoſſible to conceive the life of 
God without them, or ro imagine that he 
can be really Baptiz'd into the life and 
ſpirit of Jeſus, who is unjuſt to his Neigh- 
bour, and unpitiful and contemprive of the 
compaſſionate needs and ſighs of his poor 
Brother, It is ſufficiently ſeen, and the ſad 
experience of every man will declire it to 
him, how deplorably Apoſtate our Na- 
tures are, when we firft come into the 
World ; and how vitjouſly inclined our 
fouls when they begin roexert themſelves 
in a&ts of Reaſon and Inrelle&: fo thar 
they appear almoſt breathleſs and inactive 
to the concerns of Immortality, or what- 
cver offers to better their condition , and 
pull them out of the mire and clay wherein 
their fcer are held. And to think that God 
will forcibly draw them our, and hale chem 
like unwilling captives into a (tateto _ 
they 
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they have no cognation or vital congruity 


awakened in them ; beſide that it is de- - 


rogatory to his ſpotleſs and pure Nature, 
it i5 likewiſe inconſiſtent withthe nature of 
the thing it ſelf, conſidering mens minds ſo 
vitiated, and totally diſcompoſed by a long 
and aſſfiduous inflexion and diſtortion to 
degenerate Vice, For Divine generations 
as well as Natural, require a {urable pro- 
portionateneſs, and as every matter is riot 
capable of conciliating and uniting with 
every formative principle: ſo neither is 
every temper of humane ſouls congru- 
ouſly diſpoſed for the ination of that Di- 
vine Spirit, which never falls tro work, 
bur where the ſubje& is rendred plyable 
and ſequacious by timely preparationsand 
fir diſpoſitions and capacities, And if it 
were otherwiſe, that mcer Power, or the 
Naked Preſence of the Divine Eflence 
diſpreading it ſelf through the whole Crea- 
tion, were ſufficient to give us any hope- 
ful expeRation of our Spiritual Regene- 
ration by it, without any precedent aſſimi- 
lation or fitting diſpoſitions, I do not ſee 
how this boundleſs and compaſſonate 
Goodneſs can behold the World in fo 
ſad and miſerable a plight, the whole 
Earth being filled wich Violence, and the 
Habitations of cruelty and Cpptemos, 
an 
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and mens ſpirits ſo degenerated , that ſa- 
ving their outward (hape,and a little more 
cunning and craft in contriving and exe- 
cuting ſelf-deſigns and intereſts, they are 
hardly diſtinguiſhable from the Beaſts 
of the field; I do not ſee (1 ſay ) how 
that Love, which is the inmoſt centre of 
the Deity, and from whence flow all 
the perfeive irradiations of his bleſſed 
Nature, can behold the ſons of men 
ſo unlike himſelf, and yet not reform 
and change them , ſince the buſineſs lies 
wholly upon the exertion of his Almighty 
Power. But we finding no ſuch thing , 
we may confidently averr, that there are 
ſome precedaneous qualifications requi- 
red to the perteion of the Divine birthy 
and theſe can be no other then Juſtice 
and Righteouſneſs, purity and abſtragted 
affeions from Mundane forms, Chaſtity 


*and moderation of bodily pleaſures, and 


a dear and tender regard of the whole 
Creation, Which things have fo near an 
aftinity with the Divine life , that the 
one neceſſarily inferres the preſence and 
exiſtence of the other , theſe requilites 
being the baſis and foundation upon * 
which the heavenly building is framed:now 


as in the ſtruQure of the material Tem- r King. 
ple there was weither ſound of ax nor ham- vi, 7. 


mer z 


237 


238 


Gods Goodneſs Vindicated 


mer'; in like manner that heavenly edi- 
fice 'which the Erernal Archice& endea- 
vours to ere in the ſoul of every man, is 
compleated - and perfe&ted without any 
ſound or noiſe , the Holy Jeſus neither 
crying nor lifring up his voice in the 
ſttcets, to give ' a ſign of his approach 
when he renews and forms his image in 
the ſons of men. For that image which 
God ſhapes our in our Natures, is 'not 
any thing differene and diſtin& from our 
moral and inherent Righteouſneſs , or any 
new infuſed quality 3 but the exaltati- 
on and freeing of that principle which 
chough weak and depreſſed by a load of 
corraprion ; yet being immortal and in- 
corruptible, bears a Divine ſtamp , and 
exerts it (elf in a&s of Sobriety , [uſtice 
and Goodneſs, and -being aſſiſted and 
corroborated by the powertul conduct of 
the Spirit. of ' God, ſucceſſively diſplayes 
it ſelf, and continually ariſes tro greater 
meaſures, till the living efformation of 
Chriſt be pertc&ly compleared. An inſtance 
of this we have in Cornelius, Atts x. and 
the more devout and religious Hearhens, 
in whom the life of God was: in a-good 
meaſure radicated; and difcovercd it felt 
in his frequent Prayers and' Charitable 
actions ; who when he was renewed and 
| ſanRifted 


| 
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ſanRified by the gracious illapſe and de- 
ſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, was not deveſted 
of thoſe Moral accompliſhments of his 
Nature, or endued with any thing dift- 
ferent from them 5 bur his Righteouſneſs 
and perfeRions of his mind were increa- 
ſed and ſublimated, and fitted for. the 
relliſhing ſuch delicate and tender impreſ- 
ſions: which things being ſcrioufly conft- 
dered;it cannot be thar any one thould per- 
ceive the beginning, or determine the time 
of the vegetation and increale of the Divine 
Image and Nature, 


2, The ſecondillation which concludes 
the infallible certainty of his Perfeve- 
rance who is once in a ſtare of Grace, 
and colle&s himſelf ro be under the im- 
mutable decree of life by thoſe Chara- 
Qeriſticks delivered from the mouth of 
no. mean Di&ator of that pleaſing Do- 
Qrinez as it is deſttucive of Piety and 
caſts a. malevolent aſpect upon true Re- 
ligion and Virtue: fo it hath not the 
leaſt print or footſtep in the Holy Scti- 
ptures, nor can alledge any thing but 
fancy and the prejudice of impotent affe- 
Qions to maintain it's credirin the world, 
as will appcar from theſe ſubſequent Pro- 


politions, G 
$ I, That 


239 


240 Gods Goodneſs Vindicated 


I. That the Decrees of God, whether 
of life or death, look upon men according 
ro the exigency and import of their preſcnr 
ſtares and conditions, not of their poten- 
tial or future Beings. As ſuppoſe God 
foreſce and diſcern, that this man righreous 
at preſent, will hercafter forſake his righ- 
teouſneſs, and apoſtatize from the holy 
Commandement and do wickedly ; yet ſo 
long as he continues righteous, he is under 
the favourable eye of Heaven, and is trea- 
red as one Whoſe name is written in the 
Book of Life. Whoſoewer doth righteouſneſs, 
i righteous : but he that committeth ſin, us 
of the Devil 1 Joh. iii, 7, $8. And 
more gy yet , The righteouſneſs of the 


righteous, ſhall not deliver him in the day 
of bis tranſgreſfion : as for the wickedneſs 
of the wicked , he ſhall ni fall thereby in 
the day that he turneth from hu wicked- 
weſs Ezck. xxxiii. 12, 13, 14, 15, 
The reſult of theſe places is this, T har par- 
ticular men, or the perſons of men, from 
time to time, come under the Eternal De- 
crees of Love or Hatred, according to 
their aftual and preſent ſtare of righteoul- 
neſs or unrighrtcouſneſs. For it God de- 
creed lite and death upon the confiderati- 
on of future fin and holineſs, he may as 
well decree a reward and puniſhment re- 
ſpeRively 


ſpectively for that which men would have 
been engaged in, had they lived in this 
World to all cternity ; which direQly con- 
tradicts that Scripture wherein we are ſaid 
to giye an account for the things which we 
have already done, not which we ſhould 
have done , had we' continued longer in 
the body. And hence it is that the righ- 
teous man , who is now in the love and 
favour of God, being hardned again 
through his own negligence and the de- 
ceirfulneſs of fin , may relapſe into that 
ſtare, which the Decree of death takes 
hold of: and of ſuch a man is that of 
St. Peter to be underſtood, 2 Peter it. 21. 
It had been better for ſuch 4 man mot 
to bave known the way ef righteouſneſs, then 
after he hath known it, to turn from the 
holy commandment delivered to bim, And 
when the righteous man degenerates from 
his former faith, and the enemy takes ad- 
vantage and oppreſles the Divine life 
through his careleſſneſs and folly, God 
charges all his paſt fins upon him, and 
recals his ;aftification whereby he was 
before eſteemed as righteous in his fight ; 
which is intimated in the Parable Marth.. 
xViti, where he that had the debt forgiven 
him, becauſe he dealr ſo harſhly and un- 
gently with his Fellow-ſervant, was again 
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called in queſtion, ayd the whole ſumme 
charged upon him z and Chriſt applies ir 
to our preſent purpole, verſe 35, So like- 
wiſe ſhall my heavenly Father do alſo unto 
you, if ye from your bearts forgive not every 
ene hi Brother their treſpaſſes, For we 
muſt know that God pardons our iniquitics 
by parts; and as we grow in Virtue and 
Holineſs, ſo his diſpleaſure decreaſes and 
is taken off, and he that is juſtified becomes 
Jet more juſtified, and walks in the light, 
and the breath of God enkindlesthe hea- 
venly fire,and fans it into flames andardors, 
and ſo long the man is fate: bur it he re- 
turn to folly, the anger ,of God is renewed 
asatthe beginning, andthe laſt ſtate of that 
mans IE thea the firſt. 

2. Thattrue and real Believers may re- 
laple, and be confined and brought in 
bondage to the ſtrait and narrow laws of 
their own {clf-wills, and fall from the life 
of God, and become ſettled and radicated 
ina life of ſelt-ſecking, and guided by the 
parſimonious principles of Pleaſure and In- 
terclt,is rhe' voice of Scripture and Reaſon; 
the former of which palpably and undenia- 
bly concludes and determines the calc 
Heb. x.38, 39. Now the juſt ſhall live by 
faith t £14 Gmreian,) , but if he ( not an) 
243, a5 our Tranflation improperly ſup- 
| plies 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation. 
plies it) 4, e, IxzF, the juſt man, who be- 
fore is ſaid, ro live by bis faith ; if he draw 
back,Gods ſont ſhall have no pleaſure in bim : 
and what this drawing back is, we may 
colle& from the ſubſequent words, But we 
are wot of them who draw back unto perdi- 
1101 So again, Heb. vi. 4,5, 6. For 
it is impoſſible (4. e, very difficult and hard) 
for the am} tunS$17%, thoſe who were once 
enlightned (i.e, Baptized 3 for Baptiſm was 
called by che Ancients g4nue, illumination) 
and hve taſted of the heavenly gift , and 
were made partakers of the holy Ghoſt , 
and have taſted the good word of God, 
and the Powers of the world to come; if 
if they fhall fall away, to revew them again 
to repentance, ſeeing they crucifie ro them- 
ſelves the Son of God afreſh, and put bim 
10 an open ſhame, And if this were to 
be underſtood of Hypocrites, what need 
the expreſſion Of a2.iy areyurilar ds vert voran? 
For unto what ſhould they be renewed and 
reinſtated , their former condition being 
in it felt {o deep an unregeneracy ? and 
from what is it they do Tzgmwer, fall away, 
when their diſtempered natures were never 
recovered by the pratice of any real and 
ſubſtantial holineſs > Wherefore this muſt 
neceſſarily be meant of thoſe who had in 
a £00d meaſure ſubdued the morions of the 
S 3 inferior 
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inferior life, and lefe # # «yxis 7# yas? 
a5», the principles and rudiments of Chri- 
Rianity, and were arifing &@ 7 mw«imm, 
to perfeftion. For the taſting the heaven- 
ly gift, and the good word of God, and the 
powers of the world to come , are no more 
to be underſtood of a {light rouch and tran- 
fient perception,then the {ame phraſe when 
it is uſed ofthe Lord Chriſt, that he aſted 
death for every man, Chap. ii. 9. But that 
as he did really feel and expericnce the ct- 
tes of death conquering his morral life 
{o theſe here ſpoken of, did truly relliſh 
and apprehend the ſweetneſs of Chriſtianity 
from a clear Giſcriminating ſenſe of it's 
native exccllency, and felt the Divine 
$piric deſtroying the irregular appetites of 
the inferior life, and ſanctifying their Na- 
tures by a bleſſed inhabitation. To theſe 
we may add, Ezch. xviii, 24. But when 
the righteous turn:th away from his righ- 
reouſneſs, and cemmirteth Iniquity , and 
doth according 10 a! the abominations that 
the wicked max d1th, ſhall he live> All bs 
Righteouſneſs that he hath done ſhall nat 
be ment'oned — What can be more 
maniteſt than this, if men would clear up 
their apprehenſions and look upon things 
as things, and not content themſelves with 
bare names and ſhadows? For that thc 
' righteom 


righteows man inthe Text, ſhould ſignifie 
an Hypocrite, and one feemingly righte- 
ous, is the moſt diſtorted gloſs that can be 
put upon it : 

I, Becauſe the righteous is here oppo- 
ſed to the wicked perſen: bur if it were to 
be expounded of one ſeemingly righteous, 
who is ſo much worſe then an open pro- 
fane perſon, in that he acts impiety under 
the cover of Religion, the words muſt run 
thus, Whep the rightcows man (4.e, the 
Hypocrite) turns away from his Hypocrifie, 
and a'ts according 10 the abominations 0 
the wicked man : and if by the [righteoms 
be meant an Hypocrite , what is to be un- 
deritood by the [ wicked ] to which 'tis 
oppoled >? 

2, This righteous man, is (aid to live 
by his righteouſneſs : bur the Scripture no 
where (ayes , That the Hypocrite ſhall live 
by bs counterfeit holiraſs ; bur direRly the 
contrary, The hope of the Hypocrite ſhall pe- 
7iſh. And I mult confeſs, I do not art all 
underſtand the intent and purpoſe of God 
in inſerting ſo many Cautions and Exhor- 


tations. to VVatchfulneſs and lis 


Igence in 
the Goſpel, if there be no poſhbility- of a 
true Believer's deſertion of the Faith ; 
which queſtionleſs the Illukrious Compi- 
lers of che Church of Eagland's Confefli- 
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on of Faith had an eye to, when in Artic. 
xvi, they expreſs themſelves thus, Afrer 
we have received the Holy Ghoſt, we may 
depart from the grace given to us, and fall 
?nto (in : and this is the dictate of Reaſon 
for Habits as they are acquired by affiduous 
and repeated acts, ſo they may likewiſe be 
loſt by inobſervance and neglizence, accor- 
ding to that of the Poct : 


Neeledtis urenda filex inn:(citur agrts, 


For the ſoul of man being a perpetual mo- 
tion and activity, will be alwaycs carch- 
ing at ſomething, and if once it cool and 
Aag in the wayes of Righteouſneſs , will 
undoubtedly be wrought off, and ſpend it's 
ſtrenzth and powers in the ſervice of that 
other princip!e , which being not wholly 
mortified, will certainly revive and con- 
firm it's hoid, when the Counſe!s and In- 
ſpirations of the Divine lite are in any 
meaſure rejected, and it left free ro regain 
the Dominion from whence ir was moſt 
juſtly, by rhe powerfu! and efficacious in- 
fluence of Gods grace, detruded. And he 
that ſhall further confider that long and 
confirmed degeneracy the foul lay under, 
before a new and Divine principle began 
!'0 att in it, and how azrceable che ob- 
jeas 


jets and imprefſions of ſenſe are to be our 
preſent ſtate, and how eligible by us, will 
perceive that the Nature of Man may oft 
be overcome, and the Divine life driven 
from it's rightful throne, till by a ſharpand 
perſevering contention ir be throughly 
ſettled and radicated in 4 quiet peace and 
tranquillity by putting all it's enemies un- 
der it's feet. | 

But for a more clear inſpeRion into this 
Dodrine of Perſeverance , we muſt re- 
curr to what was ſaid above Chap, V. 
concerning the Liberty of Mans Will, and 
conſider all true and fincere Believers 
under a threefold ſtate z for the Divine 
life ariſes gradually, and increaſes in due 
meaſures and proportions , till it arrive to 
2 full and compleat perfeRion, and inveſt 
the ſoul of man with immortality and 
olory. 

1. The Scripture ſpeaks of the vm? , 
Infants , and agny'ms fon, New-born 
babes, who are fed with the Milk of the 
Word, with the plain Dodtrines and Prin- 
ciples of Chriſtianity , their Criterion be- 
ing not yer purged enough to have a 
true ſenſe and relliſh of ſtronger mear, 
and the more ſublime and Myſterious 
part of Chriſtianity : And theſe are thoſe 
Lambs which the Lord Chriſt the grear 
Shep- 
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Shepherd , when he was leaving the 
VVorld, fo affetionately bequeathed tg 
the care and condudt of St, Peter, re- 
doubling his requeſt in thoſe paſſionate 
terms, Feed my Lambs. And this is the 
ſenſe of that Myſtical Prophecy denoting 
the compaſſionate care of Chriſt, Gathe- 
ring the Lambs with his arme, and carry- 
ing themin his beſom, and gently leading 
thoſe that are with young, who are preg- 
nant with the Divine form and Image of 
che Holy Jeſus. From this infant-ſtare of 
Grace the deſcent is caſie, by reaſon of the 
ſtrength and powerfulneſs of the adverſe 
principle, which hath taken ſo firm and 
deep a radication , and watches all op- 
portunities to propazate and diſpread it's 
infectious Nature ; that the man is perpe- 
eually within the confines of danger , rill 
by ſtrong and continued habits of Virtue, 
he have totally mortifi-d and extirpared 
every luſt, paſſion and inordinare defire 
which hinders and obſtrucgs his paſlage 
to that quict and ſerene ſtate, where all 
things arc plain, cafie and delightſome: 
Hence is that admonition of St, Paz! to 


?, Timothy , that he (uffer not + r5gu]er , 4 
.6, Novice, one newly converted and brought 


into the faith of Chriſt, to take upon him 
the office cf a Biſhop 3 becauſe thar hou 
0 
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of Grace is ſubje to infinite hazards and 
dangers .by reaſon of the potenr oppo- 
ſition of the contrary life , and the pre- 
valency of the Corporeal Nature, which 
till it be perfe&tly ſubdued, will alwayes 
breath a fuliginous ſteam, and more or leſs 
obnubilate Reaſon, the eye and guide of 
the ſoul. 

2, There are veariow:, young men which 
have overcome the wicked one , and which 
have in a great meaſure brought low 
and weakned the power of the unrighteous 
Nature ; ſuch who are 7a», perfect men, 
and through a faithful and conſtant exer- 
ciſe and uninterrupted habit of Holineſs , 
have a true diſcriminating ſenſe of good 
and evil, and have purified and ſublima- 
red their intelleual powers , by an aflt- 
duous mortification and eradication of 
every perverſe deſire and motion of the 
inferior life. To theſe well-grown Chri- 
ſtians true Religion diſplayes ir ſelf, and 
appears in it's native beauty and excellen- 
cy, and they embrace it with delight and 
30y; and looking beyond the Horizon of 
time and change, behold nothing but a 
bright and never-ceaſing day: and this 
fills them with a peaceful conſolation, that 
the juſt Judge of Heaven and Earth will 
not fail to crown his own life with that 
glory 
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glory and feliciry which he himſelf par- 
takes of inthe higheſt heavens, But though 
this ſtate be {0 glorious and lovely ; yetit 
is not wholly out ofthe reach of danger, but 
needs ofren admonitions, and great dili- 
gence, accompanied with frequent aCts of 
Devotion, which may fan and kindle the 
heavenly fire, leſt the dying and periſhing 
principle of the contrary life revive and 
get the upper hand. This degree of grace, 
although it be able to overcome many and 
great difficulties, and defear the latent ſtra- 
ragems of powerful enemies; yet it is 
ſometimes , though not ſo ecafily or fre- 
quently as the former, captivated by the 
undiſcerned force of Pride or Hypocrifie 
or {ome othcr refined fin, For it may fo 
happen, that a good man, who cannot be 
draivn to the commiſſion or ating of a 
grois impicty by any temptations in the 
world ; yer may fall through the prevalen- 
cy of an inte}leual Vice, and court the 
ſhadow and fantaſtick image of fin, and 
vet never deſcend into the brutith and 
terine life of action, 

2, There are m7i3*, Fathers, who arc 
arrived to the higheſt perte&ion the nature 
of Man is capable of in this life, and theſe 
a Platoniſt would call Hereically Good, al- 
thov2h this Divine frame and God-like 
temper 
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temper be, infinitely more precious and 
tranſcendent, then the higheſt reach and 
comprehenſion of pure Platoniſme , and 
not attainable by the exerciſe 5 apr pg 
{ryuenedr,of Paradigmatical Virtues, which 
wholly extirpared the firſt motions of fin, 
and did in their ſenſe 29:99, Deifie a man, 
and transform them into Intelle& , and 
place him our of the noile and perturbati- 
ons of the inferior life , in a quiet and 
{crene contemplation of the firſt and ever- 
bleſſed Author of all things, Here the 
whole will and defires are ſo farr confor- 
mable and reſigned to the Will of God, as 
the ordinary courſe of things and the earth- 
ly (tate will permit, and the Man is per- 
fe&ly dead ro himſelf, and to every relliſh 
of bodily motions, and the life of God tri- 
umphantly ſeared in the mind, from whence 
it rules,and governs every thought, word 
and ation with unſpeakable eaſe and plea- 
ſure, and repleniſhesthe ſoul with a confi 
dent and ſtedfaſt belief of her future hap- 
pinefs and immortality z and though for the 
preſent ſhe be cloth'd and entomb'd in an 
earthly body, yet is ſhe wholly and per- 
fketly Divine, bearing about with her the 
regenerated charaQters and impreſſes of the 
bleſſed Image of the Son of God, an indif- 
ſoluble union with whom ſhe inceſlantly 
breaths 
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breaths after, and being thus «is dmris , , 
mortal God, ſhe is no ſooner diſengag'd and 
ſet free by the Divine Providence from 
the weight and burden of terreſtrial encum- 
brance : bur ſhe paſles ſecure through the 
caliginous fumes of this lower world, into 
the flowry traQs of bliſs and glory, And 
from this ſtate there is only left a poſſibility 
of lapſing, the Divine Life being ſo fully 
and compleatly ſettled , and repoſleſſed 
of it's ancient throne, that it will, mangre 
all the oppoſition of the Powers of dark- 
neſs, undoubtedly inſtare the ſoul in all that 
happineſs God made her for. 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation. 


Some 


REFLECTIONS 


On a late Diſcourſe of 


Mr, PARKRERS, 


Concerning 


The Divine Dominion and Goodneſs. 


Should now have concluded this Di- 

{ſcourſe; but that I thought my ſelf ob- 
liged to take notice of ſome Pofitions of 
this Ingenious Author, which ſeem to in- 
terfere and claſh with what I have writteg, 
In purſuance of which, I ſhall lay down 
theſe ſubſequent Axiomes,or Moral Traths, 
which will need no Probation, but appear 
full of their own natural Light and Evi- 
dence to any ſober and unprejudic'd mind ; 
and by them I (hal examine the mainthings 
contained in his Diſcourſe, 


Axiome 
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Axiome 1. 


That there s ſomething immutably and 
Eternally Good, 


Hat I mean by Moral Good and 

Evil, I have declared elſewhere; 
and therefore ſhall only in brief add, Thar 
Moral Goodneſs isnothing ' but an agree- 
ablencſs, harmony or convenience ; ſo 
that things are then Morally Good, when 
they correſpend and unite with the inward 
ſenſe of our ſouls, that is, with our Intel- 
leual or Rational Natures: which con- | 
oruity when we feel in our ſelves we call | 
thoſe things good. And whatever is really 
and truly Good,is immutably and eternally 
ſo, not made ſo by any poſitive adticd 
command : bur the reſulr of Gods own 
Moral Being , which he can no more 
{warve from, then deſtroy himſelf, This is 
called az Eternal Law, and is nothing but 
Right Reaſon ; whence God, being the 
higheſt Reaſon, he is called by Ariſtotle, 
de Mundo, Cap, 6, Nip diNG& t innuwis' 
And Tully, Phil. 1. ſayes, Lex nibil alius 
eſt quam recta & 4 numine Deorum ratio, 
imperans honeſfta , probibenſque contraris. 
And by this there is an affinity deponns | 

0 


a2anſt Abſolute Reprobation: 
God and all his -Iatcllectual productions, 
foraſmuch as Right Reaſon is the ſame in 
us aS in him, (and T»ly intimates Z:b, r, 
de legibus ) it is that Ercrnal Law which 
is common to Gods and Men, and begets 
the {imilitude berween God and them: 
nid eſt enim, non dicam in himine, ſed 11 
ompi calo atque terra, Ratione diutnius ? 
que cum adolevit atque perfedta oft, 'no- - 
minatar rite Sapieniia. Eſt tgttur ('quonits 
am nihil eſt ratione melius , eaque «ſt_ in 
homine & in Deo ) prima homint cum 
Deo Rationis ſocietas, Que cum ſit lex , 
lege quoque conſociati homines cum Diis 
putandi ſumus, This harmony therefore 
and agreeableneſs of Moral Objedts to our 
Intelle&ual parts,is antecedent to the things 
themſelves, {o that they are not good be 
cauſe God for example commands them, 
but rherefore they are injoyned , becauſe 
there is an innate Goodneſs in them. As, 
that a Triangle hath three Angles I learn 
indeed from ſenſe,but more perfectly from 
that innate 7dza which I kave in my own 
mind, which would certainly - have cons 
cluded {o; though it had gever” been the 
objec of my ſenſes, 
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Axiome IT. 


That of that which is good, one is better 
then another, 


His is evident from the difference and 

gradual declenſion of lives fromthe 
firſt root and center of all Beings, There 
is no life ſo languid and unadtive, but 
ought to be reckoned among thoſe things 
that are good-; becauſe Being {1mply con- 
ſidered, is better and more deſirable then 
not Being , although the more noble any 
Being is, ſo much the. better it is accoun- 
ted, And as there is this difference in re- 
ſpect of Beings themſelves ; fo likewiſe in 
reference to their felicity, both in regard 
of it's magnitude and duration : Thus the 
felicity of men is better then that of Brute 
Animals : for the Happineſs of any creature 
confiſts in the free enjoyment and exerciſe 
of it's nathral faculties and endowments, 
and the larger and more comprehenſive the 
the faculties and capacities of any Being 
arc, the greater is it's felicity. As-to durati- 
on,that 2 longer is better than a ſhorter Du- 
ration , it is ſo palpable that it needs no 
further mentioning. And this rule holds 
good in Moral qualities and aftcRions: 
Power 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation, 
Power it ſelf isa PerfeRion 3 though asto 
it's exerci(e,it be indifferent oithex tro Good 
or Evill: but Wiſedome is more «xcel- 
lent then Power, foraſmuch as it is able ro 
dire&t , guide and ftect the rewvits of 
Power 3 $ otherwiſe Wiſdom and Know. 
ledge would include no more perfe&ion, 
then the force of a Thunderbolt, or the fu- 
rious agitation of a whirlwind, And Good- 
neſs is more excellent and pretious then 
Wiſdom, for Wiſdom without Goodneſs 
degenerates into Craft and Subtlety : More- 
over, the properties and effe&s of Good- 
neſs are more diffuſive and defirable then 
Knowledge , and more perfeCtive of the 
lubjeR they reſide in, 


Axtlome III. 


That the beſt or higheft Quality, Mode , or 
Attribute in any Being, will obtain the 
firſt place in operation, 


Rom hence it came to pals, that the 
Flatoniſts conſidering Goodnefs, Wiſ- 
dom and Power,as diſtin& qualities in cre- 
ared Beings, and diſcerning fo great an in- 
equality berween them, they grew confi- 
cent they would likewiſe rerain their Eſ- 
{ential differences when exalted into Sub- 
T 2 ſtancial 
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ſantial life 3- and therefore the Supreme 
Deity , the firſt root and fountain of all 
things, they call 7425, the ſecond wes yr, 


8.advcrſ. and the laſt 74 57 wirue yl, each one 


Talimn, 


Mora”. 
Endem., 


[.7.C.15- 


abating ſomething of the perfc&ion of the 
firſt, 4y@ 3% uyis Th rom wegeabeiy * 
avimy 5 mn ao; an, 4 owuanuie wnegtaar d\nguegs. 
But we need not aſcend ſo -high for the 
Explication of this Axiome, for if we do 
bur look into our ſelves we may plainly 
diſcern the Truth of it. All che Powers of 
any Being are nor alike , ſome are more 
capacious andlively, others ſteril, narrow 
and contracted ; but that faculty which is 
the moſt pretious and Soveraign, hath al- 
wayes the firſt and chiefeſt place in aCting, 
Man ( as Ariſtotle obſerves ) conſiſts of a 
double Nature , according to which his 
whole life is governtd and framed , 'Em« 
Ne #, drfOpon'® g50e orricuney FE dari 1; ap22- 
a, The 53 ae:-2, he calls that which the 
Sroicks expreſs by # wenrtgor, and 72 wapinty, 
the Soveraign and Imperatorial Powers 
of the Soul, and the To & 15 11v, 1S the {ame 
with the = 3$c:afts x) 70 Atcyrades, the fcrine 
and brutiſh part, with the Platoniſts. 
Now the Ruling part being more Noble 
and better, then that part which was made 
to be ſubjet and to obey; hence tt 
comes to paſs, that in the true and +? 
tura 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation. 
fural ſtate of the Soul , the * a5;47,, ob- 
rains the chick place in Operation , al- 
though poſſibly there may be ſomething 
in mans ſoul more pretious then Rea- 
ſon, and is indeed vis ar9& , the flower 
and {ummify of the mind , which we 
may term + 4-%«Js + {v;:, that faculty 
of the ſoul which perceives the relliſh , 
{avour and goodneſs of Virtue, and na- 
turally embraces and joyes in that which 
Right Reaſon approves as Good. For as 
there is a kind of ſenſe in the lower or 
Plaſtick Powers of the Soul , whereby 
they diſlike ungrateful and unſurable ob- 
jects, even when our will and perceptt- 
on has nothing to do in it: fo there is 
ſomething in us that exults and triumphs, 
and naturally joyns ir ſelf with infinite 
ſatisfaction and delight, when our In- 
relle& and Reaſon only give a judge- 
ment of the Eſſence and Truth of moral 
objects, 


Axoime 


259 


260 Gods Goodneſs Vindicated 
Axiome IV. 


That what is beſt in any Being, tu the 
Rret: and meaſure of all other quali- 
les, - 


LJ} Ence Man having a double life with- 
F Kin him, lnidliefudl and Animal, 
which the, Sacred Writings call Fleſb 
ana Spirits and both rhcſe having diffe- 
rent inclinations and objects , the higher 
lite ouzlt to controul the lower, and 
reduce all it's appetites and motions to 
a cantormity to it's ſeverer Dictates and 
Prefcriptions 3 which in a moral ſenſe 
i5 the meaning of Mans having ' Domt- 
nion over the Fowls of the Air, and 
Fiſh of the Sca. In like manner , Will , 
and Power, and Sovcraignty , arc all re- 
ſolved into Goodneſs; and it at any 
time they are exerciſed withour it , they 
looſe their Natures, and degener:te in- 
to ſelfiſhneſs - and Tyranny. And 1t 1s 
abſolurcly neceſſary that the Beſt, ſhould 
be the mcaſure of all other faculties and 
modes in us; becauſe our chief happt- 
nels conſifting in avr;*conjunion with 
the moſt Abſolute and Perfe&t Good, 
and that which is Beft in us uniting with 
it 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation, 
ic, it will infallibly follow, that that which 
is the moſt Divine in us, ſhould command 
and rule all other Faculties whatever, And 
this holds good in the Moral Eflence of 
God, for Goodneſs being more pretious 
and (overaizn then any other Attribute, ir 
muſt needs be by the foregoing Axtome,the 
meaſure of all the reſt, 


Axiome V. 


That Being « no longer Eligible, then it is 
tolerably happy. 


T2 a Miſcry or Calamity exceeding 
the happineſs of our Beings , 15 
worle then not Being , is plain ar firſt 
ſight ; for bare Exiſtence, though it be 
a term of Perfeftion : yet when it is 
charged with a ſurpluſage of miſery a- 
bove the benefit that accrues by it, it 
deſtroycs the Reaſons of Being , which 
are chiefly the conveniences and oppor- 
tunities of acting according to the pro- 
per. faculties of any Being, And com- 
mon experience ſhews us how unable 
and unfit we are for the cxerciſe of any 
funtions of life, when a ſharp and 
acute pain ſeazes on us 3 and it this do- 
T 4 lorous 
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lorous ſenſe be fierce , vehement and 
duraþble., it is a queſtion , Whether it 
will not perte&tly extinguiſh all Vital 
congruity, and reduce us to a condi- 
tion , alrogerher the ſame with Non- 
Entity > For to be, and not to be-con- 
ſcious of, and perceive our own Be- 
ings, are one and the ſame thing. And 
he that well conſiders this, will not be 
apt to pain and cxcruciate any Being , 
howſoever vile and contemptible , unleſs 
upon good Reaſons and Cauſes. For 
certainly though in a moral ſenſe we 
may piouſly fay, Thar all things were 
made for man; yet to ſay, There is no 
other Phyſical Reaſon of their Beings, is 
too bold and preſumptuous an Afſſertion , 
they being (ſo many I mean as'are ca- 
pable of ſenſe) endued with faculties 


in whoſe uſe th:y enjoy and ſolace them- 
ſelves, 
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Axiome \V I. 


A preſent Evil that brings with it a Good 
greater then what that Evil deprived 
1s of , is 10 be looked upon 4s Good, 


Hus an untimely death is to be ac- 
"2 an Evil init ſelf, but yer 
ought to. be looked upon as Good by 
him who is thereby raiſed to the parti- 
cipation of a higher and more exalted 
lite. This Conſideration made Socrates 
ſay, That Death would indeed be hard and 
ſharp fo him, & hp ph apy few, mew! us 
ex Tis Otis avus ov2ts 74 & dabds, few 
meg erlpurss Tvnadnxra duerss 3 tad 
Such are all the AﬀMi&ions that befal a man 
in this World, Evil for the preſent, for- 
almuch as they are accompanied with 
trouble and pain; bur yer are to be 
eſteemed Good , becauſe they teach us 
the lubricity of all mundane joyes, and 
inlame our Love of Virtue , and fix 
our delires upon an immortal Good, 
which amidſt all the uncertain revoluti- 
ons of this Region of death and miſcry, 
will never leave us, but condu& us to the 
bleſſed manſions of life and peace. The 
conſtant belict of this drew that Genapoun 
an 
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and Noble ſpeech from Socrates, 'Er rain 
Tels Ve6ls pinoy, Tavry Worew *Eud 5 "Aw10 C 


Having laid down theſe Moral Princi. 
ples, which are nothing but the plain and 
genuine produRtions of Right Reaſon, I 
ſhall now examine the Authors Diſcourſe 
by them, and ſhew wherein his Arguments 
are weak and inconcluſive in reference to 


-his main defign. 


The firſt thing therefore that I ſhall 
take notice of 15, his ſtating the true 
ground and foundation of Gods Sovereign 
ty and Dominion over man, page 20, 21, 
&c. which he does by Arbitrating the 
Diſpute between the Arminians and Cal- 
viniſts ; the one aſſert, That ir bottoms 
upon the Benefit of Creation; and the 
other grou'd it upon the nnlimitcdneſs of 
Gods Power, The firlt of theſe (he ſayes) 
are evidently miſtaken , becanſe God was 
from all eternity inveſted with a Power 
of doius any thing that was not misbe- 
coming hs Divine PerfetHons - but 
God being alwayes Infinitely Perfett, conld 
Bot acquire any new Excellence from tht 
Worlds Creation , and therefore the Colla- 
ton of Benefits cannot beget any new Powe! 
in'him; becauſe the Power which he had 

antecedent! 
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antecedenily to all is benefits , was not 
capable of being made greater 
To which I Reply, 

1. That Dominion and Power, as it 
ſignifies Sovereignty, are Relative terms , 
and therefore if we could ſuppoſe or ima- 
gine any time wherein there were no 
Creatures in Being , Dominion would 
then be improperly attribured to God z 
becauſe if he had Dominion, there muſt 
be ſome Subje&s exiſtent of his Domi- 
nion: and therefore though God by 
creating the World, acquired no new 
Excel'ence or Perfeionz yet he had 
ſome new Mode or Qualification which 
he had not before : as that he was the 
Father of the Intellc&ual, and Maker of 
the Corporeal World ; which. would be 
improper terms before he had brought any 
thing into Being, Thus although God 
know , and have as it were a perfe& 
Scheme of all future things poſſible ro be 
known; yet his conception or know- 
ledge of the fame thing when future and 
poſſible, and acually exiſtent, is not the 
ſame; for when it is aQtually brought 
into Being, he acquires anew manner of 
knowledge of it; for it is impoſhble thar 
the conception of futurity and afual Ex- 
iſtence ſhould be the ſame. Therefore 
I ſay, 
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I ſay, though the Creation of an Intel. 
Jectual Being, do not formally begert any 
new Power in God, which was not an- 
recedently in him; yet it begets a new 
mode and qualification of his Power, 
whereby the Creature may juſtly expe& 
to be dealt withal according to the Nature 
and capacities, which that Infinite Power 
placed in ir, 

2, The Collation of Benefits, inveſts the 
Creatures with a Right or Priviledge of 
juſtly hoping for all ſuch fair and equita- 
ble dealings from God , as hall beſt ſute 
with thoſe facultics he endued them 
withal. For Gods very Donation of Be- 
zng to the Creatures , is as it were, a f1- 
lent contra&t or promiſe, That his whole 
Oeconomy towards them, ſhall be equal 
and righteous, and that he will never 
take from them any the leaſt degree of that 
felicity and beatirnde he was graciouſly 
pleaſed toconferr upon them ar the firlk 
moment of their Exiſtence without their 
own {in and fault, 

Upon theſe grounds our Author might 
with-greater plaulibility of Reaſon, bave 
funded Geds Dominion upon the Right of 
Creation, then upou Gods abſolute aud un- 
{limited Pewer, which he conteſles page 24+ 
to be b-wnded by an intirnal Principle o 

Go04- 
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Goodneſs , which may be ſaid 10 tye and re- 


| ſtrain God not to do any thing repugnant 10 


this P: nciple of Gooaneſs. So thar if the 
exerciſe of Power be limited and confined 
by this pretious Attribute of Goodneſs, 
this were a more ſure- ground of Gods 
Dominion over the Creatures in my ap- 
pre! ealton, then that which he hath pitched 
upon , as will, appear from Axiome ITT. 
And to ſay, that the Reaſon why God 
cannot do any thing repugnant to his 
Goodneſs, procceds from a circumſcripti- 
on ſez and chooſe by himſelf, which he cane 
net tranſoreſs becauſe bs will net; is to 
introduce an Arbitrary Deuy , and very 
much Derogatory to his ſpotleſs Nature, 
whoſe Goodneſs, Juſtice and Holineſs are 
as neceſſary as his Exiſtence 3 therefore 
that God cannot at any thing indecorous 
and unbecoming himſelf, ariſes not from 
any Reſtraint or Confinement arbitrarily 
impoſed upon himſelf: but from the ne- 
ceſlary Perteion of his Nature, and from 
thoſe Eternal and Immutable laws of Ju- 
ſtice and Righteouſneſs, which are nothing 
bur his own Moral Being, ThatTI may there- 
fore more fully declare the weakneſs and in- 
validity of this conceit of our Author,viz. 
That Arbitrary Power is the ground of Gods 
Sovereignty and Dominion over his Crea- 
mnres, 
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eures, I ſhall endeavour to enervate thoſe 
Propolitions,by which he would firengthen 
and confirm it, : 

I, Firſt then (ſayes he page 5.) God has 
Power either utterly ro deftroy our Beings, 
or to inflic# upon us ſo many calamities as 

all leave us in 4 condition only preferable 
$0 that of Non-Exiftence —— 

When we ſpeak of God, our concepti. 
ons of him ought to be Generous and No- 
ble ; and we ought to look upon him as an 
Erernal ReQtitude and Perte&ion , who 
never acts any thing but in conformity to 
his own bleſſed and righteous Nature, 
Now that pregnant Womb which brought 
forth the whole Creation, being Infinite 
Goodneſs by Axicme IT. it will follow,that 
the ſame Goodneſs is infinitely concerned 
ro keep in Being the productions of it's 
own fertile Naturez for though it be crue, 
that our very Beings,are the iſſues of Inhi- 
nite Power : yet it i5 as certain , that this 
Power is ſurrounded with Immenſe Good- 
neſs, which from the Reaſons of it's own 
Nature , will infallibly do all that Good 
which at any time lies in it's Power to 
do, and is conſiſtent wich the Nature and 
Capacities of the ſubje&, about which ir 
is exerciſed. Since then Being is better 


then Not-being, and all Creatures co 
0 
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againſt Abſolute Reprobation. 
of an Etcrnal Duration, as well of conti- 
nuing one day or year, Infinite Goodneſs 
is obliged to keep all things in Being, The 
further proof of this ſhall be ſhewed anon. 
I might here likewiſe ſuggeſt to. Mr. P, 
that Things are the blefſed emanations 
of Gods exuberant Goodneſs, and depend 
upon him as emanative effes upon their 
cauſes ;3 nor will this be invalidated by 
Objefing, That then God conld not pro- 
perly be ſaid to have Created the Worlds 
For beſides that Aquinas himſelf defines 
Creation by Actus Emanativus, there i no 
Iscongruity (ay they) 10 «ffirme , that all 
things are the Emanative effetts of Gods 
pregnant Goodneſs ;, becauſe, to Create i 
nothing bat to give Being or Exiſtence t0 
things, and ths t true, though every thing 
be an Emanative efjeit of Gods Life and 
Eſſential Vigour, This | look upon to be 
as Rational and Concinnous an Hypothe- 
ſis, as that wherein Mr, P. attributes ſuch a 
Sovereignty and Dominion of God over 
his Creatures (the baſis of which is Unli- 
mired Power ) as that he may at any time 
cicher annihilate them , or infli& upon 
them ſo many calamities as ſhall render 
their conditions only prefcrable ro Non- 
Exiſtence, 
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2, His ſecond Propoſition is only a 
further Enlargement and Explicarion of 
his firſt; For if God (ſayes he) have an 
Abſolute Power over an innocent Perſons 
life, and all it's appendant Priviledges v 
take them away , he may certainly do the 
ſame upon any occaſion, Thus be wiſuts the 
Ittiquity of the Fathers upon the Children, 
by bringing their Poſterity into thoſe evil 
circumſtances , into which he might have 
brought them by wertue of his Supreme 


Dominion ; though not only themſelves, bu 


their Progenitors had been faultleſs, 

To which I anſwer , Thar there is no 
inſtance in Scripture , wherein God pu- 
niſhes an innocent Perſon by vertue of his 
Supreme Dominion, *Tis true, when God 
inflicts Calamities upon the Children for 
cheir Parents faults, the Poſterity are in- 
nocent Of thoſe parcicular Crimes of their 


Iam, 


Progenirors which cauſed the Judgment | 


or Calamity 3 but they were criminal 
otherwiſe, and therefore it God take 
away their lives, it is upon this account, 


thar they have rendred themſelves obnoxi- | 


ous by their Perſonal faults, and by that 
Oeconomy , ſerves other deſigns of his 
Providence, Wherefore when God take 
away the life of a Virtuous Sonto puniſh 
a Wicked Father, it is not propertly * 

| c 
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be accounted an Evil to the Son, becauſe 


"Gods righteous Providence compenſates ir 


with a greater Good, See Axiome V I, 
From theſe particular inſtances, he de- 
ſcends to the conſideration of Original fin, 
which he places in nothing bur in the evil 
and irregular crafis and temperament of 
our bodies, which Puniſhment might 
have been inflicted upon us, though Adam 
had never ſinned : Bur 

1, Can this ſute with the eternal Righ- 
reouſneſs of the juſk Governour of the 
World, to Create Intelleual Beings, 
holy and good; and then withour any faulr 
of theirs, to thruſt them into ſuch cadave- 
rous bodies , where they ſhall be almoſt 
neceſſitated to trade with Hell and Dame 
nation, and it may be never recover them« 
ſelves from that Lethargick ſtate of fin and 


Vice, or regain their ancient and virtuous 


freedom> And though Mr, P. ſhift this 
off upon Adam's Prevarication and Tranſ- 
greſſion ; yet he ſayes, The Conſideration 
of Gods Sovereignty and Dominion , will 
warrant ſuch an 4 upon guilileſs Perſons, 
Sure Mr, PF. has a very mean conceit of 
Gods moſt Bleſſed Nature, if he think 
thoſe beautiful Daughters of Heaven, the 
ſouls of men.can be thus murder'd by thoſe 
Benign Hands that firſt gave them. lite : 

Ul Had 
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Had he conlidered that glorious beauty, 
wherewith the ſoul of Man was once pol; 
ſcſed, and of which now that ſhe is born 
inta the World ſhe retains but a very 
ſlender memory, converſing with it as it 
were 1n a Dream, an 4bcholding a glimpſe 
of it through the cranies of Morta!i ity, and 
had be bcheld this Eternal Pulchricude 
thrown from it's Celeſtial Manſion, and 
all thoſe living rayes of Virtue, and cMtlo- 

reſcences of Pivinity plung zed into. an 
obſcure and dull piece of Earth , and1ha 
by the Blefled Author of all things; he 
could not but whinitely refent fuch ar 
harth A&. 

' 2. Are not all our faculties very much 
depraved and vitiared, infomuch char there 
is1n us 4 natural proclivity to Vice, and 
we dayly make choice of torbiddea in- 
ſtances? Are not our Under{t2adings very 
dark and blind, our Wills retraory and 
ſtubborn, and our AﬀeGions violent and 
hcad-ſtrong for the moſt part in the pro» 
ſecucion of baſe and unwarthy objects? 
And ifthis be our Caſe as we come 1ato 
the World, as certainly it is, and 'much 
worſe, Original {tn mult be a real depra- 
vity of our ſouls, and not an ill tempcra- 
ment of our bodics, 


The 


| 
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The Author havins derermined the 
Meaſure and Extent of Gods Sovereignty 
and Dominion, according to his own faricy 
and humour , he endeavours page 25, to 
frame ſuch an 14ea of Divine © oodnefs as 
may correſpond with the Notion he hath 
pitched upon of Gods Dominion, and 
therefore he tells us, That the Idea of Grd 
conſifts mainly in his Dominion «nd Sove- 
rtienty , and that the Notion of him in 
Script''re never refers to bus Eſſence , but 
alwayes to his Power and Empire 
But he muſt give me leave to take the 
ſame liberty in reje&ing fo bold an Aﬀer- 


tion, that he does in obtruding irupon the 


World ; however, I ſhall be ſo fair and 


- . . - - 
candid to him, as not to contradi& what 


he ſayes, without ſhewing him a Reaſon 
for it: The moſt conſiſtent 7dea that we 
can frame of God is, That he is a Being 
endued with Abſolute Perfe&tion 3 now 
there are no Perfe&ions in the Deity , but 
what may be referred to theſe three, Infi- 
nite Goodneſs, Wiſdom and Power, which 
being not of equal worth and excellency 
by Axiome [1. it will follow, That what 
is moſt pretious, is likewiſe moſt ative 
and energetical, and therefore muſt be the 
ſtandard and meaſure of all the xeſt, by 
Axiome II, and 1 V. Wherefore, when 
uU 3 we 
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Pag. 26. 


we frame any Notion, or make any Re- 
preſentation of God, Reaſon it ſelf will 
tell us, That we ought to expreſs him by 
that which is molt prerious and Sovereign 
in him, which is not Wi# and Power, but 
Perfeft Goodneſs, And methinks the Scri- 
pture mightily favours this, 1 Fohn iv. 16, 
God «s Love, {ayes the Apoſtle ; which No- 
tion, if it refer not to Gods Moral Eſſence, 
I am (ure it hath no relation to his Fower 
and Empire, It is true, when the Fews 
dwelt under a Theocracy , and God went 
forth as their Captain againſt cheir Ene- 
mies, he owned the Title of the Lord of 
Hoſts, and the Expreſhions of his Sove- 
reign Power, Majeſty and Dominion , 
were more frequent : but when the Evan- 
gelical Oeconomy was ſet on foot, God 
jaid aſtde theſe Titles, and now heexprel- 
ſes himſelf by no other Attributes but what 
carry abundance of ſweetneſs along with 
them, and wholly refer and-lead ns to the 
conſideration of that which is the Flower 
and Summity of his Being, that is, Love. 
Theretore 1 may ſubjoyn Mr. P's. own 
words with a little Tranſpoſition , That 
no Property which complies net with Good- 
neſs, can be altributed 10 God , and con- 
ſequently that that's a falſe Notion of 
bis Dominion that interferes with his Govd- 
nes. Let 
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againſt Abſolute Reprobation. 
Let us ſee now how he confutes the 
Platoniſts , with whom he is very angry 
for aſſerting, That God being Infinite Good- 
neſs, will neceſſarily do that which # beſt , 
page 27, His firſt Argument to prove the 
falfity of this Poſition he ſers down page 29, 
39. Fc. the ſum of which in brief is this, 
That the neceſſity of Infinite Wiſdom doing 
that which s beft, takes away the libert 
and freedom of the Divine Will. To which 
I anſwer, Thar the liberty of the Divine 
Will conliſts not in an Arbitrary Indiffe- 
rency of ating or not aQing z but in ating 
alwayes ſutably and conformablely to his 
own Infinite ReRitude and PerfcCtion : 
As the true Excellency and Freedom of 
our wills conſiſts not in an indifferency or 
dubious ſuſpenſion between Good and 
Evil (for this is a debility and imperfeQti- 
on inus) bur in a conſtant EleQion of 
that which Right Reaſon and Intclle& 
propound to them as Beſt: So that when 
once that Eternal. Providence which ſent 
us down upon Earth, ſhall reinſtate us in 
the Poſlcſhon of our Native Glory, our 
Wills which ſhall then obtain their free- 
dom in it's greateſt latitude and dimen- 
ſions, yer ſhall not be left to a bare In- 
differency: but will as certainly adhere 
to that which is Good , as a wiſe and 
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prudent man will a!wayes give the ſame 
judgment of the ſame thing in the ſame 
circumſtances. VVherefore to anſwer in 
ſhore, I {ay, that Gods ations are not {0 
faral and ncceflary as the motions of an 
Automa'en or Exgine , becauſe he is en- 
ducd with an Energetical Power of Reaſon 
and Intelle&t ; bur are free and uncon» 
ſtrained by any external Principle: but 
becauſc his Nature is infinitely Good, it 
will alwayes do that which is Belt , be- 
caule Goodnels is the chiet and firſt ative 
Principle in it. The proof of this lies in 
Axiome IL. 1IL.1V, 


His ſecond Argument is this , That 
if the Divine Geodneſs or Beneficence be 
netiſſary, it would then deſtroy it's own 
Nature, becauſe *tis abſolutely neceſſary 
ro the Nature of Beneficence , thas it 
proceed from a free and elettive Principle, 
pag” 33+ 

| ſuppoſe this Argument is only caft 
in as a {urplulage, and not with any 1n- 
rent to convince any of his Readers , un- 
leſs Mr, P. imagine them fo unwary 
and credulous as to be impoſed upon 


.by fallacies and ſopliſmsz For it by 


Gods, Bounty and Bencficence, he mean 
his $racious Donations and Benefirs a- 


bove 


ee EEOC 


bove what may render his Creatures 
happy in their ſeveral fates and. capa- 
cities; then, I ſay, it is moſt free, be- 
cauſe when any Beings have forteited 
their Felicity, G2d is not obliged to re- 
inſtate them in all the circumſtances of ir 
again : Bur if we take Bounty or Good- 
neſs for the Eternal Perte&ion of Gods 
Bleſſed Nature , whereby he communi- 
cates himſclf to all capable recepracles , 
this is as neceſſary as his Being : and a- 
gainſt this Mr. P. ought. properly to 
have levell'd his Argument, Nor does 
this make the Divine Goodneſs ever a 
whit the leſs Moral, becaufe then none 
of Gods actions would be capable of 
Being Morally Good , for this impoſſible 
and blaſphemous to aſſert, That the 
Divine Will is indifferent either to Good 
or Evill. God doth neceſſarily Love him- 
ſelf as the higheſt and moſt Abſolnte 
Cood , and cannot but embrace every 
thing that is like himſelf ; nor is the 
Divine Will Indiffterent either to Love 
or Hate it's own Image and Similitude, 
And if the Communications of the Di- 
vine Goodneſs to ſuch Beings as bear 
his Impreſſes upon them, and never Ce- 
filed themſelves with the leaſt contagion 
of fin and vice- be not neceſſary , then 
u4 he 
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he is left free ro deſtroy them , and con- 
ſequently he can deſtroy ſomething of his 
own Life and Nature , which no ſober 
Perſon will affirm, And if this Hypo- 
theſis of his be true, ] know no ground 
Mankind can have ( ſetting aſide thoſe 
Declarations God hath made of himſelf 
in Holy Scripture) to believe and truſt 
in him, and depend upon him for the 
advancement of their happineſs after 
Death. But we find the ſober and wiſe 
Heathens , who believed the ſoul of man 
to be Zw:yÞ3. 73 Ow, and eSurdns wwwrper, 
as Hermes and Plato ſpeak, conſtantly 
relying upon the Almighry Goodneſs of 
God , which they confidently believed 
did alwaycs that which was Beſt. and 
thence became aſſured and raiſed a ſtrong 
foundation for their hopes , that it ſbould 
go well with them in the other: World, 
and that-that Erernal . Providence would 
rake thcir ber er parts int9 ir's tu clage and 
carc, when tl.cy laid down their bodies tn 
their beds of Earth, 


I haſten now to diſpatch his laſt Argu- 
ment, which is this : 


If the Exertions of the Divine Good- 


neſs be neceſſary , Grd cap never att _ r- 
wiſe 5 


againſt Abſolute Reprobation. 25h 
wiſe ; but that be frequently does, is manl- 
feſt in all the Inſtances of his Anger and 
Severity, which not only Reaſon, but Scri- 
prore oppoſes 10 Benignity 
To which I return, 
That Gods anger and ſeverity are only 
ſeveral modifications of his Goodneſs , 
which is not alwayes diſplayed and mani- 
feſted after the ſame manner, becauſe of 
the different capacities of the ſubjects up- 
on which it is exerciſed, and have noother 
ditinRtion then that of divers Modes of 
the ſame Subje&t berween one another. 
And when God* makes uſe of thoſe 
ſharper diſpenſations, they are as ne- 
ceſſary reſults of his Goodneſs, as his 
milder and gentler Oeconomy . So that 
I cannot ſee what Mr. P. would evince 
from this, 


I have now ſufficiently tired my ſelf 
in ſo prolix a Refutation , which yer is 
not altogether unneceſlary , _— 
that if thoſe Poſitions be true whic 
Mr. P. hath laid down, they will ener- 
vate all thoſe Arguments I have made 
uſe of , and render my deſign ufeleſs , 
which is no other then to beget in mens 
minds the moſt noble and generous Con- 
ceptions 
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ceptions of God, to promote real Piety 
and Religion, by ſhewing a true 14ea of 
God, (and declaring the real intent and 
purpoſe of the Goſpel, contrary to that 
Hypocritical and Artificial kind of Reli. 
gion which many frame to themſelves, 
thereby to palliatetheir {1n, and ſtop the 
mouth of Right Reaſon and Conſcience, | 


THE END, 
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Abſolute Reprobation repugnant 39 Right 
Reaſon : wherein is ſet out, the Moral 
Nature of our Souls in reference to Good 
and Evil, Truth and Falſhood, And this 
Second Argument made good in Four 
Prepoſitions, page 15, 
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The third Argument taken from the Conſe. 
deration of the Moral Nature of God 
om whence are deduced ſuch legitimate 
Inferences and Concluſions as diametrally 
oppoſe the Dottrine of Inconditienate 
Reprobation, page 64, 


Cnay. IV, 


A fourth Argument againſt the Doitrine of 
Inconditiqnate Reprobation , taken from 
the Evangelical Diſpenſation, wherein 

i ſhewn the purport and deſign of the Go- 

ſpel, which i to reinſtate all men into 

the Participation of the Divine Nature ; 
and that that Rigid Dottrine «s deſtru- 

Five of ſo bigh and glorious an end, 


page Its. 
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A "fiſt and laſt Argument ; wherein u 
ſhewn, that the Dottrine of Irreſpettive 
Reprobatien, takes away the liberty of 

Mans 
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Mans Will, and conſequently leaves no 
place for reward of Virtue, or puniſhment 


of Vice, page 17I, 
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An Explication of ſeveral Cita.cons of 
Scripture ſuborned to atteſt the Dotirine 

* of Incenditionate Decrees z together with 
a brief examination of ſome Poſutions of 
the Contra-Remonſirants, page 189. 


Some Refleftlons on a late Diſcourſe of 
Mr, Parkers , concerning The Divine 
Dominion and Goodneſs, page 253. 


